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JRBEFACE. 

H/^AT^ASMid bf gtx)d Saint Po* 
fycxip'vliefi on his -vay ta mftrtp-dovn^ 
*(l«opd te what timen hast them KterTel 
oie«^ mi^t, witk fpi^at propiiety, hftve 
been repeated by General Qeorf^ Wash- 
iBgton wiien teadin^ on, through raritms 
SttoceMt Ui« fereeiftof America^ in their 
arduous struggle with Great Bntain. 
Iiai% iu» been s^d, and much still re- 
iBakistobe said on the rise« progress^ 
aii^ofi8e<}«iences of the American Re* 
VDluikm^..An wremt which so much asto- 
nnhedtbe pannt ^»te as iinell as others. 
The /retoluiM^ which converted the 
thirteen Britiish provinees into thirteen 
Free «nd Independent States, mKy, with 
pixjpHet^, be considered the source froiA 
which all ttie Bevolotions, which have 
occured in the world evnce that period^ 
bftve ^keii t^irfiee ; they are all links 
of that grand chain which is extending 
itself throuf^h the eai^h; and, directly 
og indirectly ckim political kindred with 
the United States of America. 

' 9!|pl«re historisins down to Ibe latest 
flow ^time will grace their pages with 
the name of General Washington ; and 
irtMlte^er c%ttnges tna^^ take place in the 
WMldk or HI Ins nuXWt ^BourHry; nothinff 

» «vef tamnH^, or desfa^y- bts florj^ 
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America may boast of -many of her sotiBg 
and say, These have done their deeds 
valiantly ; but however resplendanUy ar- 
rayed with.prood Justice she Iooks to 
Washington, and says^ ** But thou excel- 
If St them all !'' n Washington was Sden« 
tific, both in the field and the cabhiet. 
Formed exactly for his great work with 
intellectual and physical powers of a rare 
oonstraction. He was a sober, thought^ 
ful, honest man.- 

Washington, although not what might 
be called a profound scholar, yet always 
wrote in a pure elegant and cUssimal 
style, and his good 'sense and knowledge 
of mankind, taught him in a great degree 
to estimate the granduer and excellencj^ 
of a learned well bred man. Hence by^ 
his last will and Testament, he bequeath- 
ed a considerable sum towards a National 
University ; and in other ways proipoted 
learned instituUons. 

In his Religious principles, Washing- 
ton was, (I believe) a moderate Episcopa* 
Uan....I Well remember being one Sunday- 
afternoon, in the month of October, 17d5» 
at Christ Church in Philadelphia ; Bishop 
White read (trayer^, and Doctor Magaw 
preached. General Washington and his 
lady were there, and none in the congre- 
gation seemed more impressed with the 
sacred service than they. I was partiou- 
Uurly struck with the ouuiaer in whifili. 
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himself and his wife walked from the pew 
to their carrii^, at the church door* 
without stopping to bow or to speak to 
ai^ one. General WashlocUm (I pre- 
sttnie) considered Religion what in icality 
it ia^ the squI devoutly adoring its maker* 
a personal transaction between a man's 
conscience and hts God. 

This pious sentiment was spread over 
the whole of Washington's coudui^t s and 
it enabled him to msuntain a noble consis- 
tency of character. 

Stubborn integrity and just honor sus- 
tained him and was his main sheet an« 
chor in every gust of political difficulty^ 
and when assaulted by covert or open ad- 
rersafieSy Cf^r even WMhingtmi had his 
fi^ij he stood like the rock which some- 
times covfsred with waves and tempestu* 
ous storms seems to yield and oepart 
from its place, but by and by the foaming 
surges recede and the rock remains fi^'m 
and immoveable. Such noaa Washington / 
A like invulnerable in very part* almost 
adored by his own countryinen,and allow* 
edby all the rest of the world the homage 
due to the first class of eaithly gireatness. 

J. K. 
BaUiTMrCf ^January 1» 1813* 
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DOCTOR JOBN AIKEIPS 

Celebrated lines on the Virtues of 

WA$IflMQTQN. 

To Mr BfMdMirv «EOJ»£ WAS HIHGTO V, 
finikkut tf tat UnMcd Sialu tf Junsnuu 

j^int of ifiat Prramid. whose foHit biue 
Beits <mdy nmaded cm a Itetitti^ trut, 
Which, while the gqmfm l«laoe«uilu induti 

ShnU 9tm «uhUipe« aod fiU its ample space : 



Than kings, whose gUttnii^ pans are fixVl hy hirth; 
'HamM hjr thy eounoT^ voice for kmg try*d worthi 
Her crown in l^eaoe, as ooee her diieU in w«r i 

Dejjm, Wasfdngtm, to hear a Britith lyre, 
Imt ardent greets Aee with apptaunfe hiys, 
Aad to the Fotride Here hamage pays. 
^ WQuUthe Muse inunortal strains iuapire^ 
'iWhi^ beyond all Greek and Roman tuatt 
' Ifight'mnr to tines mkom, thy furer, noble Mime I 

At an e p tet taiu ment gjven at Amsterdam a few years 
sinae,dieportrBitofanrbeloired Wa^iingt«n ww exhi- 
biiod as tw chief deoorataon of the room^-When hU 
Icahh wasorankj a Batavian rising up, in his native hin- 
guage made the folkiwing apostrophe : which an Ameri- 
fhngentleniao present, requested rai^t he txaDshttrd— 
That gentleman has handed us a copy, vhidi we here 
vtresent^— '** See here a true likeness iht a great and gal« 
Int Hero: Anproaeh with due respect, oh! human 
faend, and read in this nyuhliean, a Cato in eouncil; 
a Caesar in the field ; a second Solau, in his country*t 
cause ; a Hcaeuies in tihe poKticat tempest ; a eompli. 
ant Fanner, when oUve bnmehes blossom ; die scourga 
and admiiation of uoad Atinon— A hero who foognt 
ticmelalods ; hut wjip knew fay his caie, to prevent the 
spilfinK of honuHi UMdr-CoiunriMa's bidwnfk^ an un* 
cloodeia Sun: a Mus, who by his knowlettee and coui^ 
age, liheiated afourth partoT the globe-l&e best fkieod 
tn Virtue, the Great H^hingtm .' 



LIFE 

OF 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 



In the liistorv of man, we contempbte ^A 
tjai-ticular wtUfaction those lerisbtors and heroes whoiie 
wisdom and valour haTO contributed to the happiness ot 
fhe human species. We trace the luminous progress of 
those excellent beings with secret comptecency; cm 
emutefion is roused, while we behoH them steadily pur- 
sue the path of rectitude in defiance of every obstruc- 
tion ; we rejoice that we iiie of the same species, and 

thus Velf-lovc becomes the hand-roaid of nrtue. 

Among those patriots who have a claim to oorTcnera* 
tion, GcoTKe Washington appearsin a conspicuous place 
SSe first rank. H5 grandfather, together wthsere^ 
idatives, in the vear 1W7, emiglated from England to 
jSnaica,andsetdedin the colonj^ bf Virginia ; where, 
lwonremittingiodustry,theybe|MmeopulaiU«id^ 
t£ble, and gave their name to the pan A of WaAmgton, 
Z Westmoreland comity. George WashiMfton^^ 
too of the foHowing history. w« tfie frmt <ff,»^ 
maniagekandwasbomin ilie settkment of Chotank, 
S ATSiv^nientioned comity, on tihe 23d of Fj^«^ 
1733. Hereceived a private edocatfcm ; ^vas inrt»tea« 

tha elements of i*Ji^.J««f»y' '^S^'SI^^Sab 
vAtetofor: and, from ihe-tenorof hi» action^ »t.M 
SS^foC &SwHimiiion pains weie taken to chensb 
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tbe bwt propcaa i ti«» of temnan Mture in fcS» heMt» ^ 
the tenth year of hb age he had the mufortuae to lose 
an excellent father, who died in 174L and the ^trimc^ 
nial estate devolved to an elder fanrther. Thu 701ms 
MiMlrinan bad been ail ofileer in ^ eoknial troops sent 
in tte expedition against CorthaKcna. On Us return 
be called the fiiroily mansion Monnt Venooo, in hMwur 
of the British adnuml of that name, and destined his 
brother George to serve in the navy. 

Acconlinriy, in his fiileenth year, our heio was cfitet^ 
ed as a midsnipman on board a Britidi frigate, s t a tioned 
on the coast of Virginia ; he prepared to embaik with aU 
the alacrity of voufn, but bis nautical career was stopped 
by the interposition of niatemal love. Ever obtdient to 
au afiect^nate modier, young Washington rtrlinqiiished 
his desire of going to sea: tbe energies of his mind were 
to be exerted on a more stable element. 

He remained at home during four subsecjoent yean, 
employed in useful and elegant studies, Mitn a pleasius* 
alternation of business ; and in the delightful fit- Ids ami 
;^roves of Mount Vemou be gradually obtained a know- 
ledge of agricattureT Rural avocations appear to liave 
been congeuial with his disposition, even at this early 
period ofhis U.'e ; yethe afiterwards oonviuoed tbe worla, 
uiat martial ardour ofVen animates the breast ol' the 
busbaudnian. 

In the year 1751, be was appointed adjutant-general of 
the ViiKiuia militia ; and in consequence <^tlie death of 
his brouer, tbe family mansion or Mount Venion, to- 
gether with a largeeitate, came into his possession. At 
uiistime the extensive boundaries, and increasing popu- 
lation <^ tbe colony, made it expedient to form the mi* 
litia corns into three divisions, and Wasliington, in his 
twentiettt year, was app<Hnted major. He attended to 
liis duty as an officer vrith exempbiy ptoprietr and vigi- 
lance ; was inde&tigable in the discij^ine of the troops ; 
and ^[enetally belov^ both by the (»Beets and privates, 
tor his mildness and generosity. 

In the year 1753, die encnaduneats of the Frendi 
ti^n the western boundaries of the British oolanies, ex- 
cited agencaral alaim in 'Virginia,in9omncb that govem(|r 
IHnwMidie deputed Wasbii^itfin to ascertain the truth of 
Close xumours: he was also empowered to enter into a 
tveaty with tbe Indians, and remonstrate with the FVencI^ 
ap the injustice <^ their proceedings. On his return, lus 

ycpwt to t^ govenKV wis pubJlmd, and vfimoi Unt 






te peAimed do* iMWMitMe ninoo iHih «qi^ 



The rqpested inroadc of tbe Fk«ndi and Indiam on the 
fraiMiartof Vuvinift made it neoesMirf to increate die 
MiStary eatabluhnieiit ; and earlv in the spring of 1754, 
a new legiroent was raised, of whieh profetwr Fry. of liie 
apilege^ was appointed odonel, and washingum, taeuten* 
ant-coloiKi. Mr. Fry died soon after the iwiment was 
embodied, and was soooeeded br our heroL woo paid as* 
simittinK attentioo to the diseiptline of this new oorpa. 
He eacablished magazines of provisians and animunitioa, 
and opened die niads tothefrontien in order to pre-oe< 

Syan important postac the coiofluenoe of die Mbnan- 
eia and AUegany rivers. His resiment was to have 
a rrinforoed by a detadunent of reg^ulan from die 
ioiithem eolonies, and a corin of {nroyinaals tkoin Nwrth 
Caroiina and Maryland ; but, impelled by the urgency of 
die ooeanon. heprooeeded without the expeeted suoeours 
in the month or May. When he aseenoed the Laureiv 
Bib, fifty miles distant from the place of destinatian,. 
Ml seouts brouabt himintelligenoe, that the enemy wese 
in pooessuMi or the posts, and soon afterwards his troops 
were attacked by a diBtaebment of the French, andaftcr 
a severe oonfliet defeated, and oompdled to lay dowm 
tbeff arms. 

Theeonduetof Washii^ftonon this oecanoo was per- 
haps censurable; he oiq^t to have waited for the neoessa- 
ry rdnfivoeme. ts, a junction with whom would urobaUf 
tare crowned his enterprise with iuccees* Hisinesperi- 
cnoe, and the active anuur of a youthful mind, may af- 
Icid tome palBation of his unprudenee; but bis rash* 
ness in this instance was so difiemit from Ins subsequent 
prodenee: dpat .probably this inansnicioas commence* 
mcDt of ois militarjr career was the origin of the ciiw 
vxBaapfc6aa and vigifamce which afterwards marked 
Idi eonduet in a sueeessAd drfduive war. 

In the summer of 1754L the Ftench having built tef^ 
ndforts within die boundaries of the British settlements, 
an anny of veterans was sent from France to support 
diose u^justifiahle encioaehmenti. In die follo^raig 
jcaib gnnif p l Braddoek was sent to America, at the 
kadaftwo veman mimcnts from beland, to reduce 
Ike Ibrti on the Ohio. Gte his arrival, he was joined bf 
Aeindq^codanl and proviacial corps of America; but 
taken the amay waa ready to maich, the want of wa^ 
fans finr the aoDP^yanee arscoMs bad almost proved an 

— ^*^ akstade lo'lkr ^ncdftiok Indttscn* 

At ' ^^ 
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moved Oie doReuHy ; tbii tvM tlie celebrated 
AsnUin, iwfane effflMnGnurtaleiitsbMiftlKadyt 
tributtd to the difKinoii of kaowla^ and htf^fiutm 
Hkit beniffn philoaopiier exened his u^ucaMe sf efihD* 
twdly witn Ihi oountrrmen, th»t hi a short tiine heeal-^ 
tteted one huodfed and fifty wiq^goos, whtoh piovedaa 
ttamie nipply ibr the annyw 

As, in conieqaeneeof a ndlitarr legohttioo, ** noofr 
ficcr who did not derive Ms eoaumasioa from oie fciqr, 
«ould eoDiraand one who did,** WadiingioD lengnea ; 
feat, emnloat to defend his cooiiwy with disttegvoshed 
swal, he volnntaiily served noder genend Bnddock, aa- 
on extra aidd^eamp. That genaal m a T f h c ri acainst 
l^'ortBD Quesne ; hot soon arar he cnMsed die river 
Mommgahehi, the van diviiiaii of his anny was attaeked 
hjr an ambosenaeof Frenehiuai ladiam, and totalhrd^ 
feated. The tWdmess of the woods j mn ie ated both the 
'Burapean and provineial troons finom being able to de- 
fend themselves with eflfeet ; thegr eould ndther keep 
fheir mnks nor ebarge the enemy widi the bavone^ 
wMle the Indians, who were expert at biMMcminf, 
and were widely scattered, fired on them from behini 
the trees, where ihev were eoocealed, and took a fatal- 
aim. Washington bad cautioned general Braddock in 
vain ; his ardent desire of conquest made him deaf to the 
voieeof prodoiee; he saw hit enor when too late, ami' 
hnvelv perished in his endeavours to save the divissoa 
f)nm destruction. The gaUant but unArtunate ffenenl 
had four horses shot under him, bcfoie he All, and ai^ 
most every oflloer whosedoty obliged him to be on faotae*' 
hack, was either kined or wmmded, exeept WaaMiMnan. 
Amid this carnage, the piesence of mind and afaimiBi 
of our hero were eonspicttoas; he rallied the tMopa, 
and, at the head of a eocps of gifaiWi'ii, eoverad die 
retreat of the dividon, and seeiaed their panage oiver 
the fold of fiionoogahela. Anxious for die pieservation 
of the armv, and unmindfalof the ihtigues he had un-- 
dergoQ^, auring a sulcry da^ in July, in vriuah he had 
scarcely a moment of revi, he hastened to ooneert nna* 
suves with oohmel Dunbar, who eommanded 1h» lear 
division, whidi had not bea eogMredk Mdfiher th« 
wilderness, dinwigh which he was Miigi^ lo paiH» the* 
imiumerable dangen that sniimaiiid Urn in mpro. 



gii<esi^ nor his extausted state, eooM prevail him noni 
SURoing the line of his duty, ftt tiavelM daring thv . 



BritUH eanp iii m^ieij, Hmm Up poiCTnune 4hil 
W*iSLT!!fn?^i'?^^^^ ^^'^ CfllonelDan. 

flSSr^ ^-x?!?y' WaAiDinan reoehvd the mort 

Bvapponmiurhini tothecomnandora]] thecraops of 

SSSiSy?**" ""^ hM thooghts wn« Mntinmlly 
S?S?tS^"*°*"*^ ^^*^ '"* ^ PtweeiimSf 

MiAed hnnself Iw the eaptura of Fort Da Quesne. 

^th Ae French and fodiana, ia tWmdr reg^ 

JpeefaWK ^ roused that spirit of enterprise, which ia 
everjrpadk to «ftze the crim that leads to T^^ TTw 
^T'*''" """^L"" command were rradaaflT iQnrcd in 
2«t most diffieolt Idi^ of warfare SiM bJah-fSSnT 
J*ik the acb^ty of the French, and ferocity of the S 

togr had heen ^feated in several hattles, and eom- 
Jrtled torrtreat fcr heyonA the eoloAial boundaries, 
82?il52!^* ^J^ wfficSent juanison in the dHftreirt 
am wlndi he had captured akmgr the banks of the 
Ohio, and returned wkh the army into winter quarters. 
JSJfS^"^ ^ this decisive campaign, ^eh re- 
wSSSiiJSS?^^'!!!!} **^ty ^ ^^ n^'dle colonies, 
rf^??£SIl**^*"*'^J?»'*y hartfehips which impeii^ 
•Jb» health. He was afflicted with an inretetate pul- 
S2^*^P*'^^ and extremely debiUtated, insomuch 
^il^T^S'^^'^!^^ ^ ^f:^ Ms cinmission, 
25iSfe5 *£: ^""* ^^n««* '"»« Virginia line ei- 
J*w*Jtheir high sense of hip merit, by afi afieetioiiMe 
«dre«^ this occasion ; and his answer was marked 
W* that modesty and nrngnanimity, which were tlifl 
ni«Bt ptwameut tstaU of his oobte buikL 
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]^ ft daeflMentiontorediwii, in the nluhtesbavact 
oflioaDtYenion, bej^nnittliyf^ooveNdfroinliisiiMBt- 
poshion. But as donng the tedious period of his can- 
ndeeenee^ the Britidi arms had been vietarkras, faift 
eoautry had no further oeeasioD Ibr the ezation of hia 
military talents. In the year 1761, love invaded his re- 
tirement. Tlie object w his dimoe ivaa an aniiiMe 
young widow, whose maiden name was Dandridge. She 
was deseended from a reputable family, and two of her 
brothers were officers in the British iwvy. This lady 
was the widow of eokmel Gustis, who had left her sole 
executrix to his extensive j^^osseasicDs, and guardian t» 
his two diildxen. The union of Washington with tiiis 
ftccomplished woman* was pvoduetive of their motuiA 
filicity ; and as lie iuoessaijitly pursued agricultural im- 
provements, his taste embelli^ed and enriched the fer* 
tile fields ^around Mount: Vernon. Meanwhile he was 
amointed a ma^strate, a member of the assembly o^ 
we state, and a ju^ of the oourt« These honourahie 
avocatioxu kept the powers of his mind in a state of ae* 
tivity ; he attended to his civil duties with exemplary 
l^opriety ; and gave a convincing prooll that the sia> 
^iaty a* the fanner is hoxnogeneal with the xoote dig* 
oi^ views <^ the senator. 

But the moment approached, in whidi Washin|;toQ 
was to relinquish those honouraMe civil avocations, 
and one of the roost remarkable events recorded in 1^ 
tory obliged him to act a conaypicuous port on the great 
theatre a the worid. The American revdution ong^ 
ated in the errors of a. few British politlciatts, and the 
joint exertions of a number of puMic^rited men 
«Bong the colonists who incited their countrymen to 
resist pwrlianifentary taxations. A more remote and ol^ 
soure cause, however, contributed to rear Ae edifice of 
this new refNiblic. In order to trace this secret spring 
of action to its source, it will be necessary to take a cuiw 
scry retrospective view of die colonisation, improves 
nent, and state of North America, previous to the com* 
tnencement of hostilities with Great Britain. 

The modwr country, in plantiog her colonies in 
North America, had endowed them widi every vxMi 
loge enioyed by her subjects at home. She left them 
at full Uberty to govern thenndves by whatever laws 
^ wisdom of their «wn provincifa assonblies night 

* ilfrr. fl^Qihington ivatborn in the year nss-*— tSte 
d2fdinl808« 
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dunk expediettt, and canpowered ihem to iraniie iheir 
n»speeti\'e interests, bat ckuroed the excWve benefit df 
their trade, and their kUepaace to the same sovereign. 

The Americans, on the other band, cheriihed the 
most tender veneratioa for the mother co»intrv ; the 
name of an Eaglishman gave them an idea of every 
thing that -was great and estimable in human natuie, 
and they considered the rest of mankind as barbarians, 
oompared vdth the people from whom they were des- 
cended. The colonists had often experienced the pro- 
tection of Britons, and witnessed tbrir valour with ad- 
miration ; as die contest with France had been begun 
on their account, they considered tliemselves bound to 
assist their protectors with z««l and fidelity. 

By a successicm of the most brilliant victories bv sea 
and land. Great Britain efltlctually subdued the united 
powers or France and Spain, and acquired possession of 
a vast extent of territcnry in both the Indies. The peace 
of Paris in 1763, terminated a war which exalted Great 
Britain to the zenith of military glory ; by this treaty 
she reinaiiled saie mistress of North America, and bar 
colomes were relieved from the fears of thdr ambitious 
Frendi neighboars. 

Such M^ the state of the British colonies at the con- 
clusion of a war, in which they had been more tlian coo' 
auerors. Indeed, the cession of Canada Ind placed 
them in a state of perfeet security from the Flrench : 
and the Indians were too contemptible an enemy to ex* 
cite much apprehension* 

The colonies had for ages been accustomed to look to 
the mother country tor aid against dlie Frendi, from • 
consciousness of their inability to contend alone against 
-that powerful nation. Protection on tfaue one side natv^ 
xally implies obedienee on the other ; smi her colonies 
contimied to idew Great Britain with an eye^t filial le* 
verenee, while the menaces of an ambitious neighbour 
kept them in awe. But when the cesnou of the French 
territory in America to the British crown removed a ^ 
formidable and ambitious rival from the western hemis- 
phere, the colonists b^a^ to view their situation in ' 
another light* and to cherish ideas of thdr future great* 
ness. 

The natkinal debt of Great Britaki had been much 
inereased by the late war, a multitude of new taxes 
were levied at home, and as the quarrel originated on 
«oamitt«f the colonleS) and they denvod the priodp«l 
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«ilv«iitagM from 6ie wtfee, it wa« ibragbt equitiMe 
lluii they dioald cantribute to the eommon cdeoicies. 

In March, 1764, a bill was pasied in the British pav 
fitfnent, laying heavy duties on all articles imported 
into the coJaUKs from the Ftendi and other islands of 
die West Indies, and oiderine these duties to fie paid in 
fpeeie into the exchequer of Great Britain. In the 
same session anotherbilhvas passed, to restrain the cor* 
cency of paper money in the oolonies* 

Tfaeae acts of the Enelidi legislature edited die suiw 
pitse and displeasure of the North Americans. Thef 
sent warm and energetic remonstmnces to the mother 
country, and laid every argument before the ministry 
that ingemuty could suggest, but in vain. As tiiey had 
lUtherto fumuhed their con^ngent in men and money, 
by the authority of their representatives in the cdonial 
BssembKes, they asserted, that not being represented in 
the British parlianient, it could have no right to tax 
them. Finding, however, that all their arguments were 
ineftectual to remove their grievances, tbey formed as- 
somtions to prevent the use of British manufactures^ 
till they should obtain redress. 

The animosity of the colonists was fbrdier increased 
by the advice which tiiey received in 1765, tint an act 
was passed in the British parliament, to establsih stamp , 
duties in America, similar to those in Great Britain. 

The ^neral Asionbly or Virginia were the first that 
c»enlyde<^Mred against the right of Britain to lay taxes 
on America. Of wis assembly Washington was a inenr- 
faer ; be most veiJously opposed what he considered an 
CQcroachment on^be liberties of his countrpien ; and 
the example of this le|islative body was followed by 
those of me other ooioiues. 

In June, 1765, the Assembly of Massachusetts, from a 
QODvictioa of the expediency of a continental coiffiressr 
Itessed a resolution in favour of diat measure, and sent 
ciieolar letters to the several assemblies, requesting their 
toBCurTCDce. Aeeofdingly a deputation from ten of the 
colonies met at Kew York i and this was the first Con- 
gress hdd in North America.^ .. _ 

In coDsequenoeof a petitionfrom this Congress to the 
kiugand both houses ot'F^liament, the stampnact was 
repealed ; to the universal joy of the colonists, and the 
fieneral satisfaction of the Engfish, whose manufactures 
Bad suffered a considerable depres«i«i .in consequence 
tif the Aaericairassociatioiw a^;aiiMt their impoitation. 



did nttnelioqttida dte idea of their rislil to tea tb« colo- 
laei, «iid tibe UHIbr laying ■& duty od tea, paper, pain* 
titn* teimn^ «9d sktv, wm Mued, and aent to Ainerica 
in 1768. HbUaelofscaMOBea new discontaits id the eo> 
kne^i eapeciftll^ at Boston; and though parliament 
tiMnsbt proper, m 1T70, to take off those duties, except 
three pence n poaaA on tea, yet even this trifling impost 
kgpt alrre the jeahniy of the colonistSjjvho denied the 
«[»ren(ia^ef die BrHah legislatura. The troops qua]> 
tcred IB Joottim were another cause of offence ta the in- 
habitants, and on all occasions they outnifested an in- 
fUmttlitm to ^Mfre] with men whom they cousidered 
JtBMUealto taeir liberties. 

In^ebegianineofMBrch, 1770, a ouarrel happened 
ia Bottoii between a private of the 29tn regiment and 
gneof tiK towmvaen ; and r few days afterwards a more 
wlaldifpute eceured. The soldiers, when on parade, 
«efe iaralted by a mob^ who pelted them with snow- 
balls; oKtbe ntnetimetbey were dared to fire. £xa» 
perated fay nicti treatment, six of the military fired upon 
mt pofvalaee, Igr wbii^ tluce persons were killed, and 
ftveoaneeroudy wounded. The town was immediately 
iSMnBlotiaa, uid iMthing but the timely removal cir 
the trooM, mod the expostulations of moderate men, pre> 
ipented aie people from Moeeeding to open hostilities. 
The whole provineeof MiMndnttetts rose in arms, and 
the ^/uMicn weve oUifi^ to aecire to Castie Willian 
fbrprotectaon* 

"niedispiiliet between Oeett Britain amd her cdonies 
hid now existed above ten jears, with intervals or tran- 
qoyity. The reservation or the duty on tea, th«(statiao> 
iWaflaiidiM array in Massachusetts, the continuance 
ala boaid oToommiKionars kt Boston, and the appoint* 
io; the govenxm and judges of the province iudepen- 
dtnt of the people, ware the causes of that imtatioa 
which porvaoud ad ranks of the community. 

In tne year 1773, the American eontroversy was r& 
egnmateed, in Gonse^^m^nce oftea being sent to the CO* 
iBues by ^he East-In&a coraoiony. 1^ AmerieaBs totjc 
Bxasures to prevent, tbe Ittodktg <^ tbe tea. One uui- 
venal spirit of oppoaitian aniattted the oolonists from 
Hew Hampdare to Georgia ; and the pvovince of Ma»> 
aolnisBtti dutineniahed itself by tbe moit violent and 
deeisife proeeeoings. Three ships from Enfl^laad, 
fiBighled witih tea, tar in the huboor c/ Boston ; and 
te tMlllttCftflSIRiM l»idM«HV it nUiM JllMItt sttSw St 



guiKd Hke IndittM, on tbe I8th of Deeeri ib er, 1778, to- 
xered the ihips, and~i]iTew overboard three hundred and 
IbrtT'two ehestsof tea, hang the whole of their eanoefl. 

llie English munstry noir resolved taenlbree ttieir 
authcNntf , and » Boston had been the principal aoeneof 
outrage,'it was detennined to punish tmt town in aa esp 
emplaTy manner. On the 35th Tof March, 1774, an att 
was passed, called the Boston FOrt Bill, ** todisoonlinuft 
the landing and disehamne. lading and shipping, of 
goods, wares, and mercbanoise, at the townoTBoMOB 
or wimin the haiiwor.'" 

The pews of this bill was received bf the BoatooiaiM 
with tbe most extravagant tokens of resentment, and 
dorine the Ibment tfaor new governor, gwnend Gage, 
arrivM from Eiq^Iand. This gentleraan nad been ap> 
pointed on account of his being an offloer of re]Mitation, 
and atnan esteemed by the Americans, among whom he 
bad resided many yean* The first official act of his gun 
\-emment was tbe removal of fhe assembly to Salem, » 
pleasant town seventeen miles distant ftom Boston. 

Virginiaagaintodc the lead in a public avoviral of its 
sentiments. Thefirstday of Jtme nad been appointed 
for the Boston I\nt Act to take ]>Iace, and on that day 
the Oenesal Assembly of Virpnia enioined a pubKe 
lUpplicatitHi to Kfeaven. The style or this injtinction 
was remarkaMe ; the people were directed " to beseech 
die Deity to e^ve them one heart and dne mind, finnly 
to oppose eveiy invasion of the American rights.** The 
Ass^idMy of InligikHa aboieca m mend ed to the colonies 
to appoint a Con^sress of delegates to ddibetate on the 
critical state «f their aflain. 

' Mtenwhije the Bostonjans were not inactive. Tliey 
framed an agreement, whidt they called a solemn lec^ix 
and covenant y by which the subscribers engaged, in the 
anost impressive manner, " to discontinue ali conuner* 
dal intercourse with Great Britain, alter the expiration 
of the roondi of Aogutt, till the lateobnosious acts were 
repealed, and die Cfdony re^ifisessed of its dmrter.** 
Besdotians of a similar nature were entocd into bf the 
odier pioviBoes ; and wbea geqeral Ga^ attempted to 
countemet the onmianrby a inoclamation, the Ameri* 
cans rightly retorted, by insisUng that the law allowed 
subjects to associate in oider to obtain redress of their 



In the month of September, 1774, the General-Co^ 
KreiiofalldwwIaBieiiMCMfUitadeJlphia. Thatbodf 



coasted of ftfty^Bje ^i^ateii, dkMeii hy Ae fcpKsIni* 
tatiTes of eadt province. 

Tlie first act of the conti n ental Congress was their ay- 
fwobatkna of the conduet of the Bostonians, and their «»• 
hortation to them topenevere in tfieir oppositian to go* 
▼ermnent till the restoration of their charter. Ttey 
avowed thdr aHegianee to his Majesty, and drew np • 
petition, in which they entreated him to grant them 
peace, liberty, and 'safety. After several resolutions, 
tending to reconunend unanimity to the provinces, and 
sf^er tttving resolved that another Congfress should meet 
in Philadelphia on the lOth of May following, if their 
grievances shonld not be redressed, tbe^ recommended 
to the people the speedy nomination ox new del^tes^ 
and then separated. 

Meanwhile rdnforoements of BritiA troops arrived 
in Boston, which increased the greneral disaffection to 
such a degree, that the people were ready to rise at a 
mameiit*s warning. The eolonists now began seriously 
to prepare for war ; embodied and trained thdr militia ; 
and, to render themselves independent of foreigners for 
the supply of military stores, erected mills and mann- 
ftetones for gonpower, both in Fhiladelidiia and Vix^ 
ginia. 

These hostile preparations induced general Gage to 
ibrtify the necic of land which jt^ns the town af Boston 
to the continent. But though this measure of security 
was justifiable on the principle of self-defence, the Atn^ 
ricans remonstrated a^inst it with the greater vehe> 
mence. Instead of payme any attention to these inve^ 
tives, the general sozed the provincial ammunition and 
militarr stores at Cambridge and Charlestown. This 
act of hostility excitfd the popular rage to such a d^ 
gree, that it was with the utmost difficulty the inhahi 
fants of A&iss^diuaetts could be restmined rnnn maroh 
ing to Boston to attack the British troops. 

enm these hostile dispositions it was eviden^ that th« 
ensuing spring would be the commencement of a war of 
which even the most resolute dreaded the consequences* 
The utmost diligence, however, was used by the colonies 
to be provided against any attack of the British army. 
A fist of men able to bear arms was made out in each 
province, and tlie assemblies were animated with the 
loosk lively hopes on finding that two thiidsof the men 
who had served in the farmer war were s^ve, and aea|f 
OBI in tbecaute. 



troops. IBs weMcnown intrevioiir and cenenMHty «ii^ 
tainad Sikn % nmnefoiit eoc|M:or vdluoteecs ; he v»«ap- 
(«^Bted thdr cooMmmder^wd aooa |>erfected tbeir djfc 

^Fhe awful looraant now approad>ed whicb was to j»- 
ifobre Gi!«atJ3rituniuidhinr«okHttea inall theJiontirsojr 
t «iril war. In February, 177$, tlie pronocuJ Ckwf;re» 
of M^dinaetu met at Cambcidee. Several mUUacy 
iostitutioitt 6r the pnoteetioo of theprovuK;^ were estfr 
Wished, auMaig the most renarkaUe of which wai thcU 
of the Mintae^mm. A number of the most active and 
fxpert of the Mew EiwbM»A iPiJUtia wese selected, who 
tv«e cUiged to boU theaueliies in t«»dioess to obey the 
ftfst summons of their officers ; and, indeed, subsequeot 
vigilanee and iatrepidit^ fully ^DtiOed mem to the 
alMve>mentioned appeliatxm* 

A rei^lar Qorrespondeooe was now settled betweai 
Coo^teu and the provincial «ieetiiag«, by which the 
motions ot ail the colaniet were directed* 

Oenoaal Gage hm^ been infocmedthatalarge.^aan- 
tity^tCnayirwy stales were c«dketol at ConcoKd, idNatt 
twjnty mites from Boston, sent a detachment to that 
pkuBe to destroy them. The troops had'oi^ers to seize 
Ifessrs. Hancotdt ai«i Adams, two leading men of the 
ncovhneial Coaipess. which w«& then siuing arConcordU 
On the 19th of April, 177<, the dtjtacbment roardud 
t^vm Boston early in the monuog* They proceeded 
with the utmost alonoe, and 4ecared every person thegr 
met to prevent the country from being alarmed ; but 
fotwitbstandine these precantiooi, they soon found, by 
the eontiaual firu«of guns and xinging of beUs» tiurt 
tbey ware d«90o«ared m the mmMfe-metu AboH| five 
oPdock th^ i^ved at tesingUwi, fifteen miles distttt 
iVom Boston* The militia were exerciMng on a green 
near the town. M^jor Pitcaim, who wa» at the head oC 
4be British detachment, called oxtt, ** Disperse, you re- 
bd«! throw down your auns and disperse.*' Iney still 
CDiv^nued in a body, on whichhe commanded the regui- 
laifs to Ave, and they disdazged a volhiy, by which sev^ 
V»lef the Amerkans weee kUkd and wounded. The 
%ro^» then pnaoeeded u» Concord, whore tbey dtistrofyed 
ifi^ aaaresi and engaged in a akkinidi with the {weviiv 
tHdib in wliafih raaow ^iDere Idlled on both sides. In the 
a0t««ftt of the Bntish fliQops from Concord to I^unc* 
ton, a space of nx mile9> tbey were pursued with the 
utnostluiy by tbe AmcrieaDs, ivho fired al tbcra vom 



hcwUtd ' <rtte i^irih, kigl|feDMii^'tife> 

lhsiikilieflleortiiet)aen,wlK»«ef<e OMociiiiig wMbtlw 
greatest espedHiab. At hegkngtaa^ the Britiah tmtlP 
trete jc&ied by t defCidinieiit mider knd Percy, y/Mk 
tyro fidd piecett As (he eaimen were managed until 
(he greMest sluHind activity, they ipeaimnd the ardour 
of the Americam, odnwiaethe detaefenent woaU have 
been entireir eat to pieeet^ cv made tirisamn. They 
eifected dMr retreat to Bosteo, with the hmcf |w« 
hundred and Mtf Idiled and wounded; ^ Ion of the 
{rrorineiab was about cixty. 

Tfaitvietary anSmated tte eoangeof (he Ameneant 
ti> die highest dpgree; imomuch, Oiat in a few daji 
thdraxitty amounted to tweo^tbauauid men. Thisni^ 
n^difile body of troops was Joined by a eocps from 
Connectieut, under general Patntts, a TelerMi offieen 
The Americans now complelely Medtaded ^ town 
(^ Boston^, which, however, was so strongly fixt^ed fay 
general G^^, that they did not ventenc to attadcit. 

Meanwhik Ouigress met at I%ihKletphia, on tlie 10th 
«f May, 1775, and John Haneoek wa^ unanioioosly 
riected President. This gentleman had ena^iestly sign» 
Bsed himseU; and expoided the jprineipa] partoThit 
Ibrttmein the cause ofhis country. He had beeh edooci 
of the company of cadets in Boston, and y/Anm^wwei 
of his commission by geftend Gage, the ooips in £«gH« 
didianded themselves* 

Towards the close of Mhy, leinlbreenents of BntiA 
teoops from Eneland aniyed at Boston, under die cob» 
man^ of genend Howe, BurjfOyne, and Glimw, <dfifecat 
«f reputation. The town of Boston^tands on a peiMto- 
Mia, <Kvided from Charlestown by a xiver abdutthe 
hrettddk of the Thames at LondoD-btidge. B^**™** 
Chiurkstown, there is an »iioence called BudhcK Wul^ 
which c<»miands the whole town of BostsKi* A pwrty 
of the provincials took possession of &is h^ in thomght 
of the 16th of June, and worked with such difigmae 
and siknoe, that before the dawn tfa^ had newrfy eoiw- 
pleted a redoubt and strong enttendmnent, %iiich «» _ 
nnded half a mile. IK^ben thev were discomedby the 
British trof^ thgr wa« ^iea with an incessant eB]x< 
nonade from the ships awL floating batteries, beside* 
the cannon that eouM ncaeh the place than Bosteok 
Tltt provincials howevea continued tl;^ work, which 
tfiey completed about noon, when a coatidcTablQ body 
of infantry was tended at the foot of BdBfcer'^liilf« na* 
dcriheooniiDiaidflf general Howe and geBanlKgot* 



W> AJugliMl^ who wn « detenie flaw >^ni», wa« 
bjr their unmunous Tote mpoafited to ^ unporuuu 
post of eoQunander-iiKhiei, and bii sabwqucnt coo* 
auct shewed him every way worthy of their confidence* 
They also roted him as ample a labry as was in their 
power to bestow, but he generously iKolined all pecu- 
niary emoinments. His reply to the President or Con- 
ncss, on his nomination to tte supreme oMnmaud of 
the anny, was in the Allowing words : 

** Mr, PreHdent, 

^ Though I am truly sensible of thel 
high hoDOUr dooe me in this appointment, yet I feel 
gnat distress flom a consciousness that my ahUitses and 
military experience may not be equal to the extensive 
and important trust; however, as the Congress desire 
it, I will enter upon the momentous dutv, and exert 
every power I possess in their service, ana ibr the sup* 
port of the glorious cause* I he^ they will accept my 
most cordial thanks for (his distingniiihed testimony ca 
their appiobation* . 

" But, lest some uxducky event should happen unfa> 
Tourable to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered 
b^r every genueman in therwmi, tbatl this day declare, 
with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself eqqal 
to the command I am honoured with. 

*^ As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to assure theC Ongiesa^ 
that as no pecumary considenitian could have tempted 
me to accept tiUs arduous employment, at the expense 
of my doniestio ease and happiness, I do not wish to 
auke any profit Aom it* I wiU keep an exact account 
ormy expenses; those, I doubt not, they wiUdisehaine. 
MidUMtfaHIdefilie.^ 

This speech is a proof of that disintemtedness and 
modesty, which were the distinguishing dumcteristict 
ofWaslnagtoii'smfaid. lOMivate life he was affable, 
htapitabl& and fhendly. l^ese social virtues, toKether 
Witt histned vakiur, made htai trulv estimable in the 
eyes of his eountrymen.^ His eleetmn to the supreme 
command was aeeompanied by no competition, every 
"•aenberofCengress, especially tbrne of Vew England, 
lra!e eonvinced of his int^;rity, and chose him as the 
man best ouaUfled to raise their expectations and fix «, 
tbeir eonfideneek 

The appeiBtmeiit of Wadungton was attended with 
fltherpromotioM, UMaeif, fbur rai^oMepeiab flOB aiV 
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tate •taiMM, in Ibe team of • Aee, pcMtAd, anA 
happy eouatry*** 

On Mi anival «t dieesmp, he^ was vMdted widi the 
iDut jojrfal aeelamatiaiM at the Americm jsmnr. He 
found ue British troops intrenehed on Bu]iker'»4uO, and 
defbided by three floatim; batteries in Mystic rin!r,while' 
the Anoerieans were intmiehed on WinteHnU, Ptospeet- 
kiH, and Boxbunr, with a eommoDicatiQCi by small posts 
over an estent or tea miles. As the pronneial sohUers 
had repaired to the camp in dieiroKBnary clothing, Ae 
hunting shht was adopted for the sake of unifbrmity. 
Washinettm fimnd that Ms army consisted of a lane 
body of men. inififfinnidy disciplined, and but badly 

Grided with arms and anummition. Besides, they 
I neither engineers, nor Kiffleient tools fior the eree- 
tion of forttf cations.. He also Iband iinconunon difll- 
cOtties in the orfflmiTation of his army. Enfierpriring 
leaden had distingoished themselves at the eommeoee' 
mem of hostilities, and their followers, from attach* 
m'ent, were not willing to be eommaoded by dffleen 
who, thoo|^ appirintea by Congress, were strat^rs to 
thon. To subtect the licentiousness of freemen lo the 
control of militacy discipline was both ud ardnoiM and 
ddicate task. However, the genius of Washington 
triumphed over all difilculties. In his letter to Coo- 
less, afiar he had reviewed the troops, be says, ** I 
ind here excellent materials .for an army ; abhHbodied 
men, of undoubted eourage, suid zealous in the causD.** 
In the same letter he complains of the want of amrou> 
nition, camp equipage, ain many other requisites of an 
agay. 

Washington, at the head of lus troops, published « 
dedaration, previously drawn up by Congress, expressive 
of their motives for tafciqg up arms* It was wntten In 
eaereetic language, and eootainedifae following ro> 
niKrkable jpassages : 

*' Woe It pociihle for men wha eacercise dieir reason, 
ta beKevie that the Divine Author of our existence in> 
tended apart of the human lacetohoU anab8(4utepr»* 
per^ in, and unbounded power over othen^ manted 
out oy hu infiiike goodness and wisdom as the oinects 
of a legal dominanon, never rightfully resistaVIe, bow- 
erer severe and oppreaslre, the inhabitants of these eO" ' . 
loaies Duzfat, at least, require from the Parliament at' 
I C3hteac Bntflin some evidence, that this dreadful audio- 
Af OftT them h*s been gnaited to that body. But a 
amnaioe for our great Creator, principles of hunanity , 
B 
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those who i-eflect upon the sMbiect, that govam^WBr 
^v8s^l^tlltedto|nmlletethewel£Bte«C»ftllluDd, aad 
might lo be. «diuuii^Kdr jBar Ae attainmait of tln« 

" The legbtetitte rf Gteat Britaait, iumever, Ainin- 
latttl by an inecdinate.pairioB fe» iiofwwr, not oohr m- 
iusUAable, bat wWch they loww to be ^eeuliariy n* 
uLx>biited by the voryeonstitutiHD of that kingdom, and 
despahiMg^or sucficn in *y mode, of conteat, whcMV 
reaaid ahonid be had to tftitK 1»^> «r right, have aT 
3eogth, de«ettbifr tho«^. utteapted to eflfe<!t. tfaek icaaMT 
itfKl impofitic pittpoM) of ensWing: these cohuiKs by 
vioknee, and have themby rendned it Aeoestery fbr m~ 
to close wiA Ihchr last appeal fram Freason to antts. 
Yet, however blinded that assembly may be, by thek- 
iBtempenrtefage for UBfitrtited donoinatkns 8ot««l%lkt 
iuatice and the opwion of maidundi weertean onnelva 
bound, by obfigatioiM of respect to the rest oTthe woridi 
to UMdee kaofwki die juscioe of oar cause." 

The declwation t]MS.proeeeds to deserU^ Ae Manner 
in which the fiist cohMnsts tell Great Britain, the mu* 
tnal friendly intexoourse that had subsisted far ages 
between tlutt country and her ooloaies, and the anooik' 
stittttiaD^]; manner ia which Paifiaraent had acted for 
the last «en yeaiB towacds the Americans. Itthen oon* 

t^uea: 

" We have for ten years, incessantly b^weged the 
tWone as sapfilieants; we reasoned, we renumstsaned 
with Farliamem in die most mildanodeeeut hatguaee ; 
but administration, sensible that we should regard tibeir 
metsucds asireemen oiiglit todo, sent over fleet» and 
amises to enforce them. 

" We are reduced tothetdtemaliTe of choosim an ia»> 
conditional sabnidttionto tvoni^, or resistance by fiaaeck 
'Hie latter is our choice* We have counted, dbe eost of 
t^ ooDtrift, and find wMUng so dreadful as votantai^ 
stefcry. Bbnenr, jusiiae and hotuantty, focbid m 
tamely tai sanrendcr tint fieedom wbiduwe reeci««d 
fltam oar gallant uieesfiors, and whidiour innocent fia»i 
ttrity bavea rig^ to.Mocvve from us. We cannot en- 
duie the infiimy and gitik of noupinpr sueoeeding w» 
ncnuionl to that wncdiedntss wfiidi meWtably awaits 
them, if we basely enedl hereditary bondage upon 
them* 

"Our caiue is jint^ oar onion is perfect, oor intetnal 
resources are gseat; and,if ncceftaqr,fto«8nassi8t«aeo 
^3 nndoobtedly att^joi^lo* 



••'^Tfeflihf not IbrgVMrforcatiqiKactneeAibitto 
Bmildiid the itMnariuiUe spectade of a pemrie sttadted 
fey tiii|»nnx>ked eaeinies. They bomt or thfir privi* 
|mf^ and yetinraffer no mikler eondidom tfaaa aenri- 
tuae or deatb. 

**In our own native famd, in defence of the freedom 
Aat is oiirbivth>ririit ; fbr die protectianof oar prapeiw 
tf, accpiired by the honest indnitry of ow fot^fatheTC 
and our own ; againit violenee actnany oifo«d ; we 
have taken up aims : we dafl lay tbem down when 
hostilities dull cease on the part or die aggresson, and 
«ll danger of their being renewed AaU be remoTed,and 
not before/* 

This bold and explieit numifetto was dated at Fbif» 
detphrn, on the«di or July, ITW, and sobseribed bv Jdba 
I&ncQdc, President of Congress, and Charles Tnom^ 
son, Seeietary* 

A ipeneral spirit of tuaiHraitynemded the eohxiiefl at 
lids naomentoak period. Men or att tanks and ages were 
nimated with mania} ardour. vM even reti^^Mu pre- 
judioei were oveteome by patnotie enthusiasm. Seveial 
yoong men of the «iuaker persnaaian, johiedthe mjlitarj 
asBoeiatiosis ; and we namber of men in ainu fhrougfr* 
out the cokinict was very connderaUe. 

Nor Was this seal for the oommoo cause confined to 
ttenwD: even the fair sex evinced ^eir patriotism. 
At a meeting of the women of Bristol county in Pemi> 
sylvania. a laxfe sum of money was subscribed to raise 
and eqmp aregiment. When themen were embodied, 
a lady, was deputed by the rest to present the renmem 
vrith a magmfloent pair of colours which had been 
vmugfat for them and embellished vrith mottos and 
dEevioes. She made a very aninuMing speech on the 
occasion, and concluded with an injunetitm to dw adBW 
cers and scrtdiers, ** never to desert the odours of die 
ladiesL if they wishedthat the todies should enlist und« 
their Mumen." 

In September eenend Gage viled for England ; and 
die oonunand of toe 9ritilh amy devolved on genoal 
Howe. Meanwhile, the army under Wiaslungtan con- 
tinued die bloekadeof Boston so closely as toprevi^t all 
intrrcourse between diat town and the country. 

The British troops at Boston enduxed a tedious bk>ek> 
ade with their dMuacteriatie fbrtitude; end sulRi«<i 
many inconvenience Ibm the want of neceaMricf of 
every kitid. 

32 
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Aa)iilaB«lbstiiio»llyl]^Mtliraa|^itV<wr Wa^ 
land aboot the latter end of D e cem b a, when the hv* 
fmir of Boitofi, arid aH the riven in the envirom xX 
^dnx town are generaUy frozen to a depth o&.iee sofll- 
oient to bear a great weight. Washington proposed to 
ttfte ponesrioB not onljr of4he town, butalao to take or 
destn^ all die ihippuig in die harbour, and. by thUdd> 
c^ve enternriK, put a conclusion to aU toe Dopes of 
Oneat Britam in wis quarter. This winter, howeTer, 
was lUMiMially nnM, and, fay pveveotii^ the operadooi 
of the provmeiaK hoth tbey and the nnuon were 
obliged to remain inaed«e> As Georgia nul joined die 
«onlederaey, tut Americans now chanig;ed thar eoloun 
from a plaui red growid to thirteen ttnpei, altemaldy 
ledand white, to denote die nomber of the United Co> 
lonies. 

Washington exerted his skill and activity in order to 
eorapel the British army either to surrenderor evacuate 
BottoD befbre any soieeoiirs couM arnve from Rnghnd* 
On the 3d of Mareh|^i776, be opened a batterer on 
die west side of the town, nid bombarded it* This at» 
taek was supported \iy a tr^nendoos ea nn o n ade^ and on 
the ffd> another batterv was op^oed on die eastern shof» 
T1ie.ganrison sustained diis dreadful bombaidment w£di 
the greatest fortitude ; it lasted fourteen days, withoiK 
intermiflnon, when gimeral Howe, finding me place ott 
Kmeer tenable, resolved to embark for Haufax. 

tne evaooation of Boston was not interrupted by die 
provincials, lest the British troops should set it on fire. 

When -die Americans took possession of Bokton, they 
found a nuiltitude of valuable articles which wexe «»• 
■vdidahiy kft behind by the British. 

As Washington was uncertain of the destination of 
the fleet and armjr which had left Boston, and as New 
York lay exposed to any sudden attack, he detached 
several of his best regiments, under gieneral Lee^ fur tht 
defence of that city. 

On the 4di of July, 1776, the representatives of the 
United States of America in Coneress assembled, fk» 
mally renounced all connection witn Great Britain, and 
dedand themselves INDEPEIfDENT, They also 
published a manifesto, stating a list ^f grievances, which, 
uotwithBtanding their repeated petkions, ranained ud> 
redressed. For these reasons thi^ determined on a finat 
sQianktion from the mother country i and to hold the 
people of Great Britain as the rest of mankind, ** ene- 
mies in war, in peace, friends.** 'lliis eelehmted d€»te * 
ration of Ind^pcHteaee coodwied as follows : 
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oMMiMded bv giq^ral Cfintw, hatA ^rntst* *td IamI 
QomwtUit; tBe'acMre, flompoaed of lipiiilmi, uuter 
general Hdtter, wu poMedftt Flat Bosh ; aod the left, 
under giKnemI Grant, was stationed near the aea^duire^ 

Early in the momiiig of Uie 37th, the engngranent 
^RU begun by the HeisiiiDi,anim heavjr file « eannan 
and mtuqiKtiv was contiBed oo both sides for sevoal 
hours. One of the msKs, which Uit at adistanee, had 
bee?) negileeted 1^ the Americans, ^ieh gaTaaooppoi^ 
tunity tothe rif^ divisico of die Biitiih anay to i«ii 
the hills, and itttack. them in the rear. 

The Americans, wbcD araiised of their danger, k> 
tceased towaids mir can^ but were iotenepied, uni 
driven back into the woods;. Here diey were met by 
tho Hessians, and dm* exposed tothe fire of two partiesb 
Mb way of escape now remained but bv forcing thefar 
^»ay tljiOQi^ the ranks of theenemy, ma dios retaining 
their camp. TUs numbers of dtem^Eected, but 1^ fir 
ihe greater put weie either killed or tatoi priaonefs. 

Wasfaii^;ton had crossed over from New xofk in th» 
lieiebt of the engagement, but he came too lale ta 
reineve the fortune of the day. He had the moctift* 
catiim to see sonae of his best troops killed or takeu^ 
wishout bang able toaffiird them any assistance, but be 
used his utmostcxerdoos to save those that sonained, bj 
> welt-coadiicted letreat. ^ 

The victory was complete; the Americans lost i^ 
wards of diree thousand men, ineludiBg two thouand 
hiUed, and eleven hundiied taken nnsooecs, araoag 
whom were three genenJa. On the sideof die British^ 
the loss in killed and wounded was only about. ihrea- 
Juoidnd. Amanf the pvoviooials who mi, afine legi- 
mcilt from Bfar>-laBd was particubriy regretted, it 
eoBtisted yn/bxAly of young men of the best iarailiea m 
that province.' They bdaaved widi the most admhuUa 
hrffaiim, were every man killed or wounded, and thus 
perished in the bloom of voatib. , 

Alter this defeat, WasniBKtnsi, though naturally in. 
treiiid, did not dunk it espedBent to risk anodwraetioM 
against a numerous amy of veterans, well provided 
with ardllery, and dated widi their reoeiit victory. In 
the night oftne 22th of Aoeust, favoured by daikw^ 
and in the most prdBEtund silence, he conveyed his 
troops on board the boats, and landed diem«i the o|fti 
posite shore. 

Soon after this retreat, die city of New Yoik was at- 
tackcdby the £iigttsh«fOgr, and >Vatbiogt«iWar«o» 
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petted to f^tJWM to the pMsorlQng*«fl|ridfe. TlwAiiic* 
tfeMH ofterwKrdf retired to a lOiMiiieaHious craet of eoni^ 
«r]r, it beteg Ae wnIi of their generd to act oft iIk 4e> 
fimsive* 

Ai the time for whieh the American 'toMiefs enKsted 
wm-only atweivemonth, at tlie expimtranof <dnt perM 
numbers of them returned home, in c o ng e qneac e of 
ivfaieh general Washington found hit army aecreaiei 
ffwn thntjT tboosand to aAiout three dioasani men. 

Congresi eseited thmiKlvet to retrieve their lones 
and to recruit their army. They -wer6 fvnnAed with 
« just plea for akaring their mode of enHaring men ; 
taej oidered a new array to be levied, of whi«sh the aah 
diets slwaU be boond to serve three yean, ordoring the 
eantimianee of the War. The most liberal enooamgi^ 
nent was given to reeraits. Twenty doHan weie at 
lowed to every soldier at bounty, besMles an fdlocment of 
lands, at the end of the war. to all that sorvivcd, and to 
the families of those who snoald lose their lives in the 
serviee of their country. 

Tlie British army now ooem»ied adiain of towns and 
linages through the heart of^the Jersej^s^ and had ex- 
tended their quarters into several places in die vidmity 
of Philadelphia. General Washington lestrived to make 
some attempts on those divisions w the enemy that htf 
nearest that dty, and, if possible, relieve it firMn the 
danger to which it was exposed. 

A oorp5 of Ht»sians lay at Trenton ; another at Bor- 
denton, some miles lower ; and a third at Burliiigtan. 
Hiese towns were on theopponte bank of dte Delaware, 
and the hist within twenty miles of Philadelphia. 

General Washington, by a masterly enterprise, sur> 
iminded ihe Hessian trot^ on the S6th of December, 
1776, when the whole corps, to the number of mie thou- 
sand mei^ laid down tlieir arms* 
' Immediately after the surprise of Ac Hessians 'at 
Tretiton, general Washington recrossed the Delaware, 
which at tins place is about three quarters of a mile 
over, and re^ssumed his former post on fheTenmylva* 
Ilia me* Trenton remained tmoccupied, and tlic' ene- 
my were posted at Princeton, twelve miles distant on 
the road towards New Torfc. The weather was now 
growing very severe, and as there were very iew houses 
near ine shore where General Wadiington had taken 
\»» stotion, the greatest imrt of his amy remained out 
in t2ie woods ana tickls* These, with some other cir* 
induced the reci-ossing of the Dvlawarej 
B4 
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tbevnwhiderof Aedqr, vrived, in dw evente tt a 
ttmvenient sitnatitHi wide of tlie main road to Bnm$i> 
wkk, and about usteen miks distant from Prinotton. 
But fo weaiitd and exDansted vtve tbey with the coo* 
tinaal and unabaled service and fatieue of two. dajrs 
nnd a night, feom actiiw to action, without Aelter, or A 
dmott without vefxeabmeBt, thatdbe bare frozen gnMind 
with no other covering than the Aj became ta th^n., 
^ Blaee i^comfortaMe rest* By these two events, and 
wr&i but little comparatiTe fiiree to accomplish them, 
the Americans closed with advantage a aampMg:n 
which but a few days btfove tbreatened the country 
with destructiao* 

TIk writer then significantly remai^ respectinc; the 
Americans— ** This was a period of distresses. A crieis 
rather of daneer than (^ hope; there u no descriptioii 
can do it justice. B,vea the actors in it looking tiaefc 
upon the scene, are surprised bow they got throu^ : 
and at a loss to aecoont for those powers of the rama 
and springs of aniinaticm by which they withstood the 
force of aceumulated misfortune t" 

^He thai crosKd the Delaware and returned with the 
l^riscmen to Philadelphia, after which he repassed the 
river and took {wssession of Trenton. Several detach- 
r^ents of Uie Bcitisfa assembled at Princeton, where they 
werp jfaned by the armv from Brunswick, commaiKiea 
by tod Comwallis, Ihis general now marched to 
Tsenton, and attacked the Americans on the 2d<if JaB> 
mryj 1777, at four o'ck)ek in the aAemcon* The van- 
ruard of the Americans was compelled to retreat, but 
tne pursuing enemy was checkt-d by some field-pieces 
which were posted on the opposite bank of Sanpink 
Creek. 

On their approach to Princeton, the cetitre of the 
Americans was chained by a part)- of the British troops, 
and eumpelled to retreat. In this emergency, Washjcg* 
ton rode forward ; he plact^ himself between his fl>ing 
tRK^s and the enemy. The Americans, encouraged by 
his eUiorutions and cxamnle, rallied and attacked the 
Britial) in tiu^i ; and tbou^ Washin|;Uui was for aon»e 
moments between two fires, he prevjdentiallv escaped 
-without a wound. During thts contest, the British titwps 
dimlayed the most iuvindble valour. One <^ the three 
itigimeots, commanded by Colonel Mawhood, undis- 
mayed by the superiority of the Americans in point tit 
numbers, charged them with their bayonets, forced their 
way through tbeit naSut «nd watched forwards to 



Mufidenhnd; tlie otiier two regimciitt vetinrf in eue^ 
lent Older, and tetKMeA to Brunswicfc. 

Tbe British genera} was to much disconcerted at Aeie 
Itae&pected BuuxBuvres of WrnkdngtmL that he etacu- 
aied Tnmom, and recb«d with fab whow force to Brai^ 

Thai, in die fpaoeof a month, an that psfCof leraef 
that lies hetween BromwiA and Delaware was 9f9^ 
rai by the Britnh treopt, and reeoveted hv the Amevi^ 
ctm. Washington •tatiooed trooos in all toe important 
lilaeat whidi be had regained, and the campaign of I77i 
chMed, nHdi few advantakes to fbt Biftsb arms, ex/OBpt 
1heaci|airitian of New Yoriu 

Thejeeruits suppKdlby the aeveraliirovinees, in Ae 
ipring of the year 1777, feli short of the intended nmnk 
ber: yet, while the British troops were detained at NeV 
Toric Washington reodvcd numerous reinforoementst 
He now nKnred from bis winter eneampment at Morris 
town to the high fauds romd Middle Brook, in tfievi^ 
fiity oTBrmiswidc. In this strong position he threw on 
wonts along the ftont of his lines, but fans prindpa) ao- 
vantage was the difficiiltf to approach fats camp, the 
gnxuKl being so ^nlieiouuy occupied as to nposethe 
imennr to every kind of danger in an attack* On the 
one side he covered tbe Jersevs, and on the other he 
observed die motinns of the Bfitish army at Bnuwidlv 
of wldeh he commanded a full prospect. 

Mftnr stntatjemswereem^ved by the British gene* 
ral to araw WaAington from this stroiig sittiation, but 
wlthoat «ffi:ct, so tluit it was found necessary to nudoD 
jm attempt on TliiladelpUa by sea. 

On die 23d of July, tlie British fleet Miled from Safldf 
Hook with thirty-six battidioDsor British and Hessian 
ttifhntry, a rcnment of Kgjit dragoons, and a corps of 
AmaieaB foyMtts, on board. Alter a tedious aaviga'* 
tion, the fleet entered the Chesapeake Bay, and was coo* 
ducted as fitt' up the river Elk as was practicable. HtTe 
die army boided without opposition on the S5th of Att< 
gust, nrt of the troops was left to guard the stores, 
while Oeninal Howe proceeded Midi die man body to 
The head of the Elk. 

When Washington received information that dieBri- 
ddi fleet had sailed upthc Chesapeake, he marcbed with 
all posable exptdition to the defence of Phihidelpbia* 
Hit arm^. wliountingto fourteen thousand men, passed 
dttougb tnat city to meet the British ibreei, which ooif 
liateAoffifkc&dMiisaad. HeetMawpedondKllraady 
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^Bine Crtik, •bmt midway ft<om Ae Elk to Fhilttdelp^ 
and sent detachmeDts tohiuiustbe Britisbaittiy on dieir 
march* 

On the ap«m»cfa of the enemy, Washington retired t» 
the tide of the Cteek next l^adelphia, w^h a deiennip 
nation to dispute the passage. On the 11th of Se^ 
iember» the v(^ aitny adwDoed to the attack at day- 
I iMmA. and atter a well'Comested hnttle, which lasted 
till nigbtt. the Americans were defrated -with the loss of 
«ne thoittnnd killed, and wounded, besides foHr bun- 
dvM taken prisoners. On the side of the cdoqueron^ 
the kws did not exceed five hundred. Tb$e vittory m a3 so 
eomplete,that darkness alone prevented the pursuit, and 
eonsequent destmetion or capture of the whole Amen* 
ean army, llie ncaiest valour had been displa)^ by 
the offlcert and soldiers on both sides. 

Immediately after the battle, the Americaru retired m 
Chester, whence 'Washinjg:toi> wrote an account of his • 
deft^t to the President oTCongress. His letter vi dated 
twelve o^cloek at nigfat, and is, perhaps, the mant faiti^ 
lU picture ever given of the rHIectioDs of agreat mind 
amid disaster and difficulty. His troops, though defeat* 
ed, were not dispirited, and they coimdf>rt:d their mis* 
fortune rather as the consequence of superior skill oa 
the side of their enemies, than a* pvooeedii^ inun a|iy 
defect of valour on theirs* 

' Congress, which had retinrned from Baltimore to Phi- 
tadelphia, were now obl^ied to retire a second time. 
They went first to Lancaster, and afterwards to York 
Town. 

General Howe, at the head of the vaui>guard of bis 
Mmy, entered Fhiiade)|fhki i^ triumph on the SGth of 
Septt^siber, and the main body of the British army en* 
aamped in the vicinity of that city, llie Americm 
army was posted at Skippaeb Creek, sixteen miles di»> 
tarn. 

When the news that Philadelphia wtui in the possession 
of die royal array reached the northern colonies, they sent 
a rrinforeement of ^or thousand of their best men to 
Washington. On their anrival he advanced within fonr* 
teen miles o'tbe city, and fixed himself in a strong en- 
ctf&pment at Wbite Marsh. 

Wiiile the British aniky was thus successful in t|ie 
middle colonies, more important and dt.'cisive events 
happened in thenortliem prorinoes. G«ieral Burgoyne 
was sent at the head of a i^eran army, to make a vi- 
gorous campaign upon the lakes and in the inUoiiung 



praviiieei: He fint took iKmmkm of Tiedbderogtf 
then cnmed lake George, and oieamped od the faKbIa 
of the Hudson, near Swratoea. Here hit ^rofpstu was 
theeked by the Americam, under Genera] Gates ; and, 
a^er two severe actions, he was forced to surreDdor nn 
llie 17th Qctobei^ 1777. Thi» event difiused an univer- 
^ joy thrtfUg^OMt the United States. 

On 1^ 6th of February, 1778, a treaty of alHance fae> 
tweeo Franee and America was signed by the oontractr 
ing partse*. Washington f^poiiKMi a day for the whole 
army to celebrate Ais event : and it was observed with 
the greatest military pomp. 

InMav, General Howe took his departure for Enj^ 
land, and the diief coimnand of the British aimy dk> 
wrived on Sir Henry CKntoik 

TlieEngKshcainmissioners, appointed by file British 
ministry to attempt a reconciliation with the colonies, 
arrived at New York in the beginning; of June ; but be- 
fore !hcy could receive an answer from Congress, Gf n»> 
nl ronton evacuated Philndetphia. afiter the British 
amy bftd laept possession of it for nine months. This 
ewfit took place on the I8th of June ; and it was coti- 
mdeied by uie Americans as 1^ harbinger of their iude* 
pondence. They asserted, that the strength of Britain 
was taralien on the- American continent ; and that tiie 
army retreated towards the sea, to be in readiness to eia* 
fciolc if the exigmoies of Britain lequired its assistance. 

The British army marched out of Philadelphia at three 
o'clock in the moiiung, and crossed the Delaware before 
noon, with all its ba^age* Washington had been ap> 
pri^ of this movement, and dispatcned expresses into 
the Jerseys to collect troops. He passed the Delaware 
with the main body of his army, . and was hourly joined 
}fj reinfiwcemeots of regular tnM|>s and militia. • 

General Clinton retreated across the cotintry towards 
Sandy Hook, whence a passage to New York might be 
easily effected. In die mean time, Washingtcm pursued 
the retreating army. Hesent the Marquis de la Fayette* 
irith a deutdunent of chosen troops to harass the rear of 

• Perfup* no btngrapfucal history <f moderh timei 
Vfouid be mtre curioM tnan an impartm ortc of M.ckia 
Fayette. Hi* generous exertions in the cause of America 
„Ufte corutptcuous ^gi^ fie made hi the begirwine of the 
Freneh llevdutlonJ>M» rrveiimprisomner/t bytheEn^ 
peror, atui the tngratitude of ftt*'eountrymen.»^7oould, tA- 
tsgetiicr, Jorm a mett interetUng and inafrwcfhe nam' 
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Hat etMfflv { Genertd Lee,wlioted btati lately e^^hamet, 
followed With a division to sujiport bim ; and WMramgk 
ton fainuelf mored with tiie main body to rastaia tbe 
vhole. 

On the 27th of June, the Btitirii aimy cfMsamped in t 
ctrooK position at Monrnomh, near Fiwehold ; and, oa 
the QMinxng of tbe S8th, tfie van-division of the Aro^ 
Tieans, under General Lee, coamenoed the attadc by a 
severe cannonade ; bat Sir JEienry CKiitnn had made such 
jodiciouf an ang i J aient of Ms troops, that die enemy 
were unableto malie am iaipression on his rear. Tbe 
Biitish grenadiers and ha^t uiftmtry engaged the Ame- 
ficans vfi A stich vigour, that thdr fnst line cfMnmanied 
by Qeneml Lee was eompletelv broken ; their teoooi 
line was also defeated ; they both rallied, however, aai 
posted themselves widi a ntorass in their front. Tbey 
were again ehargi-d by the British troops, and were wiA 
difBcoIty preserved fhima total deiCat by the jone^ 
tion of tbeir main body under Wariiington. 

In this aetion tbe braveryand discipline of die Britidh 
troops were conspicuous. They han forced an enemy 
luperior in number from two strong positions, and had 
etidQred exeeirive fatigue both from the intense heat of 
the day and unremitting toil. . The loss of the royal 
army was about three hundred men, and that of tbe 
Araerieans much more comideraMe« 

t%a conduet of Washington on this occasion vnn 
highly praise-worthy. Hit timely interposition with the 
main Dody had preserved the test of hit army from beinf 
fti^<ely eotoff ; and, by his sobaeqoem movements, he 
placed it so advantageously, as to secure it from ana*> 
tack. CoDJklin|; in superiorty of numbers he now tt' 
acdved to act o^sively : his troops by (Mi their arms in 
the field, and be reposed himaelf in his cloak tmder a 
tree, that he mighi be ready to renew the action next 
iHomlng. He was disappointed on finding that the Bri* 
tiih troops had resumed thar roardi during the nig^ 
On thdr arrival at Sandy Hook, they embailted on 
boatd tbe flee^ and soon aflerwaidt arrived at Nesr 

General Lee, who aommaoded the vafrdivision of the 
American armv in the action at MosvnotJtfa, was, iif 
aooaequence of hi« misnnidiiat, put undar antat, tri6d 

ttvCffiunded on t Ji fr w r an m ^ Act* and etrcymttanca 

ifllWad* 



by • osqft-ntfrtiai, uii^aMaMed to • u sa fumj tm* 
pension froin Ms eommaml. 

Couat d*£staisi^ who tod sailed fiWQ Touloa witb 
twehe sail of the Uiie and t!»ee Irintes, wiidi su tfaouK 
flood strfdkn on baud, arrived on the coast of Vire^aHl 
iiD the beginmngiif July. lo Aueiist, Gcnefal^flivan 
vadean uBseee^sfid illflDBpctiUalw potiesiioiiof Rhods 
Islaod. 

Washinetso, after the Mtsettt of ibe British amy, 
Boarcbed to White Flaiitt, near Kui|9ifandgi& whew lie 
CDcaimied. HejMEaautwd in this inshifln till the laMer 
end 01 autumn, when he aetirad to SfiddJe BrooK in 
Jersey. Here his anny erected hots sintlar to dune they 
had made at VaU^ ¥409^ and went imo winter <|iiar« 
tetb 

fo May, IfTO, Gcnetal Clfaitep scBt«dMsioa of the 
Bri^sh army to take Stooey Pojoit* a stroaig fort on the 
laestem side of the north rivier. This'-enpeditiaB waa 
successful, as the distaooeat which Wadiington ky with 
his army prevented him from giving any assistance ta 
thegaxxSiQii. XheBriftiibgeneralfactiJiedStanevFioiDt 
in the strongest manner, ana encamped at PhiMpswri^, 
halfway between thftticrtress and New Yorib^ to be in 
xeadinefls to eomjpel Wadnsgton to as engagemcBt, if 
he should l^ye m ttatJjOD.in Jeney. 

In Older to countoaet these opentiom, ffv^ngkon 
wlvaneed cowiiids tb« Hritftdi aimy. He took a strongr 
positkii at West Point, on the baok of the North River, 
and fimnedadesij^ to reaowerStmey Point fay soroiiw» 
Be sent C^en^ Wayne, on^ of the most inta^id of& 
cerBinbi»aiiny,tpc«i|dii«ttbif«Ot<n>dae* Wayne, at 
the head of a detachment of chosen men, arrived in the 
evening of the Uth of July within sii^ of Stooey 
Pobit. Helfiflnnod bis "men into two eolomni, win 
orders to use the bpyonet on)y. 1%e vigltt eqlumn was 
comraandedby himstlf ift perMnt the lef): by Miyoc 
Steward, a bow tmAfi^t^ mam At midQigfat the two 
eoionpQs murebed tQ tfm attack from .the opposite sides of 
the wofEks,. whi^ were mrnunded with* qiosnss.and two 
rows of abbatis, well pipvided ^itb artillery. The Ame* 
li^ans were opposed^by a tremendaus fire of musqu^ry 
and grape shot, bufuiey pressed fbrwucd with die bayo- 
net, ain both ofdumns mt^ in the eqntre of the wovks, 
where the j;arrison, amounting to five hundred mes^ 
vyere obliged to sunender prisoD«iB <»f w|Nr. 

When the British tienena received intelUgenoe of the 
^irpxi#of Stoaey P^t, k^ maxchHl witb hitiixnqr to 
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rMMGe-Ki MMiM wuniagioD «ki hoc ooniKKt 
n(m of that foitma of sufficient iropoctBuoe to^rak m 
eenerkl aetiou, hedemoliahed aa mueh of the works as 
tnne wooM permit, and carried off^ the artillery. The 
firltiih troops retMfc it threedays after it was sororised* 

Towards the end ot' the year 1779, General CliMoft 
sailed from niew Yqrir with a eonsidetaUe body of trOofC 
to attack Cbai*lestown, South Carolina, where Genenft 
linvoln coinnianded. AAier a elose siege of sis weeks^ 
the town was sunendered to the British general, and tiw 
whole Ameritean gamson made prisonen. In August, 
1780, Lord CorowalUs debated the Amerieans, under 
Geneval Gates, at Camden, in South Carolina, and he 
■Aerwanb mardied thiougli the saothem States witb* 
out oppodtion. , 

Dunne the summer of 1780, the British troops made 
freqoentineufsions from New Yoric into the Jeystys, and 
an unsoeoessAjl attempt was made 1^ General Knypfaai^ 
sen widi seven thousand men to sui^se the advanced 
posts of "Wiuhineton^s array* 

On the 11th of July, 1780, a French fleet of seven 
ships of the line, and four frigates, besides armed vessels 
and tranmorts, commanded by the Chevalier de Tamey, 
arrived atnhode Idand, with an army of Ave regiments 
of the best troops of France, and a battalion ol' artillery 
under the Count de RodMrabeau. 

The arrival of the French CKN^ oceadoned a remarlp. 
able circumstance in Wadiii^ton^s camp. Hithorto the 
Americans bad worn bhie eododes ; but their general 
now ordered them to wear blue and white intermix- 
ed, todenote the aUi«Doe of tibeFitendi and American 
nations. 

Admiral Athuthnot now proceeded with the Britidli 
fleet from New Yoric to Rhode Island, and so completely 

hkieked up the Fk«nch fleet and aimy as to prevent their 
cooperation with the Americans. In the mean time. 
Sir Henry Clinton returned widi Us victorious array 
from Charlestown, and Qenetal AmoM, who had been 
entrusted with the ccMnmand of a very comiderable 
divisionof the American army at West Point, agreed, 
like a base traitor, as he wasj to delirer up that impofb 
cant post to the British eenera]. As Wasliineton had 
set out for Hartford to hoJd a conference with Count de 
Roduunbeau, the oegodation between Sir Henry - 
Clinton and Arnold was carried on with greater fa- 
cility during his ablence. The agent ettif4oyed by the 
British gdKnl was Mbjor Andre, a ^oung offieer of 
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ncrit* To tknmt tke nttwmj camm** 
akaciom, the VuRoxe tlo0i>of war had beta previoudy 
tiatkNMd ID the North Rstct, ani « boat was sent at 
nMht trana the ahoie to fetch Aadre. When he had re> 
eetved «iichiiistnictioiii at related to fab husiness, he wt 
mrt on his retum, but was interested, and all hispapers 
seiaed. ArmildeMapedoDbanid the Vohnre, but Major 
iohu Andre was brought before a board of general oin- 
eers,.by whom he was eoDiideved asaspy, ami sentenced 
to deatti And on the moniiaK of the 9d of October, 
l7«0vintheS9thyearof hisage^ Amfare, the unhappy 
vtadm of the ctron of othoRi, was led to the place of 
aecmiamu Ashe passed alone, the Araerican annv 
waaastanblinl at thedigni^ of biadepcrtaMiit, and the 
manly firmness and compUisency othis eoonienanee, 
whkn spake the serene composiire of his mind v«a glow 
of sympathy pervaded the breasts of the soldiers i and 
the tears (tf sensibitity wore visible in every e^c He 
bofwed himself with a smile to all be knew in his con- 
finement* ¥rhen he approached the fatal spot and bt> 
held the preparatiaiM, he sloped and paused, as if ab* 
sotted in retkction- Then qitteklv turning to the <..!- 
titer next him* he said, * what I must 1 die in this 
mamier?" Beiug uM that it was soordertxi, he iu- 
stantlv said, ** I am rMooeiled, and submit to iny fati', 
but deplore the mode;*' and with a calmness, tliat. 
whale it excited the admimtiuo, melttd the bcaix of 
every spectator, peiformed the last oflioes tohim^if. 

Hi: then requested that all around biiu would U-ar 
witness to the world, ** That hetHed like a brave ituiu,* 
He perished tuttvfxully esteemed and bunenttd; iit- 
deea, a geuend aoniow at hn fate jpervaded ail nuiks of 
people thnMigh the contkient or Azoerica* Gciierul 
Washitigtoo, ia a letter to a friend soon after the Mu* 
jor*s ezecuiioQ, thus expresses himself: 

" Andre has met his fate, and with that fortitude 
idtich was expected from an accomplished man, and a 
gallant officer. But I am nustaken if Arnold is not 
undenpoing, at this time, the tonneats of a mental 
Heli.''^ 

I cannot here onut some notice' of the character 
given of Andre, by Mr. Bushrod Washington. He si)eaks 
of Ura thiM, in the life of his relative, the Genei-al : 

** It would seem tliat art had been sucoessfuUy cm- 
ployed in the euibellishment ot tlMJSe facinatiiig quali* 
ties that nature bad lavished on him. Posse^iitd of a 
6ac penoB aad ex<ielkm UBdanttUMiins * ^ ^^ uuiutl 
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ite ipoMi of «Mnti tnd «fae iiefiaemeBit i&vcM bf cdih 
catiOTKtotheiMMnnafasaldKr. WlKnyoiitii,adQM* 
od wHh neh awe MfeompliriHaeali^ is eooigieiied |pB> 



iMJiimrly ttXtegrwe^^aU-otur Himbilities wenNnoi; 
M»dr for « m o ment , iuiflatti aoeietgr aeems tonvtuM • 
iapnnii6on fay -the ndiDchoty Molcfr Hiegvneifth 
onwentanMnted AeaeMeiieewdiieh the ii8Bges4^«M 



comnelled them to proaounee; and, parliaps,on oo 
~ did the oomnttMler io Gbkif 



•oeMiimofhislifedid the wimmandir io Gbwf oi» 
with-more rdiictaaee die iterD mandatei of dvtjr aoil 
ofpoiioy. Ttif lymimthj nrfiird ■mniM; thr ftmi lim 
dwenwMMinivenal wit itanasuafoA Miek oom^ 
iiom ; and proelaiins <iike the iiMrit of him iwho mtf» 
ftred. and the huP Mmity of thove vhocomMenaBoad the 
pmnhmentk* 

HUtomt^eOt hive Geoifie the thud, has eauaed a 
mikaiid manument of eaupiiate workmaiHl^p, to be 
elected to AiMhe*« monory, in Weitmimtar Abbey* 

At the cloae^ the year 1780, the Aneriean amy 
ft4t the rigour of die ieatoii« with peeuiiai- ctfcuo^ 
staueetof agnavationr Thetreopthad oeeBoilitted f«i 
three yeon,'«raieh were BOW expiicd, and heingiueenaed 
at n ioagh cootinttaDce of haraahips. an intiirrectiott 
btttke out in the Penn^ilyaaia line, wtuch was followed 
bjr that of New Jeraeyw The eomplaiiits of theie tot 
dMft being wellfounded, were redressed, and a general 
amnesty cioaed the business. I'hat part of the Amei^ 
can army whidi was under the inuncdiateooHmiaBd of 
Washii^ton did not esc^ the comagioa of revolt* 
But as he prudently remained in his auacten. hi* pce> 
aeace. ana the respect and affcetion wey had for fab 
pers(m, kept tfadr muxmon within boimda, and pier 
vented a matey* 

The flanpnign of 1781, was (^eoed with great vigoar 
b^* the British army isi Candiua* After several skirmisfaev 
wirh various suoeess, the two anntes under Lord Com- 
walKs and Genoal Green met at GuikUurd, on the 15th 
of ManA, 1781, and after a weUi«onte8t«d iMion, the 
British remained masters of the field. Lord Comwallis 
afterwards marelied into Virginia, where, notwithstamk 
ing the advantages he gained over the Aaaenoam, Us 
rittiation became very critical. 

He took possession of YodsTown, in Virginia, and 
was followed bv the Marquis de la Fayette, who liad 
been d^spatahed hy Washingioo with two thousand Kght 
iofitttry, to watoh ihe notioBt of the Britiib army. ■ 



dwwMtee Bity, whh tw^nty-foar^hipt^f the line. He 
imrikc traops to'Cfro y .-i a t e witii Waahininon, who had 
-iHVci} <incbthe«uutib0dT c^ his avmy to the wuthwnd^ 
•hi wJicD be braodof theanivd of the Frendi fleet • 
Ihe^ h c gyca kie, he preoeeded by foiced marehes to the 
tod o f^e Elk, which he crowed, and prooeedrt to Yodi 
TBb*wii» - 

' Washington now invetted Yotic Town, witbmamif 
of n&teeu tbotnMid Americans, and nine tiMmsand 
^pendk Hefaadseieeted his belt tMOM for this impoi>> 
ymt o eeiwoB, and the Aencfa wei« OMaen outof^lhe 
■tsvjMt eoi'ps oT franec* 

Hie fyeneh and American bstteriea, moonted vfiA 
mehundied pkeea of cannon, were opened agi^nst 
¥<Kfc Town entfie nigfat of the 6th of Getdber, and aik 
teeenam flic was kept up till the 14tb, when two de>> 
taefancBto of the besiegers attacked and stormed two t^ 
doubts in ftont of the British woria. The beinegHl were 
mm m reduced by nckne^s, and the accidents of wffir. 
that tfiey amonnted to only direci thottsand six hundred 
cfleetiTe men* Meantdrile, Sir Henrv Clinton selected 
•even thousand of hi« best troops, ^th whidi he ei»' 
torhq^at Mew Yoik, on board the British fleet, with a 
d Bte r urine tioa to sueconr Ae «nny under Lord Cmi»> 
valUt ; but the garrism at Ywk Town having pene- 
ipcicd to tihe utUHMt extremity, and no prospect ofVeb^ 
^wearing, a negocmtjon was opened with Washington, 
lod the^roops and seamen were obliged to surrender 
danweiws priaooers of war> Tbus terminated the dei> 
cisiTe campaign of 1780, whieh reatised American to* 



m after the nmtuve of Loid ComwalMs, the Britiik 
armament appeared off the Chesapodie, in we latter end 
of Octdber, rat, to their mortification,, they were ap* 
prised that the army cttider Lord CcniwalMs had fluiv 
Rndcffda 

WiBibington lek all Ae honest etuHatiaB of a patriot 
at this aospitious evoit. The orders puUibhM in bis 
enapontheaoth of October were strongiv expressive of 
his siUisfaetiati. He eoogratiHated the officers and soi> 
Otters of die combined armies oe their success, and issued 
a general pardon to all persons in the eontinentid arm/ 
who ware under arrest, ** that every heart might pan& 
cspate the general joy."- Nor 4id he omit what ha 
knew woukfbe parueokirly acceptable toilie veligiaat 
tun of many gf his wmryvt&n Im oiden concluded 



viee dMulil be pex^Bimed,'* tt whidi itwis nlaBBrrie- 
goramgaded to the noapt to am* with that wrift i lBWi 
AMI ienribility of heart, which the iwprinof mieqpon* 
lion Firavidenee in tbair fiivow n jo^qr claunod. 

GeneMi Washington waraotieitoos that themonen 
0f var should he well treated. By his onAers they woe 
distributed in the three provineesof Virginia. Maryhuii, 
and I^nmylvaoia; and their aHowanoe of provisioat 
was the same as that of the American armv. 
• Congress voted «» address of thanks to WashingtMh 
Count de Roefaamheau, Count de Gruse, and all the 
officers and soldien of the comUned armies, for the «r 
vices they had peiionnod* 

Washington now returned with the priiMsjual part of 
his army to th« vicinity of New York, and wmt iota 
miniber quarters. The only aupearauoes of an exiati^g 
war .were some skirmishes and pndatory excumons. 

On the Jth of May, 1783^ Sir Guy Carletou aoived 
at New York, hetngaraiointed to command the British 
army in America. Immediatt:ly on his arrival, he a» 
qumnted W«ahingt<m and Congress, that negociations 
for a peace had been oommeneM at Paris* Afeanwhile 
the British troops evacuated all Uieir posts in Somli C«p 
rulimi aiid GeoiiBiift, and retired to the main army at 
^ew York. 

Prelinuinry articles were signed at Paris, on the 30th 
of Novcmbia', 178^ by Mr. Fitzherbert and Mr. 0»> 
wakl, on tbe part of Great Britain, and by Dr. Frank- 
iiu, Mr. Adanuy Mr. Jay, and Mr. lawrcns, on the 
part of the United States, By this treaty his M^jes(|f 
acknowl«i%cd the Thirteen United Goloaies to be '^frai^ 
fiovieici^ and Independent states." 
. In thit contest it appears, from the roo«t authentie 
tnitiuiate«i that tbe Auiericana Jost 80.000 men, and 
Great Britain upwards of 40jO(X). Such was the termi- 
nation of a war, which exalted the United States of 
America toanZud^peadentnyik among the nation* uf 
tbefarth. 

. As military operations were now entirely suspendedt 
it was no longer necessary to ke^ the American army 
embodied. Tbe states, however, were unable to pay ' 
them the arruars due ibr their inestimable services, ami 
those men who had spent the prime of their days in de- 
fence of their country, were now to be ditmiiiid wiUf 
out arewttcd* 
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A%imslitptwt» vnm^hf Mmnyiimw pffpen to iMSte 
AeoifBoenfliidMildBfntof^v^t. WJMbSnftOD,wbewii« 
then in the eMnp, nvr the dtiQger, and expiteri his in- 
ilwfiee to prevent it. Atanofetingof thegoieeriand 
field officers, with one officer from eadi eora^ny, the 
tiommirider in chief ad^iVMed them in a pathetic 
speech, in wMcii he conjnred them, ** as they Tallied 
Ibetr honour, as th^ respected the riehts of humanity, 
and as they regard^ the military and national charao* 
tor of America, to expi^ss their utmost detestation of 
tfie man who was attempting to open the floodgates of 
civil disoonl, and deluge their rising empire with blqad.** 
Wash^igton then retired. The ofHcers, softened hy the 
cloquenee of their beloved eomnmder, entered info a 
Rsolatkm, hy which they declared, "that no cireao^ 
rtanoe of dhAres^ or danger should yndoee a conduct 
that might tend to sally tiie reputation and glory they 
had aeqciired ; that the army continued to have an «» 
fllHdEen eoirfkleno^ in the justice of Ckmgress and their 
coontry; and that they viewed with id]horrrnce,«id re* 
jeeted itritb ^sdain, the infamom prapoaltions in a tate 
anenyiDOus addr^s to the cAleers of the array.'* 

The fortitude and patriotism of Washington were in . 
BO inMance <C more essaitid senrlee to America, than 
fin this momentous oeeasioB. Instead of maidngthedia*^ 
eontent of thd array instnunental to his own amUtion, 
and nsaipins the goverasnent, this magnanimous pa^ 
ttiot soothed the paawons of his soldiers, and preser ve d 
mviohte the Uherties of his country. 

Towards the dose of the yen: 1783, Coiwiess issued a 
pfodamation, in which the annies of the United Scmcb 
weieapplandedfiir their ** long, eminent, and fiuthful 
services.^ Congress then dedared it to he their ^easure^ 
**ttat such part of their federal armies as soiod en- 
Mged to serve during the war, should, from and after 
the 3d day of November neiEt, be ahtdittdy discharged 
Qpom the said services.** 

Wasbingtoa*8 ** Ffevewel orders to Ae armies of the 
.United States,** dated Roeky^HiU, near- Prhiaeton. No. 
vemher S, 1783, are a iatlKtic exhortation, in vrtiich 
die disimemtediDeai of the Patriot is Uended with the 
wisdom of the Philosopher* It oontains the fdtowing 
interesting and bnpresaive piusages : 

*^ It only remains for the commander in chief to ad* 
drcss himself onee more, and for 4he hist time, to ihe 
annies of the Ui^ted Ststes, a«d to hid ihem an afiee- 
ikMnate, a long farewd* 
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**ieilriiMwrsaHy «daMm4ddgiri. thttfcg iiiwifi! 
]NN»peeti of happineK, o]iened by tae coBodamtim «f 
•or IndcfiendeBee »nd wvereigmy, akaait exee^ Ae 

CwiTof 4esm]»skio ; and shaHiMK the htave nuen* ^riw 
ve contributed ao esaentMlly to diese iaeitinalMtr'ae' 
mnatioiM, ratiring vietorioua fraia tfae-fiekl of w«ri» 
tiie field of agrievtltare, pavtieipate in idl dieMenim[» 
vhkli have been obtained? In audi a lepuUie, ww 
wiii eselndethem firom the rigfau of eitfiem, and the 
fhiiti iif their faiboon? TothoaehardyMMienwhoaie 
aetoatcd bv tbe spirit of adreutiiR, the fitheriea iwift- 
iflbcd ample wad pvoitaMe empl^iventis wad the es> 
tcmive and fertile Kf^ionsor the West wiM yidd a aMMr 
Imppy asylam to thoa^ Mib»,. &nd of dtnoestie «i»iay- 
mem, are sceidaierfor persoaal independence. 

**The eonunand«r in chief eonceives little is. now 
wanting to ensile thesoldien tocbange the aahtuy cfan* 
meter into duit of a eitazen, but thatateadv and deea* 
tenor nf hefaanour, whidi hat generally dWtinguishedi 
notookr Ae amqr ander bis imoifidSate oompftand, b«C 
the diMreBtdetaduuenta and separate arniies, throng^ 
the course of die war; from then' good sense and pn»> 
denee he anticipate; the fal^pseat eonsequences s and 
while he eongratniatcs them on theglortous oeeasioa 
vrtiii^ renders their services in thefieldno Iflngerneoc*' 
sary, he wiabes4* express die soang ddigatioB he leda 
himself under, fiar the asaiscanee he hasraee&vtd from 
every dass, and in everf insmneeb To the WMimn 
branches of the anrnr the cenemltakes^tfais hM and so* 
Icotoi oppommity of professing his inviolable attneb* 
ment and fincnnUpk He wiaber oioie than bare pre* 



fcsaioaiAiiBie in his power; thai be was nallyable to 
he usef«dto them all ixUvtme life. And being now t» 
conehide these hia kst poUieecdefs, to take his uW* 
mate leaw, in » staoKt tiawkof the military chawwtci. 
and to bid a finatadiBu to the annkt he has so long M 
the honour to command, he can only agiiD oii&, in 
their behalf, his rtenwmwriiitonatallifirgMtefiacmia. 
try, and bisfrayers to llm God «f armies. May ample 
iustioe be done them hersk and luqr the cboieeac of 
Hmvoi^s favours^ both Itere and hareaftor, attend tkoae. 
who, under ihediidne auspiees^ have seamed imHimflnu 
ble blessings for otlmrs! With these wishes^ and tU, 
baaedictigta>» theoamnMmdev in dnef is abauttorelire 
fnmaerviee. TbeconainofsepamtiBn will soon b^ 
AEawa,«adtke.iiiiliDHryae«netoMmwiUbe(dOied f^,^ 
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Ttft^in addicts, the anny that Tenmimd at Wect Pnint, 
Oh ^ hanks of die HikIsod, sern a nioit ivspcctful aiid 
afltetkniate answer. After retarniiig thanks to their (;v> 
aeral, for his exertUnn in their taroar, they expivs tktir 
fc<Hings in the foUowing h^ and figurative laneuaic^e : 

** B«ganUess of ftresent sufierings, we looked forward 
to the end ocPour toils and daiKers, to briiduer scenes in 
tfiQSpect* lliere we heheU toe eenias of our cotmtiy, 
d^tified l^ oar sovereignty ami independence, sup* 
ported by jostiee, and adorned with every liberal virtue« 
'flme we saw patient hudiaBdry ft-arless extend her 
cultured lickls, and animated oommeroe spread hi>r saila 
to every wind. There we b«heki fair science lift her 
head, witli all the arts attendiiw in her train. There, 
hiest with iVdniom, we saw the human mind expand ; 
and tlttt>wing aside the restndntt wMdi aonfined it to 
' the narrow bounds of countiy, it embnoed the world. 
Those aninuting prospects are now cfaangi^, and ehang. 
ing to reaKties ; and actively to hare contributed to 
their productii«u is our pride, our^orv.^ 

New York was evacuated by the British troops about 
three weeks a>'ter tlie American array was disbanded ; 
ami Washington, having finished the great work of the 
tev<dution, and founded a repuUie, wished to retire 
ftom the eye of <]^servation^to uie peaceful rural shades 
•r his patrimmiial inheritance. Accordingly, he took 
leave of his officers in the roost solemn manner. Having 
been previously assembled for that purpose, Washington 
joined them, and, calling for a glass of wine, be addressed 
ftem in the following words t '' With a heart full of 
love and gratitude, I now take kave ot' you ; I most 
devoutly wish that your hitter days nuMr be as prosperout 
and bappv, ai your formerones have been glorious and 
hoDousanle/* The officers were deeplv - afttrcUai ; they 
came on to him svcoessively, and he took an a&ctsnnate 
kaveoi eadi. He then lel^ the mom, and paswd be- 
tween the lanks o:'a corns of lidtt iuBMitry that lined 
his way to ^be side of the NorCn River. The officers 
ibUowed him in a solemn silent tiain ; their eyes were 
soffosad with tears. They felt a stroogemotion of re- 
ortt at parting with a ben» who had participated tlieir 
oangen, andw often led them tO'gkny* Wlien Wash* 
ington entered the barge, he tunxn towards his fellow. 
soBiers widi a eaiuBtenance expresrive of bis feelingly 
and waved nis hat as a Ian adieu. 

He proceeded to Anniqwiis to resignhif conunisston to 
^ongnsR : bis proflceai wai msrhied by puliflic rejoioings ; 
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triumplral lir^wfyrere erected at the entraooe of e«vry 
town and viHage tiunagli whveh be passed. A tcuB <it' 
beaati(\il yotinif virgin^ robed in wmte* met hiin with 
songs of gratobition; they strewed laurels «od fiowen 
before tbe bemg;n hero, who moved slowly alonr, on a 
white chufer. The same of Wasliington exeitied an 
uuiTersid emocioii. Wenoen and ohildren thronged tba 
doors and windows, eat^r to behold die deliverer of 
their country ; bands of music filled the air with ■prightf- 
ly melody, while the men who had fought under the 
nuiners of liberty, bailed their general with aedama* 
tions. Wariungton received this tribute of p«blie gra- 
titnde with his diarBcteristic benignity, while his hflSom 
participated the general happitiess* 

On hisanrival at Annapoiu, he infonned Ckmgrea of 
his intended r e ^gn ation ; they resolved it should be ina 

SHblie audience^ and on the day appointed numbors of 
istinguished parsons attended, to behold the interestiogf 
nene. General Wadangttm addressed tbe President in 
the following words : 

" J»fr« Prauknt^ 

" THE great events on which my resign 
nation d^>ended, having at length taken pUice, I have 
now the honour of ofiering my sincere congratulations 
to Congress, and of presenting' mysetf befoK theoa to 
surrender into tfadr hands the trust comnutted to me> 
and to elaim die indulgenceof retiring from tlie serviee 
of my country* 

** Happy in tbe emifirmation of our Independence anA 
8overei|^^, and pleased with the opportunity aflordeq 
the Umted States of beeoming a rrspectable nation, I 
resign, with satis&etion, the appointment I accepted 
with diiUdenee ; a diffidence in my abifities to accom* 
plish so ardooas a task, which, however, was superseded 
by a confidence in the reetitude of our cause, the su|^ 
port of the sapieaie power of the union,- and the p»- 
trDnage of Heaven. 

" The sQoeessfql termioa^on of the war has verified 
the most sanguine enectations ; and my gratitude for 
the interposition of Irwridence, and the assittanoe I 
have received from my ootrnt^nnen, increases with 
every review of the momentotts contest. 

" While I repeat my obligations to the army in 
general, I should do injustice to my own feeUng;s, not to 
acknowledge, in this ufaioe, the peculiar services and 
(iisiinguisbed merits ;^tbeper$Qiu vhQhadbeenattaelH 



lid to iBjrpnwD doling the w«r: itwiii impoidlile tli(| 
ttoiee or oonfidentiBl oflkers to eoApcse my ^raily 
iboHid have been more fiwtoiMife ; penait me, S^, itf 
feooramend in nrticuhir those who have oontiinjed |g 
, ^ service t» tte pmem moment, as woroijr of tbe 
flmraialrie notioe am patronage of Coiusi«si> 

" I eonsider it as my indisppnsalilp duty to elofe t&ti 
bit Mdemn aet of my official lUe, by eonuaending As 
imerestB of oar dearest eomtry to the protection of 
Atorigtey God; and those who have the saperintffndcnfli 
of dioa. pt his holy keemqg. 

"Having now finidied the woilc anSgn^ me^ I retiM 
fiom the great theatre of action; and Uddittf; an affee* 
tionateijuvwel to tbisaogoft body, under whose otdefi 
I hare long acted, I here ofibr iny commiiwirMi, and tain 
my leave of all the employmenti of puUk me*" 

To thb di6 Ptoeaident returned the following ancwer ; 

"The United States, in Congresi aaKmblea, receive 
vim onotioas, too aflEwtin|f for ntteranee, the solemn 
RMsation of the amhacitMs iinder which you have led 

Itkenr trooips with success, throufl^ a perilous and doabc* 
fid war. 
** CaUed upon by yoor ooimtry to defend its invadedi 
r 1J0IU, you had accepted the sacred charge before it baA 
firmed alliances, and whilst it was without ihendsar « 
govcroment to snoport you. 

" Toa have conducted the great militny contest with 
iWam and fortitude, invariably r^gardiiK the rights of 
the civil power through all disasters anja enanges. Yoii 
hive, l^ the love and confidence of yoor feUow^itizent^ 




kspQQ n^ful to Oose who reflect, and to those who fedt 
Kfrioo, yoQ retire from the great theatre of aetioa 
the blessing of yoiir I'dlvw^itiBens; but the ^loi^. 
of joor virtues wiU qoC tenninaie wich your mibtanf 
ftwnmairi; it will continiie to animate remotest agea.*^ 

. VaASnglon now hastened to Mount Vemon, whein 
he was wcdeomed bv his aflcctiouate coqsort, neighbour^ 
and domestics, wim every demonstration of joy ; an^ 
fivesdne: himself of the mintary robe, he once more 
tMineirthe plain saxb of the ftucmer* 

AgricaltaiB Wilis his favoaritepurraitt 9i> fstatetf 
Vtfm TenNDpartioiihirly engaged bit Matio^ and 
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was ptoductife of large quantities of wheat, indiin ooni. 
potatoes, and flax, besides flocks of sheep and herds oc 
cattle* Ujoder his eye his domestics nuiiniiactuved Itnolk 
and wooUen-cloth sufflcient for his household, wlddi 
consisted of nearly one thousand persons* Re was visited 
by all foreigners who travelled in North America, and 
lus hospitality and politeness ensured their esteem. He 
kept a pack of hounds and generally hunted once ^ 
week, accompanied by a party of gentlemen from A)ex- 
andria* 

His life was regulated by temperance ; he rose early, 
and aflter spending the day in a variety of rural pm-suits^ 
retired to rest about nine o'clock* This was his invariable 
rule, except when visitors required his polite attention. 
Ifis table was spread -with the most wholeflome Mands 
and pure wines, but he commonly dined on a single 
dish, which, with a few glasses of wine, ibrmed his re* 

Sast* He liberally patronised an academy at Alex«i- 
ria, and encooigedlhe interior navigation of the Poto- 
mac ; he was the .benefactor <^ the f>oor, and in diort, 
like the sun to vesetation, his cheenng influence and 
example pnanoted the happiness oi cocjety where he 
resided* 

It is extremely remarkable, 'that though there never 
was a civil contest dii%;raoed by so few violent or even 
ambigitoui acts as the American war, yet so pure wt»e 
the moral senthnents of Washington, that he could not 
look back on the jperiod of hostilities with tmmixed 
pleasuiv. An Italian nobleman, who visited him sjSa 
the peace, had often attemptefi, in vain, to turn the 
conversation to tlie events ox the war* At length he 
thought he had found a &vourab)e opportunity of e^ 
fecting his purpose ; they were riding together over the 
scene of an action where 'Washington's conduct had 
been the sxibject of ik> small animadversion* Count 
— — ^— said to him, " Your conduct. Sir, in this ah 
tion has been criticized." Wasihington made no answer, 
but clapped spurs to his horse; ajTtor they /bad passed 
the fleld, he turned to the Italian and said, " Count 
, I. observe that you wish me to spedc irf the 
vp. It is a conversation whieh I always avwl* I te- 
joice at the establishment of the liberties of America. 
But the time of the struggle was a horrible period, ia 
wlAch the best men were compelled to do many things 
repugnant to thdr nature*" 

So ratal are even the mildest civil commotioDsto meoV 
nonils, and so adsiifftble was the tempemment of the 
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mill '«li61»id too much magnanimity not t^ take up 
anns at the ca!) oi his oountry, and \ei too delicate a 
puritjr to dv(^11 with complacency on the Kcollection of 
aeenes which, though they w«re the source of his glory, 
allowed more K&oe tw the display of his talents thaa 
6r the exeraae ra his bomanity ! 

Here it may not he improper to pve a descriptioa 
of tihe qiot that was consecratea by the presence of a pai^ 
triotie hero* Mnint Vcmon is situated on the Virginia 
bank of the Potomac, where it is nearly two miles widoi 
This sloping mount rises 90O feet above the surface of 
the river ; uie summit is about ten acres in extent, in 
tbe centre of which the mansion appears in majestic 
dinpHcity. The front next the river is embellished by 
a portico ninety-six feet lon^, and twenty feet high, 
supported bv eight Doric c^unms. The wings a«e 
adorneo witn groves oi' various flowering shrubs and 
ibrest-trees, skirted by two large gardens, and the whole 
is tcrminatcil by the stables at one extremity, and a 
giresipboase, a sehooMionse, and servants^*hall for the 
negro medianics, at the other. The prospect from the 
fnmt is inexpressibly beautiful* A small woody park) 
that stietches along the bank of the Potomac, presents 
to the eye herds of the Engli^ deer and American 
wild deer, boanding among the thickets, or feeding on 
tl^ herbage) these objects, togetbei^ with the vesseh 
that glide along the river, enliven the picturesque 
scene. Beycoid a smidl creek, towards the north, an 
extensive plain exhibits coni-fleUs and pastures, with 
Anmetous flocks atid herds ; while the Ixroad ex^nae of 
water, and the distant woodlands, cultured bills, and 
valleys, on the Maryland shore, present a rich variety 
of rural scenery, which fixrm an adroiraUe landscape. 

In these peaceful scenes, Washington enjoyed the nh 
tional deSielits of rural life from the year 1783 till the 
munmer of 1787, whoi he was chosen Prendent of the 
Convoitton which met at Philadelphia and framed die 
pKseot constitution of the United States. 

l%e new eonstitutiw being; thus adopted, Wadungton 
was chosen President in April, 1789, b^ we unanimous 
vote of hisoountrymen. When he received intelligence 
cf his election, he set out from Mount Vernon for New 
¥oik. He was escorted by the miJi^ and gentlanen ot 
the &rst character from state to state, and numerous ad- 
difsscs of congratulation were presented to him by the 
ijdiabitants of the towns through which he passed. 
Ou hM »pproftGh tp Philadelphia, he was met by above 
C2 



twenty Aotmnd citizeoi, wh« eondu^Md Uifr t»lte 
cit^f ^liere an etegnt emerMlnniCDt wat fitepvA ftr 
liSnif 

Hi« pnnen frem Ffailwfelphia io New Yaft k A«f 
iMfiiitad % an degant writer, and pieientyaivsAiiaaMi 
picture of public gratitude " What Mr. WaahiBgtA 
CRNsed 4ie Delaware^ md landed oil die Jen^^MM; he 
was saluted withtbceedieen by the inhaUtnntB of tte 
vkinity. When he cainetothe ttraw of the UIL eli hb 
way to Trenton, a triumphal arch was erected on the 
bridge, by the direction of the fariie* of die place. Tha 
erown oTdie areh was hMily ornamented with imperiH 
hwreh and flowen, and on it was displayed in lavtt 
tiganh December sethjirra. On die sweep of the ardit 
beneath, was this inscription: The D^ender rf the 
Mathere wiB also pretax their Dfmghetra, On the north 
side were ranged a number of young oris, dressed in 
white, with garlands of flowers on their heads, ani 
baskets of flowers on ibat arms; in the seeond rwf 
stood the young ladies, and b«Und them the rasniedl 
ladies, of the town, llie instant he pnssed the aMi^ 
the }wing girls befitti to sing the ibHowinffodtf: 

" Weleonw^ vAf^ ehief, oaae tfoitt. 
" Wdoome to fids gifttdVU Aeit ; 
" New noneieenary fbe 
** Aims again the fatal bkn^, 
^' AioM at thee the flMal Mow. 

** Viffgins ftSr, and-mttMNMf SrtMik 
" Hiesatby eoDf^Mng arm did mr«, 
*' Buad ibt tfiee triunphiAVbiswers'; 
''Strew, ye fidr, Us way with fl^WM^ 
" &ti«w ytfVr Hattys way with flo^M^ 

^ As tihey snnglhe last lines, t hey m ewe d dwU H i i a m 
OBtberoed befbre their ddiverer. MssitaRiottontlda 
oecason, contrasted with what he had. in Deoemtbef, 
I77fl^ felt on tftesBOe spot, when tfie affldrs of Anerien 
were at the lowest dih of depresrioo, filled him wiA 
iensationt that eannot be described. He wae rowed 

warn ^h&rtmaimmmm'Mm n mmt ¥«», m 



vfAsmnfivm, 



M-cl4nttex«e,bythif(MO|«l«tt. AD the yeiiek is 
^bniragilKUstm their flM[«. Qpliif Imduu;, univor- 

ang lie m roeriv^ aod cqiu7imU«tod1qr<b0 0«vci^^ 
iflte fit^, tnd «IR9/m w the eM|ioi«tipiw In <te 
evenwg t^ l»oiisei «r «lie iahiKlwiu iwe MtiaiiUir 

On Ae 3(Hli of AfirU, be 1HM iiiuigiii«ed Preodeikt of 
t|ie United Sutes, and tank the m^ enjoiBed by the con^ 
a^uHiM), in the ftrflowU^ woudi : ** I m iplannlv aweuv 
iJifit I will faithfuUy coKonte the oflSce of Flefudtnt of 
4ie UiMI Stiiiei, tm wiH, to the hnt of my ability. 
VMpot «iid de^KA the conicitiitiQii of the United 
%ata." Aa upivtanad a«d Mdeom lUanoe pievaikd 
miofx the sprctaton during this part of the eeremoiiy* 
the CbanedUor then ivoclMiBed mm IVnidem of tba 
VakttA States, and was antwoed hy the diidMuyie of 
cannon ftpd w aedaination o;' ten tfaouaand einzcw. 
After th«* ofxemony, WadungMn rrtired to the Senate 
abamber» wlien he made a cpeeeh to both Honwc, 
^qiongly expreinye of hif piety and jiatriotisiii. 

Tnf>ie is noihitif move strudnf in the whole cfaaiao* 
t^ of OeR«ral Waihingtoa, m which distinruiibef 
him more from other extraordinary aoen, than we eic 
«iim«tttnoea \^ddi attended hii promotion and vetreat 
Dbomonaoe. Unsought ekvatioD and dieeiful retrual 
aie idiBott pecufiar to hinu He easerly courted piir 
vfcy, and ««i}y n^bmHUti to cserciie authority as a pul^ 
iS^ duty. The pronotiona of many mtn are theit«»> 
vga^ of amhitiDQ orer virtucb The pcomotiooi, ev«o 
of good men, have geuerally been cageriy aouf^ttajF 
tiiem from motives which were very much miied* The 
promotions of Washington akae, seem to have been 
Kictorifes gained by his eoiuciaiee over his taste. Mis 
]^bli£ virttie did not netd the ambiguous aid of amfai- 
tiou to y«ie its aetrtfity. We do not affirm that ail 
antlHtion is to be condemned ; it is perhajps uecesaary to 
ttimulatc the siug^sbness of human virtue* TItose 
who avoid the uublic service fram an epicurean love of 
pleasure and of ease, from aBmt lear of danger, from in» 
aeniibility to honest fame, are itpt so much to be praised 
ibr their exemption from ambition, as to be dei^nsed 
for baser viurs* But tliough it be mean to be buloiv amp 
Ution, it is a proof of uuspeakble Kreatnesx of ndud to 
bti oMv it. This elevatkB the mind of Washinctoii 
had naehcd ; and' uukss we are gn:atly deeeivtd, be 
will be fouQd to be a c(ditary example of such exidtid 
C3 
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flMwnflmmity. To despise what all other men yvmr; 
to uew himself eq[ual to the highest places withoot 
ever seddng aay ; and to he as actave and intrei^ 
fiom public nrtue akme, as others are ooder the m* 
flueiMe of the most resOest amhition ; these are the 
noble peculiarities of the character of Washingtom 

Soon atfcr bis appoiatmeot to the chief magistraey, 
he nsited the eastern States, with a view to promote 
agriculture, and explore the means of national impro)v«' 
ment. The French revtrfiption, which has excited the 
attention of mankind, proved a severe test to the jpttt- 
deiioe of Washington. Though he secretly disapproval 
of the violaat measures of the Rench Republic, yet ha 
saw that it was necessary for America to preserve a 
mutual good understanding ivith that nation. Wi& 
this coovietion, he received Bf. Genetj whose outrages 
•gainst the American ^^rpenimeat excited fbe detesta- 
tion of every good mind. The modentiott'iaf Wasin 
ington txiumpMd over the insidious arts of his enemies ; 
and though his authority was insulted by anonjnaoca 
libds, though his oonfideintial ministers were seduced ta 
betray their trust, nay, though the populace were iwti* 
gated to insurrectioD, his pmieaat measures restored 
peace and harmony. 

Washington was twice elected President, and during 
Ms eight years' administnition. he performed the duties 
•f his arauous offiae with all toe zeal of an hooeat vtt 
triot. His principal resideuce was in Philadelph]^ 
where Mrs. Washington was treatad with thedistine> 
tion which her own amiaUe virtues, and the dignified 
station of her husband, claimed. 

The President oocasiomJly visited Mount Voroon ;* 

* " I vKuttrudevfUh awe and veneration^ when Ire- 
eoUected that I was now in the presence tfmte oftim 
vreaUA nten upon earth. The great Pfashir^ton^ the nO' 
hie andwix benefactor <f the world i as Mirabeau ett^ 
him }-Hhe advocate <^ manan ntOwVt the friend of Both 
worlds, Whaher loe view Mm as a general in the fidd, 
vested TDtth unltmited authority and poxoer. at the head tf 
a victorious army; or in the cabinet^ as the President of 
the Ututed States; or as a private i^kman^ cultivating 
his own farm ; heis still the same great man'-cnjcious 
only to dischaive with propriety the duties <^ his relative 
situation*** Wansey*s £&cumoqs w the Uoitsd Stuei vf 
North Amcriwu 
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^rbae in his fxagnant bowers he found t pkaring i» 
bsatlon from the cares of government. 

In April, 1796, he bad die tatisfaction to sign die 
-eommemal treaty with Great Britain, an event wiiich 
was fadKtated hv his exertioost* After haviI^; qient 
fortv'five yean of his Kfe in the service of his country, 
he, in Sejitonber, 1796, announced his detetminatiOQ 
to retire, in the wSkmiag address expreariveof his gm' 
titude and affection : 

" Rriemb and FeUtno-dtixeTU, 

THE period for a new 
cteetion of a citizen, to administer the executive go- 
vennneDt of the United States b^g not fiur distant, 
and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must 
he en^fitayeA in disignating the person, who is to be 
ckiKthed with that imponant trust, it appears to me 
pn^er, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct 
expresaon of the public voice, that I should now ap* 
pnse you of the resolution I have formed, to decline 
being coimdened among the number of taose out oC 
irtiom a choice is to he made. 

** I beg you at the same time to do me tfie justice to 
be assured, that this resolution has not been taken; 
without a strict regard to all die considerarioosTapper^ 
taimng to the relation which Innds a dutiful citizen to 
his country ; and that in withdrawing the tender of ser> 
vice ^rtiich silence inm^ situation will imply, I am in* 
fiuenced l^ no diminution of zeal for your future an* 
terest ; no deficiency oi' grateful respect for 3^our past 
Idndness ; but am supported by a full conviction, that 
the rtep is compatible with both. 

** The acceptance of, and continuance bStfierto, hi 
the office to which your suffrages has twice called me^ 
have been an uniform sacrifice of inclimtion to the opi* 
nion of duly, and to a deference for what appeared to he 
your desire. I coiistantlyhoped that it would have beea 
Biuch earlier in my power, consistently with motives, 
which I vw not at lioertv to disr^;ard, to aetum to that 
retirement 'iVrom which I had been reluctantly drawn. 
The strength of my iudinatlon to do this, previous to 
tbe last election, had even led to die pEepatatton of an 

■ ♦ King George the third fmving a very di^lcute foreign 
affittr to settle^ observed to one of his minuterst " hmf 
eatily he could have brought it to an amicable dose if he had 
. hud titegentie and generous fyiuMngton to deal xmtb,** 
C4 
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^ ^^toi ^If^re it to you ; but mttmy^ nflfotkn fll> 
tbeh perplexed and eriticaJ pasture or oar iffiui^ 
vith foreini nations, and the uiiaqiinous advice oTper' 
BODS entitKd to my confideDoei imjj^lkd me to abanpoi^ 
^idea. 

T rejoice tlu^t ibe state of your cpncenu, extpinal m 
yf^ as inteCQ^, no longer renders the pursuit of ind^ 
nation incompatible vnm tlte'sentifnent of duty or pn$> 
priety : and am persuaded whatever partiality may l|e 
retained for my services, that in the yt^sent circuifl; 
•tances of oar country, you wilt not disaj^jHTove of my 
^IfierminatioQ to retire* 

' The iifipressioiis \citfa i»4iieh I first undertook ^ 
arduous trust, were explained on the prop^ occaiaQDw^ 
Dli the discbaise oi this trust I win only say. that I have 
fi^th good Intentions cootnhuted towards the osiganizar 
fiwand administption of ttk: ^venmient, the best exa> 
^ons of which a veiy fallible jiideitient was capal^e.— 
I^ot unooDscious, in the out-set, of the inferiority of 
mv qualifications, experience iii my own eyes, perfaaDs 
tliil tAoK in die eyes of others, has strengthened tb? 
motives to diffidence of myself; and every day the ene 
icceasiDg weisfat of years admoniahes me more and more, 
that the shade of r^rement is as Djpcessary to mt as it 
ivill be welcome. Satisfied that v any cuciimstahoes 
uave given peciiliar value to my services,' 'tiiey wens 
J(emporary, 1 have the codaofaition to believe, that whili 
choice and prudenoe invite me to ^uit tlie poUticil 
scene, patriotism does not forbid it. 

Id louung forward to tlie moment which is intended 
to'terminate the career of my public life, my feelings 
do not pennit cbe to suspend the deep ackuowledjgnient 
of that debt m gratitude which I owe to my beloved 
country, fcnr the many honours i^ has conferred upod 
toe ; toll more fjor the stediast confidence with whioi it 
has supported me: and for the opportunities I have 
^lence enjoyed of manifesting my iD\iolabIe attach^ 
nent. by services iaithful and persevering,' though id 
usefuin^ unequal to my zeal. If bent^ts have resut 
ted to our country from these services^ let it always be 
remembered to your praise, and as an lustrucdve exam- 
ple in our annals, that under circumstances in wbich 
the jMMsions, agitated in every directions were liable 
to mislead amidst appcaiance sometimes dubious— vieis* 
^xxtdei of fortuiie onen discouiaging-^ situations in 
which ju>t nufrequently^ want of success bas coiinten* 
liooed the vixit <M €aticiSfc«tlK ctfMMDcy of yoor »up- 



port vat tlM OMOtial pcopoftbeeffictiL tnd si M> 
nmee of die i^ans Inr wbidb thejr were eabcted. ro< 
fcandly peoetrMdl with thk idet, I sImU carry it wltb 
ue to my grave, as a ttrong incitement to uoceaanc 
wisfaet, ttiat Heaven may ooDtinue to yon ike chraoett 
tofceBs of ill bene6eenop— diat your union and biD- 
dierly aflfeetkn may be perpetual— that the free eonati- 
tation, whicii is llie work of ^r Jiands, may be ncredly 
miiiitained-''that its administration in every deparr- 
Bient mav be stamped with wisdom and virtue— that in 
lin^ the oappiness of the people of diese states, under 
the auspices of liberty, may be made complete, hv ao 
carrful a preservation and so prudent a use of this Ues- 
aing^, as will acquire to them the gloiy of recommend* 
iK it to the apj^uae, the aflEectum, and the adoptioia 
dfevery nation which is yet a stranger to it« 

Ifere, jpeifaapa,^! ought to stop. Bat a solicitude lor 
jom: weSare, whidi cannot ena but with my Ufe, and 
the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, 
urge me, on an occasion Kke the present, to offer to 
TOUT sdemn contemplatian,^and to recommend to your 
frequent review, some sentiments, which are the result 
of mudt reflexion, of no inconsidcrahte ohservatian, and! 
which appear tome all important to the permanency of 
your fdieityas a people. These will be o&red to youi 
with the moce freedom, as you can only see in them the 
fisinterested warnings of a parting friend, who can pos- 
siUy have no personal moave to bias hia counsel. Nor 
can I forget, as an encouragement to it, your indul^nt 
recq^ion of my sentimcDts on a former and not disnm»> 
hur occasion. 

Interwoven as ia the love of libertv with ever^ liga- 
ment of your hearts, no recommenaation of mine ia 
Heeessary to fortify or cmifirm the attadiment. 

The unitv of government, which constitutes you one 
people, is also now dear to you. It is iusUy so ; for it 
Ma main piUar in die edifice of your real Iiidependence ; 
^ simport of yoiur tranquility at home ; your peace 
^bsafAt of your ^^^\ of your i>rosperity ; of that very 
lifaerty which you so highly prize. Btit as it is easy 
to foresee, that from difibrent causes and from different 
quarters, much pauis will be taken, manjr artifices &ai- 
]^Qyed to weaken in your minds m& convictions of this 
truth* As this is the point in your political fortress 
against which the batteries of internal and external ene* 
mica wiU be most constantly and actively (though oilen 
covmly 9V^ iiiiiidoaBly}diEe«to!, it is of i^fliulte i)omem. 
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that yoia thould |iroperiy ettinivfe tiie tnuaeoK vihieo - 
your tiatwnrf luiioo, to your eoUeetive and individinl 
happjneM ; that you should dierish a eoi^ial, haWturf! 
arjd imraoyeable attaduneat to it; aecustomjng yoS 
«elvestothmk aiid spcalrdf it as of the pallaSam rf 
•yo«r pohtica) safety aiid pronierity, w-atchinr for its 
preservation with jealous anxiety j disoountenancine 
wbaterer may si^;g«t even a suspicion that it can S 
any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frownine 
!I2!? *^i*"* dawning of evesnr attempt to alienate m 
pOTdon of our country from the i^«r tocnfccMe the 
sa«wl ties wbich now link together the vacious parts. 

For this you have evei^ inducemeJit of sympaAv and 
interest. Citixens by birtli or cfaosoe, tit a^omraoD 
eoiTOfry, that country has a right to eoneontrate your a^ 
ftctipns. The name of AMERICAN, which bdtonja to 
you in your national capacity, mustalwaysejalttheiart 
nide of patriotism, more than any appeJIation derived 
ROTO loeaj disciiminations. With sligfat shades of difl^ 
remse, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and 
political ptmciples. You have in a common cause fooglit 
and triumphed together ; the Indepeandence and liberty 
?^P<»e«> arettie work of joint councils, and joint 
eSorto of common dangers, suffirings and successes. 

But these considerations, liowever powerfuHy they 
address themselves to vour sensibility, are greatly ou^ 
weighed b>' those which apply m<we immediately to your 
interest. Here every poruon of our country find* the 
most commanding motives for carefully guai^nrand 
preserving the tmion of the ivhok. 

Tb^ north, in an uarestrained intereonne with the 
south, protected by the equal laws of a common gorera* 
"meaty nnds in the productions of the latter, gneat ad- 
dinooal resources of roarittoe and commereuil cnteik 
^ze and precious materials of manufacturing industry. 
The souOi in the same intercourse, benefiting by the 
agency of the iy>rth, see* its agriculture grow and its 
. Gommeroe expand. Turning partly into tts own chan- 
nels the seamen of the north, it finds its particular navi- 
gation invigorated—and while it ^coBtribates, in diflb- 
rent ways, to nourish and increase the gefoeral mass itf 
the national navigation, it looks forward to the proteo> 
mm of a maritime strengOi, to which itself isimeqnaUy 
adapted. The east, in like intercourse with the west. 
Mready finds, and in the progressive improvement of 
inte nor co mmunications, by land and water, will mote 
and mu^ find a YafcaUe ««Dt ftv Ae ooiuBoditka 
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ffrowth «Dd coiBfoit--«Ml ^iiiiat » pmaps <» lUU gre^ 
lammaeaee, it mast of neoeinty owe tbe Keiire«i^)of- 
Mtof indupeiHible outlets for its vm ^rodactians to 
Ae sKs^t, infl«*Oc. and the future maridmestreMth 
of the iUlsostie tide or tiie union, directed by an mdn- 
aolable comnwmitf of interest as one nation. Any 
other tenuK by wUeb the west can hold this essential, 
advmtage, whelber derired from its own separate 
gtieogth. or teom an apostate and unnatural conneo 
tioawith any foreign power must be iatrinnciiilly pM- 

eaiioosi ^ . « « 

While thai every part of oar eoontry thus feels aa 
V n>«w«if»«<» Mid portieular interest in ummi; all the par* 
ties eombined cannot fail to find in ^be united man 
of means and efforts, greater strength, greater resource, 
noportiosiablT greater seeuri^ from external danger, a 
lea frequent interruption of their peace by foreign na- 
taoos ; wid what is of inestiroable value thev must de- 
rive nom umon an exemption from those bnnls and 
wan between themselves which so frequently atthet 
ueiarhbouring countries, not tied together by tlie same 
eoi^mment ; which theiv own rivsiships atone wouU 
be Mifiioient to produce, but which opposite foreign al- 
fianees, attochraents and intnnies, would stimulate and 
embHter. Hence likewise th^ will avoid the iieccssity 
of those overgrown military establishments, which un- 
der any form of governmesit are inauspicious to liberty, 
and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to 
BenuWcan Liberty : In this seme it is, that your union 
ouAi to be considered as a main prop of your Liberty, 
and that the love of the one ought to endear to you the 
nreservation of the other. 

ITicse considerations speak a persuasive language to 
every reflecting and virtuous miiid, and exhibit tlie con- 
tinuance of the union as a, primary object of patriouc 
desijte. Is there a doubt whetbei* a cuimnon govei-mnent 
can embrace so large a sphere ? Let experieuce solve it. 
To listen to mere speculation in such a case were ciimi- 
naL We are authorised to hope that a proper organi* 
zation of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of go- 
vemroenu for the respective subdivisicais, will afrord a 
happy issue to the experiment. 'Tis well worth a fair 
and niU experiment. With such powerful and obvious 
motives to union, afl^ing all parts of our country, 
While expialcBce shall not have d«<m»nstranfd its w 
CO 
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UndiaAiBtTf, iboe vfOfahvays be iMWl to^^RMIt 
<lie ptttriotiKn oftMie, who IB «i9^ qtutfter may cndefr 
vour to wetken Hi iMnds. 

to MKitemplMinff tiie causes whicli BMiy ditHBb oift 
vnioD, Hoeenrt as a matter ofaerkmoiMMiem} that any 
gntani ahoaU Imtie beenAmmhed f«r characleririnc 
{Muties by geopaphkal iSseriminatioiit-^Dortimii and 
soiitheni--«tiaBtit and western ;'wbeiioe dengning men 
aoay endeavour to exeite a befief that there is a rail dif> 
ftrenee of loeal interests uid views. One of the expe- 
dients of party to acquire inflaenee. widiiii partieiilar 
districts, IS to misrepresent the opuuons and aims of 
other districts. Toa cannot diieM yourselves too moA 
a^iainstthejealouaesand heart buroings whidi apring 
from these misiepresentations : they tend to render 
alien to cadi other, those who ought to be bound «og» 
^r by Dratemal aflfeetion. The iaMutams of «a» 
^ivesterD country have latdy had a usefVil lesson oo thia 
bead: they have seen, in ttie n^ndation by the E^aeeu- 
five, and in the nnammops ratmcation by the Senate^ 
df the treaty with Spain, and in the imiversal satisfiiO' 
tko at that event, (torouighout the United States, a de* 
jdrive proof how uoibonded were dw suspicions pn^n* 
'gated among them of a polioy in the general govera> 
ment, and iu the Atlantie states, unfriendly to meir in* 
terests in regard totibe Mnsisippi: tfiey have been wit- 
nesses to the foimation of two treaties, that with Gre«l 
Britain and that with S^ain, which secure to them 
every thing Uiey eould denre, in respect to our foreign 
relations, towaras eonJirming their prosperity* WsU it 
not be their wbdom to rely ^ die preservation of these 
ad^'antages on the union by which they were proenred ? 
t^ill they not heneefoith be deaf to those advisers, if 
sudi there are, who would sever ^m fioxn dieir bee* 
thien, and connect them with aliens? 

To the efficacy and permanency of your union, tf 

Svemmem £ar the whole is indispennbtei NoaWanoes^ 
wever striet, between the parts can be an adequate 
^ttbstiitute ; they most inevitably experience the hnrac- 
tions and intemiptions vrhidi all aiKanoes in all timer 
have es^perienoed* Sensible of this momentous truth, 
you have improved upon your first essay, by the adop- 
tion of a conmtutioD of govemment, better calculated 
ttum your former, lor an indniate union,' and for the 
efficacious management ^of your eoomion concerns. 
Iliis government, the offipring of our ovrn dioice, «aii» 
flUcBccd «A iBtwcdi «d^tdt upon f uU iqTetdJEMtai 



tni TiMun iliianmiiHi, conplcidlr ftce io its princii 
fto, iu tte diitiilMtiMi of ki powa% imiting woHiity 
vMi energyf "^ iwmihihig vitUn icirif a pioviMn 
ftrit»cnnianaitecnti,lMi« jittteiaimt»yeQr cooft* 
d»ee aad joar tifpaitir^Ae^eBt for k* aathority, <xm». 
piiaqQe vidi its liiii, afe^piieseaiee in its meMarea, are 
aiities esnoTed by the fnadaiBentai maodms of true Li* 
bm. Tke baaisor oar pofitkal tyitsm '» the figbt 
of tie people to umIbb uMto aUnr their oonstitutions of 
Soverwiieaft— B«t the eonstitutioii which at any time 
ensis, until chai^ied fanr an eipKcit and authentie aet 
of the whale people^ m saendly oUintorv up<Ki alk 
The very idea of the power and the right or the people 
to estabhsh a govenuBOM^ presuppoies the duty of every 
iodiYidaBi to obey the crtawiAw coventmeBt. 

All obstnietioiis to the eieeiRiaD of tiie hnvs, aJIeook* 
binatiau and assoeiatiaiu^ under iiiiatevcr plausiUe 
diuvfCCRV with the real desin to direct, eoMnMiJ, cou» 
teraet, orawethe re^^dar dd&beeation aodafltiiiMi of tha 
coBstitiitBd authorities, aie d e s truc t i v e of this fimdame^ 
tal mjoeiple, and of fsMri imdeiiey. They serve toor> 
flndze iactioo, to give'it an artifical and extraonUnavy 
twee, to pot in the pfaMe of the delegated will of tha 
aation, the will of a party often a small, but artful and 
enteipming miooiity of the community ; and according 
to the alternate triuiunhs of difibent parties, to raaka 
the pubUe admimstratian the ndnurofthe iU-eooeerted 
and ineoogruous pvojecu of laction, rather Aan the 
oqgiaa of eonsistent and niiolesoBie plans, digested by 
eommou eouneils, and modified by mutBalmterests* 

However oammnatioas or anociatians of the idwve 
description may now and then answer popular ends^diey 
•re Ufedy in the odone of time and dui^js to become 
potOBt csM^nes, by wbidb eouung, ambitions, and ub« 
principlea nieck will be enabled to aobvert the poww of 
the people^ and to usurp lor tbemselvesdieRins of go- 
venunent ; destroying afterwards the very «ig^iies which 
have lifted them to ui\just doraiiiiaa. 

Towards the prescrvatkm of your gqvennaent, and 
the permanencyof your present happy state, it is rem- 
ote not only lliat you speedily diseountenanoe irrecu' 
hu oppositions to its acknowled^ authority, but aim 
that you resist with care the spirit of innovation open 
its principles however opecious thepretexts. One method 
of assault maybe to enbctinthenirmsof theoonstitii- 
tion aheratioas which will impair the energy ot' the sy^ 
teas, wA tint m iMriermiwi ivtet CiuM w direfltly 
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maiSatmo, In «D die changes to KAidi ^^ ntair 
be invited, rememfaa' ifaat time and babit ateftt leotai 
itecewaiy to fccvthe true clmracter cf gii»eniioeate»«i of 
ether hnmaoiitttitatioiu-diftt exacnenee is thesorett 
gtaiidanl, bjr which to test the red tendency of the ex* 
istia^ eonstitiition of a eomMxr— <tbat facaUtyin cbanges 
upon the ei^ditof meBebypotneasand optnM)0,exposei 
to perpetual ehaogej from the endkw tariety of hyMH 
^h»i8 and opinion; and renaembei^, espedally that va 
the efficient raana|enwnt of yoareonunon interests, in 
a oouniry soextensiTeas oars, a gOTenanent of as much 
vigour as is consistent with the peifeet aecoi&ty ot Lj^ 
berty, is indispensible. Liberty itsdf will findin sudi 
a ipovemment, with powers properly distxflmted and 
adijusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else 
than a name, where the government is too feeble to 
withstand the enterprises of factioU, to oon&ie caeh 
nemb^ of the sooety within the Ktnits presoiibed by 
the laws, uid fa maintain all in the secure and tranquil 
^ijoyment of the rights of person and property* 

I have aUeady intimated to w, the danger ol'partiea 
in the state, with particular refouioe to the ftundiw 
of them on geographical diseriminations. JLet me now 
tfdcea more comprehensive, view, and warn you in the 
most solemn tnaiiner against the baneful efieets of the 
spirit of party, generally; 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable fiom our 
nature, having iu root in the strongot nasnons of the 
human mind. It exisu under different shapes in all go* 
verni^nts, more or less stifled, controuled, or lesptcssed ; 
but in those of the popular form, it is seen inits greatest 
rankness, and is truly their worst enony. >- 

The alternate douiiuatloD of one faction over ano- 
ther, sbaipened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party 
dissension, which in ditrereut ages and countries has 
porpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a fright- 
lul denntism. But this kads «t length to a more for> 
nial and permanent despotism. The disorders and 
miseries which result, gradually incline the minds of 
tSKU to seek security and repose iu the absolute power 
of an individual : and sooner or later tbe chief or some 
pre^ifing faction, more able or more fortuuate tlian his 
competitors, turns this dispotition to the pui-poaes of his 
own elevation, on (be roius of public liberty. 

Without looking^ forward to an extrunity of tbiskind 
(whiub nevertheless ought not to be outof agfat) the com. 
ipmAQd aoatifimti iBii«lue& of tbe spixU of pvty ne 



fofficMMto tDdce H tbe int«e« aoddotsr of « viae peo' 
b|e to Aicoorage anihxestnua it* 

Itteeaes rtwm to^Uftnet ^ poUic councils and 
csifed)le the piiMie admimsdrMion. Ii agitates the com- 
liraniCy "with ill^buiKied jeahmaiel and. falae alarms:' 
kiiMUerthe aniraouty of one pact agaioat anoUier, fo> 
nents eeeasianaUy'not and ingtnrrectkn. It <HPeiM the 
doortofore^ innuenM and corruptimi, wMeb find • 
Iheilitated aooeas to the giovtninem itielf through the 
dianaeis of party ptoAcmu Thus thepoBey and the 
will i^one eoontry are subjeeted to tiie foiky and will 
i^anoth^. 

There is an i^inioo tlot parties in free countries are 
naeful ehecks upon the administratioD of the govetu- 
ment, and wrve to keep aKve the spirit of libeity. Tbii 
^tMn eertain Umits is probably true ; and ii| eovemo 
ments of » moiMircbta) cast, patriotistn may low with 
radalgenoe, if not with fiivour upon the spirit of party. 
Bnt in those of the pofmiar character, in governments 
pDRiy elective, it is a spirit not to be eneonmged. 
From their natural tendency, it is eertain there will aU 
wavshe «9X>Qi^ of tfatt spirit for everv salutary purpose* 
And there being constant danger of exeeas, the effort 
OQ^ to be, by force of public opinion, to mitigRtc and 
assuage it* A fire not to be quenched ; it demands a 
urafoim vig^ilance to prevent its bursting into a ftamej- 
lest instead of warming it Aould eontume* 

It Is important likewise, that the hidiits of thinking 
in a ficee coontr}', should inspire caution, in those intni»- 
ted with its sdraonistraticH], toooniine themselves within 
their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the 
exercise of the pbwers of one department to eneroMh 
upon anotherw— The spirit of aicroachment tends to 
consoiidatetlfie powers of all the departtneBts in one, 
and thus to create, whatever the form of government, 
a real despotinn. A just estimate of that love of ^wer, 
aa^inoiKneii to abuse it, which predominates in the 
h«iB«n heart, is sufficient to satisfy ns of the trutli of 
■^s position* The necettatv ot' reciprocal chedu in the 
eiereise of politica! power ; by dividing and disoibutir^ 
it into (tiflerent depositari(», and constituting each the 
goacdian cdf the pubhe weal against invasion by the 
others, has been evinced by eaperiments ancient and 
modern ; some qf tliem in our country and under oar 
owaeyes* To preserve than must be as neeeasarv&s to 
Institute^thein* If in the oianioo of the people, the dfo> 
-^ — '-iwmodifisaligiiQi. the oooMlMikmal powers, 
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be in iny ptfikidBr wranr, let it be c aw w lrf b* am 

amendment in the way WliiGh tbe coostittttkin iabf 
rates* Bat let there be no change bv nsiirpatioD ; & 
thongh thi* in one instance, may oe we inatrumem of 
gIDod, it w tbe customary ^ireapon by which fiee govern* 
meiits are destmyed. -The precedent must alwayi 
greatly ovetfaalanee in penuanent evil, any i«rdal or 
transient benefits wMeh the nse can at any time yirid. 

Of all the dispoQtions and habit» vihich lead to poBti* 
eal protperity, re^igicm and morality are indispenaiUe ■ 
aumwrts. In vain u'oald that man ebdm the tramteof 
patriotism, vho should labour to sttbyert these ereat 

Sillars of human happiness, these firmest praps or 4m 
utirs of men and latixens. The mere poKtieaDy 
pquaUy widi the ^ous man, oQg^t to respect and to 
cherish than* A v«dame could not trace all their cofr 
nectioos with private and pobUc felicity' Let it rim* 
ply be asked, where is die seeority lor proper^, forre^ 
putation, for life, if the sense of religiout obligation 
desert the oaths, which are the instroments of investi- 
eation in courts of justice ? And let us with cautioai 
indulge the supppntiQi^ that morality can be main- 
tained without reugioik Whatever may be conceded 
to the influence ofrefined education on minds of pec» 
liar structure ; reason and experience both foitnd us to 
-<* expect that national momfity can prevail in exclusion of 
religious prindptes. 

It is substantiaHy tru^ ^t virtue m morality is a 
necessary snriiiji: of popular government. Tbe rule in- 
deed extends with moreor less force to every species of 
free government. "Wbo d»t is a sincere frioid to it can 
look with indifference upon attempts to dttke tbe foun- 
dation of tbe fabric ? 

Promote then, as an olyect of primary importaoee^ 
institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge* In 
proportion as tbe structure of a government gives force 
to public opinion, it is essmtial that pnbfic opinaon 
should be emigfatned. 

As a nrv unportant source of strength and security, 
dierisb public credit. One method of preserving it is to 
use it as sparingly as posriUe ; avoiding'occarions of a> 
prase by cultivating peace, but remembering also tlMt 
timely disbursements to wepare for danger, i'requentfar 
preveut much greater d^binseraents to repel it ; kvh^ 
aog likewise the accumotetion of dcte. not <mly by shun- 
ninji; oecarinos of expetue, but by vigorious exertions 
io ume of peace to dtsqfaimge the ddKs which un»vdKl« 



Blile wvtt inay litTe oceackimd, iwt im^enercratly ^um^ 
i^ upon poaterity die 'Karthen which we ounelvet 
ought to hciur. The execution of these maxims helones 
tOTOur representstivet, liut ifu necessary that public 
qpinioo Aould ao-openite. ^ To facilitate to them the 
performance of thdr duty, it is essential that you sihould 
practically bear ia niind, (hat towards the {Miymeot of 
debts (here must be revenoe ; that to have revenue there 
must be taxe« ; that no taxes eai) be devised which arQ 
tut more or less inconveoient and unpleasant ; that the 
intrinsic ^nbarrassmeot iusepaxiible irom the selection 
of thepcowroliliects ^vhich is always a dioioe of diff- 
cfdties; ou|^ to be a decisive motive for a candid eon- 
struetioo tftbe conduct <iit the government in making 
iL and &r a spirit of acquiescence in ^ measures for 
dotaining revenue which the public exigeacies may at 
BfW time dictate. 

observe goo^ Aiitb and justice towards all nationi^ 
^ivate peace and harmony with all ; religion and m<^ 
saility enjoin this conduct ; and can it be Uiat good Wh 
l&tf does not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy ot a 
f|»e, enli^tened, and at no disunt period a n-eat na- 
tion, to give to mankind the magnanimous ana too no* 
vd example of a people always guided by ap exalte^ 
justice and benevolence.— yHio can doubt that in the 
OMiEse of time and things the fratt of such a plan wouU 
nchly repay any tempcwary advantages wbich nx(g^ be 
IJKt by a steady adherence to ii^ ? Can it be, that Provi* 
da)ce has not connected the' p^omanent fdicity of a 
Batioowith its virtues? The expenment,at least, ia 
recommended bv every sentiment wliich ennobles huj*' 
man nature. Abu! it is rmdered impossib|le by its 
vices? 

In die execution of snch a plan, nothing is more es* 
soBtial than that permafient/ inveterate antiuathiea 
against particular nations, aiid passicniate attachmenia 
(or others should be excluf|ed ;'aud that iu place of them 
just and amicable feelings towards all slMu|f^ Ine culti^ 
vated. Tlie nationj whicE indulges tqwanls auotbir an 
habitual hatred, or an habitual fc^ndnt^ss,' is in some de> 
oee aslave. It is a sla^e to'its auiinosity o^ to i(8 af- 
fection, either of which is sufficient to liead it astraj* 
from its dutv and its initei^^Antipathv iii one natioq 
ligainst another, disposes each more'readi|y to ofl^ ii>> 
suit and iuiury, to lay noM of sli^t causes of umbcage^ 
and to be haughty a^id intractable, wb$at afi«i4sntaj «l( 
VfiS^ 98QldoBf ^ ^Sf^\9 9fiCwr* 
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Benoe freqtMPt eollisions, olxtinate, etxfenaaoeL and 
bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill wiU and 
leteiitroent, lonietimes impels to war the goyemmeut, 
Gttitrary to the best calculatiims of policy. The go\-ern> 
nent sometimes participates in the national propeo- 
•ity, and adopts through passion what reason woold 
reject ; at other times, it makes the animosity of the 
nadoQ subservient to projects of hostility insti||;ated by 
pmle, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious mo- 
tives' The peace often, and sometimes, perhaps, the 
liberty of nations has been the victim. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one natioii 
for another, produces a variety of evils. Sympalb^ ftr 
the fiivourite nadon facilitating; the iUosion ot an inia> 
ginary common interest in cases where no real oommon 
intercsts exists, and infusing into one the enmities of 
the other, betxays the former into a participation in the 
quaneb^and wars of the latter, v^thout adequate indues 
nent or justification. It leads also to concessions to die 
ftvourite nation of pmiteges denied to others, which is 
apt doubly to iirjure the nation making the oonoessiou : 
by unnecessarily parting with wKat ought to have bAtt 
xetaiaed ; and ny exciting jealousy, ill will, and a dis- 
pontion to retahate, in the |>arties from whom equal 
privileges are viitbbeld : and it g^ves to ambltUNis, cor> 
rupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themaelves to 
tbe favouraite nation) facility to betray, or saenfice the 
interests of their own country, without ^QiB, wam^ 
times even with popularity ; gilding with the appea^ 
tfices of a virtuous sense of obligation. aiOommenaabfe 
deference for puldin opinion, or landable zeal for'pubhc 
good, the base and foolish oomplianoes of a mb ition, cor* 
ruption, or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influenee in innumeitble way*, 
such attachments are particulariy alarming to the truly 
enlightened and indepeodent patriot. How many op> 
iwrtuttities do they amwd to tampor with domestic fiiie* 
tions, to practice the arts of seduction, to mislead pub> 
lie (pinion, to influence or awe the puUie eooncils? 
Such an attacbment of a small or weak, towards a great 
and powerful nation, dooms the former to be the sat^ 
fite q€ the latter. Against the inndioos wiles of foreign 
influence (I coBJure you to bdieve me, tellowndtizem^ 
the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly 
awake ; sinee history and experience prove that foreign 
influence is one of the most bon^ul foes of republican go* 
Tecomeot. But that jealm^y to be useful must be ia»> 



WDtial ; eUe h becomes the iostramatt of lite yntf in- 
ftKsnee to be avoided, instead of a defence against it*. 
Sxoesave partiaKty for one foreign nation, and eKoeS" 
uve disiike of another, cause those wham they actnate 
to see danger only on one side, and serre to vefl and 
ewn second the arts of influence on the otbei. Real 
patriots, who may resist the intrigues of the favontite, 
are liable to become suspected and odious ; wUle its 
tools and dupes usurp the applause and eonfideiiee of 
thejpeople, to surrender thdr interests. 

Tlie great rule of conduct ibr us, in regard to foreigm 
nations, is in extending our commercial relatipns, to 
have with them as little political connection as posable* 
So far as we have alrrady formed engi^nients, let 
them befulfilled with perfect good faiou Hefe let us 
stop. 

£urope has a set of primary interests, whidi to us 
have vaae, or a very remote rektioo. Henee she raiitt 
he engagra in frequent controversies, the causes of whidi 
are esstsitially foreign to oar concerns. Henoe, there- 
Uxe^ it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves tr^ 
artincial lies, in the ordinary vidsssitodes of her nofi- 
ti<^ or the wdinar^ eomMnations and colUsions of her 
fri^idships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant sltnation, invites and aut- 
hies us to pursue a different course, if we remain one 
peoptei uiMler an efficient government, the penad is not 
tu oj^ when we may defy material injury icom extern^ 
annoyance ; when we may take sudi an attitude as will 
cause ihe netitrafity we may at any time resirfve upon, 
to be scrupulously respected ; when belli^;erent nations, 
under the imposnbiKty of makin|^ acquisitions upmi us, 
«ill not lightly hazard the giving us provocatkni; 
when wc may choose peace or war, as our interest, 
guided by justice, shall counsel. ^ 

Why forego the advantages of so peeoHar a situa- 
tion ? Why quit our own to stand upmi tbreign groond ? 
Why, hy mterweaving our destiny with that of any 
part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity ia 
the t<als of European amotion, rivalship, interest, hu< 
mour or caprice* 

'Tis our true poHcy to steer clear of permanent alli- 
ances with any portion of the foreign world ; so ftr, I 
mean, as we are now at liberty to do it ; for let me not 
be understood as capable or patronising infidelity to 
existing engagements. I hold the maxim no less appli> 
caUe to pmc Uuut to private afiairs, that boueitly is 
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i^lwi^n the best policir* I ifpei^t it, tberefviie, lekltal 
cQgagem^ts ht! obsep'ed in their genuine aenap* 9{^ 
in my opinioq, it i> UQiieeesaary, ioA w(hU4 be «inWp( 
to extend theno. 

Takiqg civpe a|^^ to I(eep ounelvea, bf mdtaiAe, 
ettaWishineDts, in ^ rej^eGti|Ue«clefeimve posture, v^ 
nuiy s»fel}r trust to tempoEi^y allJiuiGes for e^troordiiijuy 
emtTgeocief. 

HariQOBv, litwral intexcoi{i;ie vrith nil wtiaiis, art 
reeoijiiiiended by policy, 1iivnanity« and interea^ But 
eyeo our oommercial fig^ev aliquld bold an equal and 
injpaitud hand ; neither seeking nor gxantine exclusive 
favours or pceiexence*; oonsultins. the natural etnine of 
thiiigs ; (Uoosihg and. direcsifying bv^tle meant the 
stieaiBs of commerce,' but forcing nouiing ; estabtishiDff', 
witfi powers so disposed* in ordar to give trade a stalwB 
cooEse. to define th» x^^biu of our werrhams, and to en- 
able the guverament to supiport them; conventional 
Kules of intercourse, the best that present circunutaneea 
and mutual opinifm will ^mit, but temporary, and 
liable to be from time to time abandoned or vaned, as 
experieuee and circumstances shall dicute ; ooMtantly 
keepii)^ va view, that it is foUy in one nation to low 
for disuiterested ihvours fiom another ; that it must 
Hy with ftportcon of its independence for whatever it 
B^iy accept under that cbasacter ; that by such aceep> 
tance, it may please ita^ in the coudition <i€ havios 
^ven equival^ts 'ibr nominal ikvours, andyetof boi 
tag reproached with ingratitude foe not giving morew 
There can be no greatu: error than to ex^^ or eaica> 
late upon real favours from nation to nation* Tis aa 
i^UUidon which experience nuist cure^ which a justpri4e 
4«u;bt to discard* 

In ofEcmig to' yoUi my countrymen, ibesd eounseb of 
-an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope tbey 
vvill make the strong and lasting imiH:ession I oouM 
wi^h-Hhat tliey «iu controul the usual current of tba 
passious, or prevent our nation from runniug the course 
]A;hic\» has hitherto marked the destiny of nations. But 
i^ X ^y even fij&tter nij-self, Uutt.they may be pruduo 
live of some partial beneiit, soine occasional good ; that 
tltey may now suid then veciu' ya motlerate the fury of 
party spirit, to warn a^iust the umchiefs of forejgii 
nurig^s . io giiant agaiiist the impostures of pretended 
patriotism : this hope will be a full reoonipence for the 
iiglicitudc for >auir wcU^rej by whish they haw hem 



tEB« fty ill the ffiMIUttge of oiUciM dntiM, 1 htn% 
hbtn gvidtf i»f the priiiciples whieb ImM been deMneo- 
tti,tMflpaHic recMt IM eAer etldeneet of my con- 
dnet mmt witQpw toyou and to tbe world. To myidf^ 
«ie a tfi tta iC & of mV owii «sdicienoe is, th«t I iMve at 
least iKlieved mraeir to be guided bf tliem. 

In rotation tolhe iCill fobnating war in Eqrope, nrr 
proelamatioii of the lad of' April, 1793, is the index to 
mf plan. Sanctioaed br your appRM^g Toftee, and hf 
ml± of your R^reiemative* in boih Housaof Con> 
gfea, the ipifit or tint measure has omtimiaUy Kwrei» 
(tf me ; nmnflndieed by any attempts to defter or divei^ 
me from it* 

After d^PeiaUi' etltntHiatfMi wMi iSnt tid of thebiBit 
ligiits I could obtain, I was wen satisfied thatoor coun- 
try^ under all thecireumstanSes of theeaie,had arig^ 
to take, and was bound in doty and interest, to take a 
dMral PontioB. Haii^thkeff it, I determined, as far 
ai shoidd depend upon m^, to nMdniain it, with modis 
ivGoB, pefseveranee and fimnetsb 

The eonsideniUaitt Wbieh reapeet die right «o hoM 
flat oonduel, it is not BMessary on this oeca^on to detaiL 
i wiO only omerfe, that aoeoriKitf tomy undentahdinr 
of the matter, that right, so far Irom being denied bt 
a» of the bellieneiK powcts, ha* beeii TirtualTy adiiii^ 
tnfayidl. 

The duty of holding a aeittrtd eoodnet may he i» 
ftned, wiOMUt any Ain^ more, tetm flie <Migmtioil 
wUdi justioe and humaidty impose on every nation, ia 
cases in which itisfveft to aet, to maintaiii im^hrtethe 
reiatious of peace and amity towards odier nations. 

The indoeements of Interest for ohserring that coop 
dnet will be tbehM reftited toyour own lefleetions and 
etperienoe^ 'Vnthme, a ptcdominant motite has beoi 
to eadeamor to gtiii t^ooe to our eoumry to settle afli 
mature it* yet recent institutions, and to progxess with^ 
Mt intenuption, to that degree of strength and ottisil^ 
Iteey, wUeb isneeessary to give it, inimiidy speakimf^ 
dtt commaod of iuown fortunes. 

Though in nrriewiag the incident* of my adminisira* 
1km, I am uneaoseious of intentiond eitor ; lalm nef 
vertheies* too aeasiUe of my defec ts not to th ink it 
yidialile' that I may hB.'tt committed many enon. 
whateverthey may nt. I ftrveotly beseech tbe Atanigh^ 
to avert or nutigate the evils to whidi they may tenw 
IshaU ri90 carry with me the hopethat ray country will 
mm iiuwma^HlteWBfcirtMBtt»ca; nfiUmifi 
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t^ farty-ftve yean of my life dedietted to i$M 'nrvlee, 
with an tipright zeal, the fauHs of inoompetentatillilies 
will be oonsigned to oblivion, as myself must soon beta 
the mansions of rest. 

Relyine on its kindness in this as in other things, and 
actuated oy that fervent love tpwaids it, which is so na^ 
tttral to a man who' views in it the native soil of hio^ 
•elf and his progenitors tor sei;eral ^fenerations ; I an- 
tici{Mite with plusing expectatitoi that retreat, in whidi 
I promise mpeif to reaUze, without alloy, the sweet 
enjoyment of partaking, iln the midst of mv fellow^ 
citizens, the bt-nign iii6uence of good laws under a free 

Svemment— the ever favourite object of my heart, and 
e happy reward and trust, of our mutual cares, la* 
hours ana dangers. 

United States, Sipt. 17, I796b 

Washington once more retired to his favourite seat, 
with the fiifpe of devpting the remainder of his life .to 
the calm duties of piety and beneficence. From March, 
1797; to July, 1708, he enjoyed the rational happiness 
couia^eed by viitue. The mratical aggressions of 
France at this time alarmed the Americiuis^ and that 
tliey mig^t be prepared to resist open hostility, Coor 
gress thou^t it expedient to embody Uieir army. Con* 
vinced of die integrity and abilities of Washington, 
whose wisdom and valour had been instrumental to the 
emancipation of his country, the legislative body ap- 
poiuteclhim Generalissimo of the American armies; 
and, obedient, to the voice of patriotism, be accepted 
the appointment. 

But the moment approached in which he was to be 
removed to a higher state of existence. 

On lliur^day, the 12th of December, 1799^ be rode 
out to one of his plantations, and the day being nuny 
he caught cold, whiob brought on an loftammatory 
sore-throat, litis disease became alarming on Friday, 
and when his {^^lysieian anived on SaturoMy morningy 
medical aid wm inefficacious. 

A few minutes before he expired, he enquired. " Doc- 
tor, bow long am I to remain in this situation ?" Not 
loi^, sir,*' was the mournful reply. 

lae first information of the death of Gcnet*al Wadi* 
ington, was ^veo to Congress on the 18th of December, 
in the fulluwing- manner. . 

Ml-, (now Jud^) Marshall, in a voice that bes|)oke 
thpttuguiah of his miod^ and a cnunteoaBce expreaiiw 
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of ibe deepest icgret, tose, wad delivered himsetf as 
loDowt : 

" Mr Speaker^ 

" INFORMATION has been just leceived, 
tint onr tlliistrious fellowncitizcn, the conunander iit 
chief of the AmericaTi armies, and the hite PresideBft 
of the United States, is no more. 

" Though this distressing intelligenee is not certain, 
there is too much reason to believe its truth. . After 
receiving information of this national calamity, so 
heff\7 and so afflicting, t&e House of Reprcseiitativet 
can be bat ill fitted for public business. I move yon, 
therefwe, that they ad.jouTU." 

The motion was unanimously agreed td ; and i^ 
House ad jonmed till to-morrow morning, 11 oVlock. 

December 19. 
This event was coi^rmcd officially by a message 
from the l*resident comnmnicating a letter from lo- 
bias Lear, esq. private jccxetary to Genei-al Wadbiag^ 
ton. 

Gentlemen ^ t?ie Senate^ 
and of the Houk ^ ROfregevtatives^ 

THE letter herewith transmitted will in- 
form yoa that it hath pleased Divine Providence to 
remove from this life, our excellent fellow-citizen 
George Washington, by the purity of his character 
and a long series of services to his counti y, renden4 
illostiious through the world. It remains for an affec- 
ticmate and grateful people in whose hearts he can 
never die, to pay suitable honour to his memory. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Mmnt Vefnon, December l(i, 1799, 
Sin, 

IT it with inexpres^Ue grief, that I have to an- 
nounce to you the death of the great and good Genextd 
Washington. He died last tveuing between 10 and 11 
o'clock, after a shoat illness of about twenty-four hours. 
HSs disorder was an inflammatory sore tmoat, which 
pracectled from a cold, of which he made but little' 
eompbunt on Friday. On Saturday morning about 
3 o'clock, be became ilL Doctor Dicli attended him 
m tbe moroitr^, and Dr, Craick, of Alestuidria, and 
Dr. Brown, of Port Tobacco, were soon after called" 
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In. JSvef y tn«(ti«al asastanoe wAs ofler^ bnt vl^at 
the desired effect His last scene correspondti i^ 
the whole tenor of his fifS. Not a groan jkv a cam- 
ylaint escaped him, in extreme distress. "WUh perfect 
rengnation ^^ a Aill pbasessioo of his reason, he dosed 
bis well spent lii& 

I have thdionor to he, ht» 

TOBIAS LEAa. 

Mr. (now Jod^) Marshall, with desj^ sorrow on his 
countenance, am in a low pathetic tone of TOiee, rose 
and address^ the House as follows : 

The merancholy erent which was yeste^ay an* 
noone^ with doubt, has been rendaiea but too oer* 
tain. Our Washington is no more The hero^ th; 
sage, and the patriot of America^lie man on whom 
in times of danger every eye was turned and all hopes 
were placed, lives now, only in his own great aetioiiL 
and in the liearts~of an affectiei^te and aAieted 
people. 

u, sir it had even not been usual openly to testi^ 
respect for the memory of ^lose whoAi Heaven haa 
selected as its instruments for dispeoaiwr good to men, 
yet sudi has been the uncommon worth, and such die 
extraordinary incidents which have roadbed the life of 
him whose loss we all deplore, that the whole Ameri- 
Cftn nation, impelled by the' same feelings, would caQ 
Willi one voice ibr a public mtmifestatiLon of that sor* 
row which is so deep and so universal. . 

More than any odi^ individual, and as much as to 
one individual was poasil4e, has he contributed to 
found this our wide spi-eadiug empire, and to g^ve to 
the western world its independence and its freedom. 

Having effected the great object for Jwhich be was 
placed at the bead of our armies, we have seen bim 



convert tbe swcwd into the ^lougfa9hare,~and voluntarily 
sink the soldier into ibe citizen. 

When die debility of our fedoral system bad tieoomt 
nanifest, and the bonds which connected die parts dT 
dUs vast continent were dissolving, we have seen him 
the chitf of those patriots who formed for us a eeo* 
^tution, whidi, by preserving the union, will, I 
trust, substantiate and perpetuate thdse liilesaiigB our 
xtevolution had promised to bestow. 

In obedience to the general voice of his eountiy, 
calliitt| on him to preside over a great people, we bare 
M$fti mh <Mpe iti^ quit the letaHSBent ok Ifl^i aos 



is » KBMB moM ttonny and tempeMQoiu Hotsa even 
war itaetf^ with calra and wise determination, punue 
ike true lato^ests of tiie oation, md oontiibute mace 
than any other eould contribute, to thecstablidiinent of 
diat sysiem of pofiey, wbidi will, I trust, yet preterve 
our peaee, our nonour and ear independenee. 

Having been twiee umuumously dioaen the chief 
inag;tetnite of a free pe<^, we lee him, at % time 
when has re«le«tion with the ooiTersal suffraee could 
not hftve beoi donhtedj affbrdiiw to the world a rare 
inrtanee of medeeatioD, by whhdmwii^ fiom his hi^ 
ttatioQ to the peaeeftil wau» of private Kfe. 

However the pubKe eoofideDce may ehange, and the 
public affeetioD may fluctuate with le^iect to othcn^ 
yet wi^ K^<^ct to him they haiK^, in war and in peace, 
in public and in pri-rate late, been as slndy as hjs own 
fim mind, and as constant a^i Ms own eulted vhrtnes. 

Let us then, M» Speaker, pay the hist tribute of 
rttpect And a&^oo to our departed friend. Let die 
gnoKl eoaneil of the nati<m display those aentiasents 
iriUcb the nation feeh. 

For this purpose. I hdd m my hand some rasointunia 
which I wili take the fiherty to ofler to the Hevse^ 

** RB9vtved, That this House wilt wait on the Praai* 
dmt of the United States^ in condolence of this mouro' 
fal events 

** Resolved, That the Speafcer^s chair be shrouded 
with black, and that the juenkbers and officers of th« 
Rouse wear black durinie^ the session* 

** Bewived, That a eoniunttee, in conJunciioD «icb 
oe from the Senatt^ be appcnnted to copsider on the 
SMttt suitabie manner of paying honour to the memoi^ 
of the man, fint in war, lint ia peace* and fint in the 
hearts of his countrymen. 

^Resolved, Vaat this House when it a^jooni, do a&* 
jonm to Monday." 

These residution* were unanimously agreed tow— Six- 
tem members were appointed on the diird resolution. 

Generals Marshall and Smith were appointed to 
wait on the President to know at wlttt lime it would 
be coovenient to receive the House. 

Generals Marshall and Smith having vraited oo>die 
President with the first resolution, reported, that the 
Pneodent would be ready to receive them ac oneoVloclc 
thi»day The Houk acooidingiy waited on him. 

The Speaker addresed the PtesideQt in- the fi>Uowi:n|p 
^ords; 

D 
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THE Houie of Bepreaeotativcs, metrated with 
a jente of the irre|iflnibie Iom fOftakied by ike nttiqB, 
in die death of that gveataad good mail, the illuAriow 
and beloved Wadiington, wait on you, lir, to exynm 
their condolenoe on iha raehtnelioty and dwtKtrijic 
Gveat* 
To which the Pierideat made the ioStowiug aaiwcr i 

GenOanen tf the Hmtu nf Bef^teHvMSw^ . 

I veceife with great ie«eet aad afiectkm the 
condoleMe of the House of RelpraMiitatifes on te 
aielaiidioiy and afflietii^ event jb the death of the 
SBortiUmtrioiu and beloved p ewqn a^ e whieh thiseooa- 
trf ever prodoeed. I nmpatliiK widi yov, with the 
aatioo, and wiA good nnttliraag^ the wurU, in daa 
*" i loM wulaiMd I7 ue all. 

JOHN ADA3IS, 



AiMMasewaiieMived from the Senate, infimaiDe 
tlte Home that thcT^ had agreed to the appointmoiit of 
a joint eonunittee^ to eonndnr a suitable mamm of 

Sying hattonr to the mcoMiy of the man iint in wai^ 
It in i^Aoe, and fint in the hearts of his ooiintrymen, 
and'tbat the; had appointed seven members to join a 
coomittee of the Home fortbat porposei - 

SENATE. 

De^embet. 23. 

AfMoMy to the Arst ie«dution the House waited on 
the Pvaidentt whom they addressed in the foUowini^ 
words: 

The Smate of Ae Xteited States respeetf ally talie 
leave, sir, to express to voo their deep regret tiir the 
loss their eonmry sustanis in the deMh of Oenend 
George Washington* _»^ 

llris event so distnarinf; to all our feUow^Mtizens, 
mukt be peeuTiarly heavy to you, who have Iodk bees 
assodalBd with bUn in deeds of patriotifln. Ferrait 
as, sir, to mingle our tears with youh; on this occa- 
sion it is manly to weep. To lose such a man at such 
a crisis is no eonunen cabunitr-to the world: ourcoun* 
try raouru her Aither. The Almighty disposer of h»> 
man events has taken tmat us our greatest benefactor 
and ornament. It becomes usito submit with reveresiee 
to hUn, who '*maketh dMkness his pavilioiL** 

"Vritfe patiiotie ptida we spnrkw the life of our Wadi- 
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tetaay «Mi canqpnc bitt -with tlMMe of other < 
lite Mte been fMnnrat in Ane. Anocotand 
dcmrttancsiliimmilrfarfbrrfainu Gmtnesi and guilk 
.hmf (ofroften bran «Hie^ but his fame is whfcar tbM 
it is briniaDt. The dertroyen^natiQiii stood abaihwd 
attbe M m i a ity ^faisfirtne.- It nprarad the int(iBpe> 
nnoe of their avobition and.dark^wd die spkudaor «C 
vieloiy. The seoia is elosed. and wa are no lumper 
aniiQin kat misftiCcBK riioald sully his f^ory; he naa 
inweHed «n to Ae end of bis journey and carried vith 
hiaawi inemsinr weight rf hononr ; he has dfpnriipd 
flatly, where tmsfiNtane cannot tarnish it, who* mi^ 
fiee^caoDOol idast it* Fasoced of Heaven, he dented 
without eadiildtiiq; ^e weahness of humanity t nagn^ 
Binrtas in deadi, the dartmew of the gprave eonld not 
obieare bis hrii<htness« 

t Soeh was the man lAam we de|rton> . Thanka to 

^od, bis glory is eoosammaled. Washinf;ton yet Uses 

%bl earth m his spotless example— his cpint is in Hefr- 

yetu 

Let fait coBBimnen eonaeenrte the mMnory of the 



general, the patriode statesman, and the vir- 

tnons sage: kt them teach their elukben never to 

forget that the fruiu of his htbon, and his eiamfrlt 

are their inheritance. 

To^adttch the PmideDt retiimed the falhiwinf •»• 



GuntfnM 9fthB SmmAb* 

I R«eiv« with the most retpaedbl wad a&o* 
tWrnate sentiments, in tins impressive address, the 
oblftging^ expresaons of your r^ret for the lots our 
eoontnr has sustained in tbe dflith of* her most e»> 
teemeo, beloved, and adndred citisen* ^ 

In the midtitnde <^ my thoughts and reediectiotts, 
an this melaneboly event. ^ «^l permit me only to 
say, that I have seen him m the davs of adversity, ia 
someof die secfica of his deepest and most trying pei^ 
^exitiet; Ihatveahoatiefidcd.him in bis bigjiest eJe> 
vation and most pmspeioas ft-Kcity ; with unifonn ad- 
airaUon of bii wisdom^ moderation, and eomtaney. 

Aroem^nU our original associates, in that memomblo 
leagneof the continent ia 17T4, which fint escraeHed 
the sovei^i»gn vdU of a free nation in America, be was 
the only one remaininir in the general government. 
Althoogfa with a oenstitudoB more-enfeebled than bis, 
ttt mage when he thoo^ it neoeMvy to prepaxe for 
D2 
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fctf fcment, I fed mytelf aKme, Iwnflmd of my iHl 
teller ; yet I derive b itrong conmkitSon ftoto the 
unHHimous dispoitSon which appears in all a^ and 
dasaes, to mia^e their sorrowt widi mine, am tfau ooDft* 
mon calamity to the worW. 

The life of our Washii^on cannot suffo by a com* 
parison with ^hose of other oountries, who have been 
most celebrated and exalted by fanie. The atrribatet 
and decorations of royalty, conM have only serviBd to 
eclipse tlK majestr of those virtues, which made him, 
Stoca being a raodest eitizen^ a more resplendent lun^ ' 
nary* Mlnortune^ had he hved, eouU hereaOer have 
rallied his gloiy only with those superlicial miudai who^ 
beliei^ng uiat characters and actions ate maxised by 
success akme, rarely' deserve to enjoy it. Mafice oould 
never blast hiis honour, and envy made him a singular 
exception to her universal rule. For himself he Had 
lived enough, to life and ^ory. For his fellow-citiasen^ 
if thdr prayers could have been answered, he vouU 
have been immortaL For me, his departure is at a 
most unfortunate momenta— Trusting, however, in the 
wise and righteous dominion of Proridenoe over tibe 
pasinona of men, and the results of their eoundjs and 
actions, as weU as over their lives, nothing; remains loir 
me, but hiunbie resignation. 

His example is now complete, And it will teach wis. 
dom and virtue to magistrates, dtiz^s, and men not 
only in the present age, but in future generaticms, as 
long ar our history shall be read. If a Thijan fiMnid 
a F!iny,a Marcus Aurelius can never want biographer^ 
eulogists, or historians. 

JOHN AD4MS* 

In the House of Representatives, General Mardudl 
made a report from the joint committee appoint to 
etmsider a suitable mode c€ commeraoiating the death 
of General Wa^ngton. 

He reported the following resdutions : 

Retdhxd bu the Senate md House of BepfeterOtalvet 
f£thR Umted Spates if America in Congre** onmUdetL 
That a marble monument be erected by the Uoiteii 
Sutes at the capit<d of the city of Wasningtao, and 
that tl^ family of General Washington, be requested 
to permit Itts body to be df porited under it, and that 
the monument be so designated as to oommesuontte 
the gn»t events of his mUitary and politieal life. 



r Jnd As kfmthfr rudhiaL Hiat ilme be a fanail 
pfocesaon from Congrea Ball to tlfe Gennan Lutheran 
chjireb, in memory «f General G&arge WashiogUMi, on 
Thursdny-tbe 26th inat. and that «n onttioD he prepa- 
red at Uw reouest of C«mg;resi, to be delivered before 
both Houses that day; and that the President of the 
Senate.. a9d Sipeaker.'Of the Houie of Itepreientativea^ 
be desired to request one of the memben of Congress 
to prepan^ aaoA. deiiTer the same. 

Jtna he U further retolye/L That St be recommended 
to. the pe<>pfe of the United States, to wear crape on 
tiietr lat arm, ai mourning, for'thirty days* 

And be^Jurther re^oived. lliat the President of the 
United States be requested to direct a copy of these 
resohitions to be transmitted t» Mrs. Washington, assuF> 
tag her of the profound respect Congress will ever bear 
lor her person, and character, of their condolence on the 
ate affi^ng dispensation of Providence, and entreats 
ing her assent to the interment of the remains of Gen* 
eial Washingtm in the manner expressed in the first 
resolution* . 

And be it further resolved, . That the lYesident of the 
United States be requested to issue his. proclamatioo, 
notifying to tJbe jpeople throughout the United States, 
the recommendation contained m the third resolution* 

Th^eresoltttionB passed both Houses unanimously* 

A PROCLAMATION 

Jy iht Preddent vfthe United Staler of America 

WHEREAS the Congress of the United Stat«9, 
I* in honour of the xaemsxy of General George Wasl> 
ingtoiV* have this day resolved. '* That it be rQcoo> 
mended to the people of the United States, to wear 
crape on the kfl arm as moiUTung, for thirty days ;** 
and, ** That the President of the United States be re- 
mnette^ to issue^a proclamation,jMftifyiHg to the people 
throus^out the United States the said recommeuda- 
tton.*^ Now, therefore, I, JOHN ADAMii, Pi^ident 
cf the United States, do hereby proclaim the same 
acoordingljr. . ^ 

Givesi under my hand and the seal of the United 
States, at Philadelpfaia, the twenty-fuunh day 
of Oeeember, in the year of our Lord, one 
thwiiwiri teven hundrad and oinegf^ne, and 
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of te Iflimendenoe }ff ItelAiSted'tMMMr Hie 
tweotr-fimrdi* 

SOBS APAM& 

Timothy FSckeriBCr, SgerBttry of teee. 

y. B. The eonteDts oi ^bn pndimataaaoweKtaBf 
•coompliabed bjr a- gtMefiil p«i»plew 

We have now .attended WaaUngtattlo^liai deClMiedL 
•idiere he lies wim m a ded hy his weevSne ftiendv and 
domestics. With what calm ihrtHode dttes hetafllr 
Min! Even death has no terror for the vcnenbleiitrof 
He has lone been fkraiUarised to danger, ttod eoosiders 
the diMolutKH) of his ftameas oneof oe oeoeisary op» 
tations 0^ nature. Fiety to his Cieator, and love of mt 
eountiy. were the motives of his actions ; and be coi^ 
siderea a life of beneficence as die best proof he eoold 
rive of bis veneratioQ for the Fnher of man. Now. 
Ike a traveller who has explored varicxis feposn, and 
who, faaving^experienoed we - altemati^Hn or adversity 
and prosperity, has arrived at his ioumcy's end^ he layi 
down )m beaa to-rqNMe, vdth the hope of risng to a 
kappy immortaKty. 

Hiusfa&slast scene correnxmded with Ae whole tenor 
of 'his fife. In full poiKssian of his leason he breathed 
his lastwithdot a groan, ou Satorday, the l^'ef Be- 
cember, 1799, in the 61st year of his age. He wai 
a man saperior to all the titles which arrogance at 
servility have invented for the deeomiion of hmditary 
rank. He was one who seemed to have been expressly 
lormed by Providenee for the mighty work of estafaKsh- 
ing the independence d a people, which may one day 
delight die pmlandiropiBt with die view of as great aa 
assemblMK oi' fnemeD as Bitrope now eontains of 
daves. fts firm mind, adapted to all ciwumtanciia of 
ftrtime, equally inaccessible to the flatteries of taopeaod 
dhe sng^estiouB of despair, was kc^ steady by the 
gland principles of pore love to his ooomry, and a ie> 
figious attachment tomoml doty. He was one of tfems 
truly great men, who can be cool without pUegm, ds»> 
pasauuate without indilferenoe— who, eonsmndy intent 
upwi an important end^ are little moved by the vicis- 
situdes and Suetuatiaos in the means whidv letd to it* 
b hira, even fame, glory, reputation, wcse sobonKnate 
•onsidentions to the suc^Wul performanoeof thehig^ 
task assigned him ; and he cmdd without impatienee 
ibr ttMit icwwd of foUia tipptauie «nd fMKitudsb 



wAalnvcnoii* 



«r etdnutte. I& lus dMuraeier -wen imt w wl ail ^e 
fB^itBei Due moit admire in <he noUat names of ntf* 
quty. Timoieon, Ariitkle*, CmiHiu, Fabim, did not 
smp ois iito ii» fortitodei yfiidcneen dji intereitednew, 
and inicfsritj* No one ever mora enectvaily nnitod d^ 
cmve finnnen, with that lenity which flowg from tnie 
h ak - f u i m oew Nooneeverl^aaved dmoociitiieoideidaff 
ftmr aad influence more free finm tbe rerootot ■» 
ykioB of telfltb and amMtiomdeiignt. Tohavepatt6d 

VMCiiM dumighMidi a caieer of gioi^and VMnmioM't 
ii to Ingh and rare a kiatioK, that n«[ret for bii lorn 
wiQ f^rSbMy, in those minds whidi are wanned by ft 
•ense of exalted virtue^ be sunk in die satisfaetion of 
uetxug amrtfaer illustrious name placed beyond all dan- 
ger of hinnan itnfinnity. 

On Wednesday, Ae 18th of December, tiie remains of 
VashinKton were interred in the fanuly mnk at Moont 
Vernon. The funeral was Itttinided by a muhitode of 
nevMns of both sexes, who came to pay the last sad 
Bononrs to their beneuctor* 

The filkming Aecount of the Inferment it taken/r§m 
theBcttonCentinelt 

** On Wednesday hut thenovtal part of Washingtott 
the Gieat, the father of his country, and the fKend of 
man, was eonagned to the tomb, with solemn honoon 
wd funeral pomp. 

Between taree and four 0*610011 the corpse was moTed, 
a band of music, with mooniftd meledy, melted the 
lenl in all the teudeiness of woe* 

Tlie prooession was fionned, tnd moved in the folloir- 
iBBonier: 

Cavalrp—— Infa nuy Goaids 

(With arms reversed.) 

Music 

Clergy. 

Th<Ociicnd*s hone, with his saddle, hoIsta% and ^sfoli. 



Colonel Simms, K Colonel Gilinn. 
"* Marste" 

Zittle^ 



Bamsey, m ■ Marstelkr, 
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Monmers, 
Masonic BrothreOb < 
CitSicai* 
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MImb the piMennon had fnived at AefliHily^^wiic; 
at dK bottom of the eteratal tewn tff the hanks of (he 
■BstDinac, the cavaky halted, the iafantry mardied to* 
wards the Moant, and fiwmed the Knet; tbte tlergy, the 
maaonie tarotheia, and the dticeas, descended to the 
«aah, and Ae f uneial aenioe of the ;ehardh war per* 
foimed. 

Thiee geneeal disduuKes bv the infantry, die eavafay, 
■deyen ^eees of artillery, which lined the banks <if the 
PMomae, and from a void that lay in theji^rari paid 
the last tribute to the entombed Commander in Chief 
of the armies of the United States, and to the veneiable 
departed hero. 

llie Sun was now setting. Alas! the Sun tf Glorp 
was set for erer. No-^ie name of WashingrtoQ* the 
American President and General, will triQrai|b over 
deadi : the uodotoided brightness of his glovy will iUib 
minate future ages. 

Congress have decreed, that the remains of the Ameri* 
canhsvo should be lemoTed to the capitd in Ae eity of 
Washington, and interred under a column, insculptined 
widk an account of his prindpal achievements. The 
l^ident wrote to Mrs. Washingt<» for her eoneuf^ 
i-f nee, and that amiable woman relunetantly consented ; 
for, as she says, ** I must consent to thereoaest made by 
Congress ; and in doi^g this I need not, I cannot, tay, 
what a (acrifiee of individual feeling I make to a seme 
of public duty-" 

The will of this great man displays the same modera* 
iSoQ and goodness of heart which actuated him through* 
mat his life. ]\fay his enmple exeite the emotetioo of 
his countrymen, who have been too lon^ rcttrained by 
interest fiom yielding to the generous impulse of hu- 
manity, and restoring their slaves to that hberty whidk 
IS the birth-right of mani 

Waslungton was tall, erect, and well made, but thin* 
His eyes were light blue, his nose rather loqg, and Ins 
countenance expressi\'e of extreme aensibiliU'. Ifis de- 
meanour was dignified and modest. ** There was a 
n^ld serenity in his deportment; he was slow said 
moderate in his resentments ; and if he had finilts, he 
must have been sensible of them, and was very sucoess- 
ful til conoealiag them from the world.** He was aifii* 
ble, generous, and conscientious. His valuable Utarary, 
and a correspondence with an&nent men, f umnhed him 
with a lich fund of knowledge ; and the productions 
of his pea are persjucovs and kb^Ic. He was an af* 
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sdudmoested friend, abenkii um- 
ttr, «ixl • bencftrtwr to the indligent. H* pnctind Ums 
ncM Tirtnes tKcaiue tlwy wine mjoSiiecl by xcJiBka^ 
and from his inmite love 6f rectitude. 

The nmifauity between the public \iitue> of Wash- 
ineton, wad those of Alfred die Great, is adminblew 
These extraordinary men i^'ere both celebrated far their 
lore of justice, their fortitude, their patrioCism, and 
^ety. when Alfred exdhanffed the military gurb for 
that of the peasant, he suflered a greater reverse of fof^ 
tone than eterbef^ Washington ; and whoi in disrusie 
be exploded theeampof the Danes, and lulled susptcion 
by me melody of his harp, he evinced a more rnter* 
priring pienins than the American. The capture of 
the Hpsaant at Trenton, however, remuids us of the 
•dnevement of Alfred ; who, by surprising the Danish 
camp, xevived the hopet of his countrymen. Washing- 
ton roonded a repubbc ; he was instrumental to the es* 
taUishment of his polity, iSid retired " with all his 
,blnsing honours thidk upon him ;" obedient to the will 
of his country, he resumed the command of her armieiy 
and died as m lived, a true pati-io^ Alfred, bv the 
sntgngation of \m country's enemies, secured her mof 
ties and peace ; he was " her voice in council, in ^ 
field her sword." As a legislator, he immottaKsed his 
name hf die institution of a trial by jury ; as a magis- 
trate, he presided with unparaUed wiadom ; the sceptre 
^ povret was consecrated by his hand ; and he vna 
behnred, reveied, nay, almost deified, by his caantry 
men. Washingtan, Uke Alfred, was energetic and 
detemuned in every eraergencv. lliough their virtues 
woe homogeneal. Alfred claims the palm for ardour 
and farQlianey of genios : Washington excelled liim in 
discretion ; be weig^hed the consequences of every step, 
and his inrudenoe triumphed over opposition. In riiort, 
Alfred toe Ghreat was liJce the rinng sim whidi, break- 
ing thxoagh a dark eknkt, illunmies and beautifies the 
creation. His superior muid shcme with an cfTuJgenoe 
Aat dissipated the gloom of superstition and ignounce 
which surrounded him, and, Uke the Vicegerent oi' 
Heaven, he promoted the happiness of the human sp&> 
eiea. Washmgtoo the Grreat was like the declining sun 
that adorns the face of nature with the miklest radiance ; 
his actions equally briUiant with ihoK of Alfred, were 
mne imitable than his ; and the virtuous Americiin 
will be esteemed by posterity worthy to stand in the 
nok with this iuustrious EugUshmsln. 

Da 
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GEN. WASHINGTON'S WILL. 

VIRGINIA, ^ 

FairfiiXi is. > 

/, Qeorge Heneale, ^lerk rf Fairfax Cmtnhj Cmi% do 
Cer^^ That the subsequent Ciipu of the last JViUand 
Tfstmnent 0/ GEORGE WASHINGTON, thceam/^ 
bOe President efthe United States tf America, xatk 
tht Scheduk annexed, is a true Copy from the Origi- 
ns recorded in my (mice. 

In Te^imotm Whefecg^ I haoe bereusAo set my iondthit 
midday ofJatnutry, 1800. 

geo, d£keale, €. k c. 
In the namb of God, Amek. 

I GEORGE WASHINGTON, of Mount Vernon, 
ft Citizen of the United States, and lately P^-esideDt «r 
the same. Do make, ordain, and declare this iastn^uaeut, 
wbi«h is written with my own hand, and every page 
thertof subserifaed witli my name/ to be my Last wiU 
and Testament, revoking all others. 

Jmfirimits^All my debts, of which iliere are bat few, 
and none of magpaitude^ are to be punctually and speedi ■■ 
lypaid; and' the legacies herein after bequeathed, are 
tobe discfaai'^ as soon as <arcumstances "^ill pexmit, 
and in the manner directed. 

bemr-Ta my dearly bek>ved wife Martha H^iOdng- 
ton, I gire and bequeath the use, profit, and benefit of 
my whole estate, real and^^ersonai, Ibr the terin of her 
natural life, except suchfarts thereof as ar)e specially 
disposed of hereafter. My improved lot in the town of 
Alexandria, situated on Pitt and Cameron stieets, I ^v^ 
to her and her heirs for ever ; as I also do my house- 
hdld and kitchen furniture of every sprt and kind, with 
the iiqours and groceries which may be on hand at the 
time of my decease, to be used and disposed c^ as she 
may think proper. 

* In the aiginai manusfir^, Geotgo Washinatwi'* 
vmmtsrvrdtamt the bottom^ every fi^e* 
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^ Item^Vptm the deeotteiif my wife, it U my wQland 
desire, that all tlieskivies which I h^ m my mm rM, 
shall receive their fVeedom. To emandoate them dur- 
iog her life, wocrld, though earootly wnhed by oie^ be 
attended with sudi innipecable diffleultiet <m account 
of their intermixture by marriwet widi the dower n^ 
<n»e^ as to excite the most painral aematioas, if not 
aiaifirreeable eonseqaences to die tatter, while bodi d^ 
Beripti(MH ale in dK occupancy of the nune pniprietor, 
it not being in my power, under the tenurt I7 whidi 
the dotver negroes are heu, to manomit tbenu And 
whereas among those who will receive fteedom aocoid* 
inr to this devise, there may be aome who, fipom old 1^ 
or Dodihr infirmities, and odiers, who, aa aceountef 
Aeir infancy, wiH be unable to support themselves, it 
k my will and desire, diat all who come under die nnt 
and aeoand deae ii iutkm . shall be oomfottably doadwd 
and fed by my hears while diey live ; and diat such af 
ihe hMter deseripcidn as hate no parents Hving, cr, if 
livk», are unabte or unwUlii^ to provide for than, 
diall DC bound by the Court until they shall axrive at 
tbe age of twenU'-five years; and in eases where no a» 
eoid can ba produced, wfaere^ their ages can be ascer- 
tained, the judnnent of the Court, upon its own view 
of the subject, mall be adequate and final* Tbenegnies 
thus bound, are (by their masters or mistreues) m be 
ituelit to read Mid write, and be brought up to some 
uterul occupation, agreeaUy to die laws of the Coa»> 
monwealth of Viiginia providii^ for the support of 
orphan and uther poor children* And I do hoeby CS> 
pressly fiarbid the sue or transportation out of the saaA 
Commonwealth, of any dave I may die possessed of 
under jany pretence whatsoever. And I do moreover 
most pirimedly and most solemidy enjoin it upon my 
Eixecuton hereafter named, or the survivor of them, m 
see that (Aif clause respectiM; staves, and every part 
thereof, be religiously nilfiUed at the epoch at whieh 
it is directed to take ptace, without evasion, neglect, or 
detay, alter the crops M'hidi may then be on theeroond 
tte barvested, particularly as it respects theactdand 
infirm ; ^eeii^ that a regutar and permanent fund be 
cstablidied for their support, as hmg as tfaete are sub* 
jects remiiring it, not trusting to the uncertain provi- 
non made by JMividuals.^And, to my muta o man 
mUkan (calling hiniseif H^m. Lee J I give immediate 
fteedom, or if be dMNikl prefer it (on accoimt of the 
ivIWi ha«e brfalton Um, iad wUafa hw« 



TCDdoedHimiiicapftbleofvalkiatfororai^ acdvecm* 
ployinait) to remain in the ntuautm be now k, H dMlI 
be optxmal in him to do so ; in either cas^ homfer, 
I allow him an annuit]: of 30 doUars during ms .natond 
life, which thaJI be indepeudent of the vietiuja aad 
doathei be has faecm accustomed to receive, if heeboMi 
the last altemale ; but in ftdl with his freedom, if he 
pcefenthefint; and this I give him as a tettiraonY af 
my sesse of his attacfameut to me, and £nr bis fidtUbi 
aervices during the Revolutionary War* 

Jtetnr-To the T^rostees (Covesnors, or by wbataoenr 
otber name thqr mav be destgnated) of the Academy ia 
the town of Alexaiuuia, I give and btqUeadi, in teost^ 
4000 doUan, or,iin other words, 30 of the shaves which 
I ImM in tiw hank of Alexandria, towards the support 
of a Free school, estaUisbed at, and aoneafiod to tht: sud 
Aeademv, for the purpose of educating orphan chiMrem 
or llie cmhlren of siich other poor and indigait po^ 
SOBS, as are unable to acooinpGah it with tmeir own 
moms, and who, in the judgment of the Trustees of 
libe said Seminary, are best entitled to the benefit of 
thssdonation. 'i be afovesaid 90 shares I give and be* 
(|ueath in pexpetuitv ; the dividends uUy of wl^di ue 
to be drawn for, and applied by the said Trustees, for 
the tinie beinp^, for the uaes above mentioned ; the stock 
tn remain entire and untouditd, unless indications of 
failure of the said bank should be so apparent, or a 
diicontinuanee thereof, should render a removal of the 
fund necessary. In either of these cases, the amount of 
dK stock here demised is to be vested in some other 
bank, or public iustitution» whereby the interest mi^ 
with regtuanty and certainty be dmwn and applied aa 
|diove. And, to jm vent miscouecptioi^ my meaiiini; 
IS) and is hercb} decbuvd to be, that these 20 ahaits are 
in lieu ot, and not in addition to, the lOOOf. given by • 
miuive ktter some years agOL in consequenct whereof^ 
an amiuity (rf SOU has siuoe wen paid towards the suj^ 
port of this institution, 

/rerit—Wbcrais by a law of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, enacted in the year 1785, the liegislatiue 
thevtof was pieased (as an evidence of its appn^tion 
of the services I had rendered the public during the 
Revolution, and partly, 1 believe, in cunsideratiou of 
my having suggeaud the vast advantages which the 
community wouKi dei-ivt fnAn the extrusion of its inland 
navigation under Legislative paux>uagt) to prutent me 
withioo ahaiesof lOOdolhmcaob* iu the iDMrponifd 
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VASaaSHGTON. II 

CtnpiBy ettriblMihed lor the poipoieof esMrikiff tlM 
aftvigstkn of Jtamt SSaxt from the tide-«ater to the 
jBouatauiss and also wiib 50 ihares of VKL itnttiiic 
Mch in die ccroawtiaii of anothn Gomputy Ekcwise 
ertafatiihed fiv the limilar purpoie of <»MiiiiK thenftH* 
atioD of the river Piiamac from the tiie-water to Fact 
CunaberlMid; die Moepftanoe of vrideb. a]t|iou|sfa the 
effisr wu faimly honouraMe and gnteful toiny feelings 
WH leftitea m sMonaitent with a principle which I 
~1iBd adopted, and had never departed fronv namely, 
Bot lo leeeive pecmuary eompriwation for any servioes 
I eouid render ntteountry in its udnoos stninde with 
- " ilhSTevi ■ 



Oka Acitain ftik iu rights, and because I had evnded 
rinitar propositioos ftom odier Siatts in the Union-: 
Adding to vus refusal, however, an intination, that, if 
it dxMud be the pfcamre of the Legislature to permit 
me to apuropriate the said shares to PvUlk uta, X- 
would leeave dion oo those temu with due sensibility ; 
and this it having co n s e n t ed to, in flattwring ttmi«, as 
will appear 1^ a subsequent law and sundry resok^ 
tims, in the moot ampfe and hooourable mannei^- I 
jroroed, aAec diis reotaL for the more cortect undo* 
Ainding of the case, to deelave. That as it has always 
been a source of serious regret with me, to see tta 
youth of these United IHates s^it to foreign countries 
lOT: the purposes of Education, oAen before their minds 
were fiurmed, or they had imbibed any adeq;uate ideas 
ot' the happiness of their own, contiaeting, too fin* 
queatly, not only haWts of dissipation and extrnvagai^ie^ 
MJn'^Kipttt unfrietuUy to R^piMkan Govatmienty tmi 
t» urn true aaa genuine LtbaHes tf Maakhtdf whic^ 
thoreaftcr are rwely, overcome— For these reasMU, it 
has beea my anient pwish to see a plan deriat.-d, on a 
£b«al scale, which would have a tendency to spread 
Mtematic ideas through all parts of thi« rising Empire 
wreby to do away local atutchments and state pre- 
judioes, asfiur as the nature of thiugk would, or indeed 
ought to admit from our naiioual Councils. Looking 
auxioukly forward to the acoiMJnplisbmeutof aidesii-abla 
an uujeet as this is (in my estiuianou) my mind has not 
been able to contemplate any plan more likely to etfeet 
the measure, than the estabUsameut of a Umverjtity in 
a eentral part of the Uuittrd States, to which the >ouths 
of foitune and taleuts from all pans tbeieof might be 
sent fur the compktiou of theic education iu tui the 
hraucheR of polite Literature, in Ihc Arts and Scitriices, 
in afiHUJoring hiaowkdec jit ibe priH^fileaoi' foliiifii 



4Bn good GuvcfuiiKUlt flndf si a fuslwi (v lonrtK iv^ 
poitaiieaf in my Jodgmerft. tafy assodsting witb caeb 
other, uai tbennia tikndsiiips in javetaUe years, te eft- 
•Med to ftc« theimelves, in a proper degree, 6am 4oie 
liieiri pvejodkes and habitual jea]oaBie9 >»bicih bfti>e jiut 
teCtttti emiu uc d, and i^Hich, when carried to cxwtl, 
are nefer-fidUng stfurees of disquietude toiii»-pa)rfk 
mind, and pveniMit of miachievwis ooDseoQeAoet to 
tUs ooDntry^^Under these impressions, m> fidlf dilated* 

iterth^ give and bequeath, in peipetnity, die 5D 
shares ^nUieh I hold In the Potomac eompany (undd: 
the afttesaiil Aets at the Legislature of Virginia) to- 
wftids the endinirraent of a l/nhxnity^ to be estebUsibed 
wtihin' Che limits of the IKstriet of CVumNs, under the 
aui|rfees of the Genend Goremment, if that Gofren* 
mem should incHne to extend a fostering hand towsorOi 
it ; and undl such Seminary is estaUi Aed, ttod the 
Iwids ari^g on these shares shftll be required for its 
support, my further 'wiH and desire is, tSkt the profit 
aoerain^ tner^rom, diall, whenever the dividends aft 
made, be laid out in purchasing stock in the Baidc of 
CsftMrnAss, or some other bank, M liM dtscretSoft of mjp 
Baeeatort. or by the lYeasurerof the United States f« 
tiie time lieing, under the direction of Ccmgress, pn^ 
Tided that honourable Body diould patronize the met* 
aore; and the dividends proeeeitingnoro the purchase 
of sachstoekare to be ve^ied in more stodt, and- so en, 
until a sum adequate to die aocoraplidiment of the d^ 
leet ii Obtained, of which I have not thesmaDest doubt 
Mibre many yean pass away, even if no aid or eneou- 
jfageroeot is given uy lq;islative tuAority, or Chm any 
other eooroei 

/(«»»— The honOifed Aaiet which I hiHd inthe Jama 
River Company, I have givei^ and now confirm, <iB 
penetoity. to and Ibr tlie use and benefit of iMfjf 
mal Aetikntt}. in the eounty of RoeUbridge, in mk 
CommoBweaftfa of Vifginia* 

Item-l release, eaonerati^ anldisdiatge die estateof 
my deceased brother, Sbmurl WoiMnifioin^ frara the 

Cyment of the mooer which is due to me from Ae 
id I sold to FUKp nndletOQ (lying in the county of 
BeHieiey,) who assigned the sanne to hirik, the said St^ 
meef, vrao, by agreement^ was to pay me fherelor: 
And whereas by some contraet (the purpart of whidi 
wis never omimunicated to me) between the said -Si^ 
tntfff and* his son T^wntvn WasMngfon. the latter b^ 
posKHBK waMumnvRBVi witnuav an7.98ir* 



^^^^ibflnMMMdfxwDine, either to the miAPtt^ 
Attrit tlie i^a Samuel, 4x the Miid ThernUm, and with* 
out any eonsidersition haTing been Knad& hy wbidi n^ 
lect, neither the 1^1 not eqtutable title hat been aKei^ 
aM> it rests therefore with me, to declare my iDteotiooi 
coocenuag tfaepreuiiies; andtheieare, to ave and be> 
oueath the said land to whomsoever the «ud Thorntm 
muMngton (who is also diead) dcnsed the sane, or to 
his heirs for ever, if he died intestate^ exonentfiDe the 
estate of the said Thornton, equally wid) that a the 
aid Sonmel, from payment or the ntuxhase money, 
wideh, with interest, agreeably to the orig^na) coi^ 
tiact with the said Penc&etsn, would amount to more 
than 1000^ ijad whexeas two other sons of my said 
deoessed brother, Samud, namely, Ceerge Steploe Wash' 
ingtun and Lawrence Ati^tuthte fVashingtonf were, fay 
tki deci'ase of -those to whose eare they were conw 
mitted, brought under my protectkn, and, in oons»> 
qucnct-, have ocaujaned advances on my fut for their 
Mocation at college and other schools, and fix their 
hoard, cloathing, and other incidental expenses, to the 
amount of near 5000 doUan, over and above the samg 
ftimished by their estate, which sum it may tie incon* 
venient for them or their father's estate to xefund— I do, 
for these reasons, acquit them and the said estate from 
the pavraent thereof, xny intentian being, that all ao- 
coimts between them and me, and ibax latlker^s estate 
and me, sliall stand balanced. 

Jtem— The balance due to me fimn the catate of 
Bartholemeiv Dandrigc, deceased (mv wife^s brother) 
and which amounted, on the first day oi October, 1705, to 
435^ (as wiU I4»pear by an account rendered by his 
deceased son^ Jjkn Dandru^ who was tbe acting 
esecutor of his father's will) I release and acquit from 
the payment thereof. And the negroes (tbtj) tl^rty- 
three in number) formerly bekmnng to tbe said estate, 
who were taken in es^ecutum, sold, and purehsoedin on 
my' acoouQta in the year—-, and ever »nce have re> 
mained in the possession and to the use of Afm?/, widow 
of the said Bart/u DandrUig^ widi their increase, it is 
my will and desire, shall eontioueand be in her posses 
sion, witliout paying hire, or making compensation for 
the lame, for the tune past or. to come, during her na»> 
twal life i at the expiration alt which, I direct, that all 
of them who are 40 yean old and upwards, shall receive 
their freedom ; aU under that age and above 16, shall 
sQve sgvet) y«tn, and noknger ; and all under x$ years 



dteS serve nnlSI they ne as years of>S0e, uiS then Ik 
fl«v Awl to avoid disputes respecting the aget of any 
</r these negroes, they are to he taken into the Court of 
the County in whidb they reside, and the judgment 
thereof in this rehtion shall be final, and record 
thereof made whicb may he adduced as evidence at any 
time thereafter, if disputes should arise eonoeming the 
Bone. And I rurther direct, that the heirs of the said 
Batifu Dandridge shall, equally, share the benefits ari»> 
ingfrwn the sarvioes of the said negroes, aeeording to 
the tenor of this devise, upon the decease of their mo- 

/fern— If CAarfc* Carter, who intermarried with my , 
niece ^etty Lewis, is not sufficiently secured in the titfe 
to the lots he had of me in the town of Frederickabuiv, 
it is my will and desire, that my executors shidl makfr 
such conveyances of them as the law requires to render 

S«m-To my nephew WlUiam Jhtgtutim Wmhtng- 
ton, and hishdrs (if he should conceive them to be ob> 
jccts worth prosecuting) a lot in the town of Munehes- 
ter (opposite to Richmond) No, 365, drawn on my 
sole account, and^also the tenth of 1 or 200 acre lots, 
and two or mree half-acre lots, in the city and vicinity 
of Richmond, drawn in partnership with nine others, 
all in the Lottery of the deceased "V^flliam Byrd, are 
giWn ; as-is also alot which I purchased of John Hood, 
conveyed by William 'Willie and Sam. Gordon, trustees 
of the said John Rood, nuodbered 139, in the town of 
Edinburgh, in the county of Prince ^eorge^ state of 

Uem—Ta my nephew Btuhrod Wai^lngtm, 1 give 
and bequeath all the papers in my possession wMch r& 
late to my dvil and mnlitary administration a" the affidrs 
of this oountT}' ; I leave to him also such of my private 
praers as are worth preserving; and at the decease of 
my wife, and hefoie, if she is not inclined to retaia 
tbem, I ^ve and bequeath my library oif bu(riu and 
para^ilets of every kind. . 

/ttm— Having sold land which I possessed in the 
state of Pennsylvania, and part of a ttact held in equal 
right with George tClinton, late Governor of New 
fork, in the state of New Tork ; my share of land 
and interestin the Great Dismal Swamp, and a tract of 
land wi^dil owned in the county of Glouee^er— with- 
holding Uke legal titles thereto, until the eaasideratiOT> 
moii^ Aottld he paid-<and having iBoieo««r Jfiased^ vaA 



rM j ukKuXt f'tM (at nill appew bf 'Ad ««or aT <!• 
nH lefties) ail my lamb iipott tbe Gnat Keahawa, and 
a ttaet upoD'Diineiilt Rim in the county of Loodoun, it 
»-mj will and directioo, tbat wfaeMoever tbe eontiaett 
areniUy and toffeedr^f ciHnpfied with, aeoonling ta 
tfw a|^t,trae intent and meaning thereofi anthe yart 
of the purdnien, their hein or anigns, that then, and in 
that C8R, oooveyanees aie to be made^ agreeaMe tt 
the terms of the said ooDtmcta, and the money arising 
(heiefnmi) when paid, to be veited in bank stock ; the 
dividends thereoi; as oftfaat also which is aheacly vetied 
tterein, is to inure to my said wife daring her life, but 
die stow itsdf is to remain and be sabiject to the gen^ 
nd distribution bereaAer directed. 

I$mt^ToibeEarlafBuchttn I rMommii ''theBoK 
made of the Oahe that rfadtned the hrvKSir W^SSan 
WaBact after the battle of EaUdrk,'* nraaented to me 
b^ his Locdship in tenns too flattering for meto repeat^ 
witharequest **topass it, ontjhe event of my decease 
to the man in my country who should appear to merit it 
best, upon the same oonditionB that have indttced him to 
send it to me.*^— Whether eas^ or Jiot, to select the 
man who mi|^ comport with bis Lordsfaip*s opinion in 
this respect, is not for me to say ; but conceiving that no 
disposition of this v;«laable corioBt j can be more eHgi- 
bte than the reoominitmentof it to his own cabinet,agEee- 
ably to the original design of the Goldsmiths, Company 
of Edinburgh, who presented it to him. and at his re- 
ouest, consented that it should be tiansKrred to. me— I 
oo give and bequeath the same to his Lordship; aad, in 
ease of his decease, to his heir, with my grateTul thanks 
ibr the distineufshed honour of presentuigit tome, and 
more especially Torihe favourable sentiments with which 
he accompanied it. 

JiteM*— To my brother ^Aar2e» ff^tuhtngtoriy I give and' 
beaueath the gmd headed Cane left me by Dr. Fcanktii^ 
in us will. I add nothing to it, because of the am^ 
provision I have made for his issuesi To Uie aequaiv 
tanees and friends of my juvenile vears, Lamrenoe 
Wiaahinfinn and Robert Wathtngpat^ of Choptanck, I give 
my odker two gold headed Cimes, having my arms en* 
gmvedon chem; and to cadi (as dM^ will be useful 
where they live) I leave one of the Spy Glasses, winch 
constituten part of my equipage during die late war* 
To my c«nnatriat toanns and old and intimate firieud, 
Dr.CmiL Inve my Bureau, or, as Uie Cabinet makers 
call it, TtinDQwSec^ietary, and the cacodv Cbaicao 



my taif»»8lunteg«Dd Breniog XftMe, •ddoasratt- 
«ope. To the ile«eiciid, oair, Btyau L&fd fqupnif, I 
itiwa Bibfo in tivee luf^ folio vohuocs, wiA iWCie^ 
«i«wiitedtoine bythe Rt. Rev. TAoma» m?Mn,|iiAop 

«ff8odorttniMBii. ToGeneal Ite w io^ettr, I^^iea 
^air offliM^ wio«tt^t fteel Ksto^ taken tiram |i(Ai«W- 
liiy in the Refoltifroimry 'Wiur. To my sisten inhm^ 
•Otnnah IPoMJMftm and HiUnxi mttfungtoa^-^ mt 
fiietai&eanw&vart, Hannah fl^wA;rK«m,of Fairfkjd, 
and EUxiibiftk fytikingtoa, of HayfieU, 1 giy&aieii. a 
Moarnint Ring ef the vahie of 100 dolleis. Tbew w- 
quests are not made for Hie intrinac valii0 of then, hut 
as manentoes of my etteem and legaid. To ToNov 
Lear, I Jfire the itaeof the Usnn which he now hoUsa in 
viftaettr a ki^se from me to him and his deceased yUk 
<^and duii^ their natural lives) free fkoea rent dnt^ 
ing his fife ; at the fXfim^on of which, it is to be di^ 
fXMed of as is herein after directed. To SaOy B» He^ 
inie^ (a distant t«hition of mine) I give and bequeath 300 
^dollars. To Sarah Green, daughter of the deoeaiEd 
Thanuu Bi^«p, and to Aon JVaOter, d^uriiter of John 
'Mfm,'9Aaia deceased, I give ead» oqe faulx&ed ddlars, in 
considemtion of the attachmoit of their iadiers to me, 
vaeh of whom having lived neaily forty yean in luy 
family. To each of my nephews, WilUam Jn^tutiHt 
Weahtn^on^ George Letvis, George Siefitoe JVkaiunf^att^ 
'Bushrod ff^asMngtm^ and Samuei Wiahtngton, I give one 
of the Swordss'Or Gntteaox, cX which I may die posset. 
aed : and they are to choose inthe oider they aite namedt 
These swords are aoeomnanied ^with an injuiiedan, 
not to unsheath them for the punvose of dieddin^ blood, 
texcept it he for self'defenoe, or in defnice of their eonn^ 
try and its Bi^ts ; and in the latter ease, to keep them 
unsheathed, and pr^er falling VFith them in their haudf 
to the relinquishment thereotT 

And now, having gone through these specifie Devise^ 
"With explanations for the more cwrectundeistandingar 
the meaning: and design of them, I proceed to the dia* 
tribution orthe more important parts of my eatate, in 
manner following ^-^ 

Firj<->To my nephew, Butftred Wathingtm, awd Ms 
lidrs, (partly u considoation ot an intimation to Ida 
deceastd father, while we were bachelors, and he had 
■kindly undertaken to superintend my estate during ruf 
military services^ in the former war betveenOxeat 
Brioitt mA IteiM(% ttecif S tbouM Ml *mto< 



, 1 



fMnt^AenwiL liKB leiv ^nembe fo AottalB tlMffC 

til 'tiMU' port thereof ^wUeh is ta m n wtihe p dtcl wlOiB 
tfw fisHMig Bmhi, Tib MiiHiaffat ^feid^ 
Dogtte Rim near nr mil), flnd esteodnig ^tog the 
fBiSL and btended tbert^, as itiwv goes «in^««9 
InrMe rime my keeoHection of it, to ilw ftsd rf 
little Hunting Creek, at the Gum Spvinfir* «»rt«l it 
cuHMtt to a-knoW) oppEKte to n eUraAd wUcfrftnner ly 
Maed tiamiKb ll*e lower fldd ef MuMyholk Fvm, 
MwMeli,ondieiwrtbn4eoflfae«ndt«d, tie Hme 
t^orSpatdrii oaks marked m ft eemer, and m ttaae 
plRoed-^theBee fay a fine of trees to be m«ked fec(^ 
U^iiiar, to the nek line or outer boundarjr of oe 
trade becwe«ii Tbomas Mason and mysdf— thence *wk!i 
Aaf line easterly (now double ditching, with a poi^^^ 
Mol fence i]iereon> to. tiienutrof little Bantiiig crack 
-Hfience with that run whidi irixraiidary between the 
Juidsof the late H.Feakeand lae, to the tide water of 
thr «dd creelr-'thence by that water to FoiomafrRirev 
•*4heneewitfalfaetlTer to the-mouth of Docneweefc-- 
uuA thenee with the said Dome creek to the i^aee or 
begtoangat tfaeafineaidd ftnid ; containing upwards of 
4oooaeres, be the sameiiHne or less, togetiber with the 
IfaiHioo House iOKl all other ta^Mings and improiw> 
BMDls thereon. . . ^ 

Setottd-'^ considertRkm of the eensftaguimty be- 
tween them and my wife, being as near^ rdated to 
hilr as to mj'self, and on aecoum of tbt^ amctiab Ifaad 
fbr; «id the obligatkai I wai under to, tfidr father, 
when VMaag, who, from his youth, had atlaehfdhimseif 
ta my pevSra. and ft>Bowed my fcetmits through the 
fidsntodet or ihelateBevotutioB, afterwasds devoting 
Ms time to the MperiBtenOaiKeof my pHmte concerns 
tUft many years, whilst my pul:^ onpkpfments t%n- 
dned it impraeticaMe for me to do it myself thereby 
affiMdiaifif tne essential setviees, andalwaj'sperfonning 
them in a manner the moot filial and iespectftiI--^Qr 
diese Mason. I say, I ^e and becioeatfa to George 
Fayette Wctmns^cn ifoA Lawvtw* Avgwtine Washing' 
Ml, and tlMdr oeirs, my estate east cSr Little Hunting 
Oppefc, lying on the river Poiamac, inchxiing ^be farm 
af 860 acres, feased to TMiu Leaty as noticed befor^ 
and«eentidniag in the whole, bv deed, two tfKnisaiMl 
and twet»ty<4even aeiet, be it more or less} which 
said estate it is my wi« and desire, shoufcl be equita- 
% mi «8v«MaKt(Mnly dlvMed bc«wtt» itaSB) accaM- 



iM-te ({MiMSty} odfllitft inft tidier cnrttidHlnMAi vnB| 
mi vmnKettflMll bam tacnni st the 49s of ti fuf i , 
to three jodaeigm sod dUU mece rt td men; «ne iDba 
'cboKn by eaeb of the brotben, Mid the thud bfthese 
t#o. lo themeui time, if die termiaaikn off my 
wile*« iaterest thereio shoold have ceMed, the profitt 
arirfog therefjromare to beapplied Ibr Aeir joint »et 
and benefits. 

TUrel— And wbeieat it hat always been my iBia»> 
don, nntt my expectation of havingf issues has ceased, 
to eonsider the grand eldldrea of ray -wife, in thesam^ 
light as I do ray own relations, and to act a friendly 

Crt hv thera, more espeeiaUy by the two whom we 
ve raised Ucm theirearliest in&ney-nMmely, Bktmtr 
Park Custist and Ceorge fftufungton Park Cuttb^ Am 
whereas the former dP these hath lately intermamed 
with LawnBMX Lewut a son of ray deceased sUta^ 
Betty LaoiSf by which mnoii the iadttcement to pro* 
Vide for them both has been ineteasol, Wherefiwe I 
give and bequeath to the twd Lawrence Letnt and 
Mltanor Park Lewi*, hb wife, and their heirs, the 
residue of my Afount Vernon estate^ net already devised 
to my nephisw, Bushrjtd ffathinjfUnlt comprehended 
within the (taUowioe description, viz. All the knd 
nxth of the road leading; ixora the iatrd of Do^ Rtiki 
to the Oum Springy, as described in the devue of the 
other part of the tract >to Mtuh^ed WaMngtmk until it 
comes to thestone and three red or Spanish oaks on tiie 
koowl; thence with the raetaarular line to die bade 
line(between Mc Mason and me>Uience with that line 
westerly along the new douUe ditch to Doftoe Bnn br 
the tumbling dam of my mill ; tbenee with the said 
run to the ford afai»>meowHied ; to which I add all the 
land I possess west of the said Obgue Run and Dogqe 
Creek, boanded easterly and southerly thereby; t08» 
ther with the mill, distiUecy, and an other booses and 
improveo-cnts 00 the premises ; making together aboot 
iOCK) acres, be it more or less. 

Fourffr— Aetnated by the principle already ntentioii- 
ed, I give and) bequeath to Govrgfi Wdakinktm Park 
Cu4ti*t the grandson of my wiie, and m^ W9td,Ao hie 
bcir^ the tract 1 hold on torn Afile Rmi, m the vidnity 
of Alesandria, containing laoo acres, more or less, ami 
my entixe square, No. 21, in the city of Washmgton. 

Fj^^A— All the rest and residue of my estate, real and 
personal, not disposed of in manner aforesaid, in wfaai^ 
Neva; comiitinfe wbettment Jyii^ and 



iifMd, <«Medii|e of whidi 89 Ik* at St miwBettoif 
wift a i«atoBiH^ estimste «f its Talue, itlwremtD a» 
wsed) I denrenwy be told by my Eaecatatai, at tiKdi 
l&iKt, in tudi manoer, and od mm eredkr(if an eqnat, 
valid, an^ t8ttt&el(A7 dtttribution of tiie tpdlRc pit^ 

Sj camnt be made withotit) at in liteit iiMlgnlent 
I be most taedaaSufe to the interett of tae paitier 
fioQeerned, and the noniet arising ^refiom to be cd' 
vided into twenty-duiee equal partt, and applied at 
iallovs»nztf To HlUiam Augiufyte fFtuhingtm, EU)» 
Beth S^otftvtod, JaneThdrntm, and tlia.heus of Ann 
Aghten, fon and danriitart of mj deeeated bradwr Ati* 
gvttine f^euhiagton, I gSve and bequealii four parti, that 
it, one part tocadiof tibem t To ruitSng LewU, George 
liaw, Robert Lifanty Hcnveli Letvitj and Betty Carter. 
tans land dang^bter of tny deeeated titter Bettu LewiSy I 
give and beqpeaih fiveomer partL one to eMD of them : 
To Cetrge steptce Warinngtm^ Lmvrerut A^JVathira' 
ton, Batria Purko, tad toe hein vSThorrrtm Washm 
ington^ sons and daogbter of my deoeaaed brother S^ 
taud ITathhtgtoiit I give and becjneaih the odier fomr 
parti, one nirt to each of them r To Borbin Woffdng' 
ton, and ihelieirs of Jane WatMngtoni ton and daughter 
of my deeeated brother John A. Weumigton, I give and 
beqoeatfa two psrtt, one part to each of them : To 
Samul Waafangtony Francea BaU^ and Mildred HanU' 
montf, too and (fougtiten of my brother Charleo Wath' 
tngton, I give ana bequeath diree rnrtt, one part tv 
eadi of them ; and to Georve F, friuhtngton, Charie* 
A* JVtuhingtmi and Maria fPiaafttngtcn, sons and daugh* 
ter of my deeeated neghew, Cev^e A. tVoafdngtont I 
give one other part, that is, to each a third of that jpart , 
To EUx, Park Lctw,, MaHha Park Peter, and Eleanor 
Park LetvU, I give and be«|ucath three odier partSL that 
is, a part to eadi of them ; lAnd, to my nephewt, Buol^ 
rod Waghington and Law, lam, and to my Ward^ the 
gnmd ton of my wife, I give and bequeath one other 
part, that it, a third \herefiff toeaeb gS ihami And if it 
should so hs^peo, that any of tlie persons whose names 
axe -here enumerated (unlBnafwn to me), should now be 
dead, or should die before me, that in either of these 
eases, the hdtt of such deeeated pertont ihaU,. aotwitb- 
itanding, derive aU the benefits of the bequestJUi tame 
manner as if he or the was actually living at the time* 
And, by way of advice, I reeommended to my Execu- 
tors not to be precipitate in dimosing of the landed 
pmperty (thef^aa directed ta be told) if tromtempoxary. 



LMUM Om mU rhrrcfff i^niitii flull^ uHjimmmi i^ji 
in* Mfy ifAttKdi that the pri^of ImmI, nniof^ 
■bwethe^tfiiof thedvenaadop thn nij^tDn tmrntj 
bKf been jprogntii««ly cUing ^nd eannot be !■« 
cheeked th Its incpeMiQff^valne' Audi pwtiarittiy i» 
comracMd it t» sneh ef the Legiteek (under tiris eieHe 
•f ray wilO as em mdce it eouraoieDt' to take e^di;* 
Omnidmjmtkin tbe Potaiaae.Coi»peiqr, in Mdfe 
Mnee to the sraOQut of whet it might lell fer«-heiag 
Aoraoghlr ooofiweil mywif, tbetm wefto wlodi the 
money ean be applied, will be so pradoctiveMtbe leili 
visinr <ram Ate tivngation when in fell operetioA^enrl 
Abb froni the natniie of ^bing« it nnist be ere hmK)«nd 
mm etpeeU^ if that of the fihenanrioah is aOki 



Tbe BSarailv <Vault at M4um Vernm^ reqeiriBg ie> 
Mirs, andtaemeiinpiSQperlf situated be«4es 1 desiee 
fhatanew one of briiek* aadvpaQ&faurffer.senlenwf 
he built at the iooiof wha* \» oonunoiilv^ called the 
Vineyaid inoIosiipe« en the grauod which is raaitaed 
out^ln which ivy temaibs, with those of my rincfflwod 
vdations (now in the old VauU) and such others of my 
nunily, as may chwe to be .OBtomhed there, may be 
dl^osited* And it. is my express desire, that my ooqic 
nay be intencd in a pciwite manner, wUhiwt parade or 
fimeml oration. ^ 

Latti^^l constitute and appoint my dearly bdov<ed 
wi& mtrtha JViukingtit, my nephews^ ffUlimn Mmgiu* 
tine ff^ashtngfon, Buthrod mufmg^w^ George St^im 
f9^a^dHgton, Somud- WaMogUnt aopd hmorenoe Ithab, 
cod my Ward George fViuhtngtoH Park CuafU (when he 
shall have arrived at dn i^ of twenU yean) Exeeo* 
tiix and Exeeotors of this my WUl aud Tutament^lti 
tfie oonstmetion of which, it will reaifily he poreci¥ e d> 
tiiat no profcsaional durader has been consulted, or has 
had any ageney In the dnia^ ; and, that although it 
has oecapied many of my leisuie hours to digest, andt 
«> throw it into its presoit form, it may notwithstand- 
ing, anpear'erudeaiid ineorreet— biithaviii|f ende^yourw 
ed to ne phdn and emiicit in aU the Uevues, even aA 
die expense of prolixity, perhaps of tautolof:y, I hope 
nnd tnist, that no disputes wiQ arise coneenang tfmni 
hut if, contrary to eaq^ctatlon, tbe ease should be 
•Iherwise from the want of legal expresuon, or the 
usual teehnieal terms^ or becMise too much or too 
little has been said on any of the Devises to be eo» 
MORBt with faiw^ my Will and DiieednB cftpctsdy 1% 



WMHI|»TQH« tfr 

d«l jji>'itii|imii(if nnhqmay^iy diould ariie) Aill In 

de«Ued bjr time impsMul miiiittiniffeiit men, hDinm 

tut ihtat iMobity and eood uodentaaduw-cwo to be 

thiMP by ti» diwitanf, eadi having the cnoiee of qpcy 

indtli»Qiird fay tnoietv»--w]ncbthneioentbtttdMMeB 

ibdl, wUCetterea by law or legal eonatnietiaDi, deefawe 

theKunofdie teatttot^ intentioitt ; nd raob deei* 

akm is, to all intents and purpoaet, to be as taiodiiq; 

antbepaidetas if it had been giranin thtSngnum 

Coort of ttae United States. 

In WitneM of all and«aeh of the things hereiD Mn- 

ttioBd, I hav« wtmy Hand and Sa£ this nmtii 

day of Jtdy, in the Tear one thoosind sevan hn»i 

dred and nmety •-— ,* and of the Indq^eadenee of 

the United States the twenty foortfa. 

OED&GS WASHINOTON. 

SCHEDULE* 

Bf pnperty itn if tn h ende d in thtjifregoing Will, Ane- 

dtacripHoe and explanatory tifi/btt* 

jy VJRGIHIA. 

acrti* prkct ddOarf» 

toudom eo. Dlfileolt Bnn, aoo tfiooa' 

Loodoon and Fanqnierj 

Aahby*sBent, 2481 VkL ^t,iBO\b 

Chat&i'^ Ron, 88« 8 7fil0S 

BteUey, S. fork of Booliskin, 1600 

Head of Even's nuU, 453 

In Wacmley^ Kne, 183 

3936 » 44,790r.' 
IVederiek,lm*tfrQiroMereer, ATI 90 ll.490(f 
Ainishiret on Potomac river 

above B. 240 15 S,MOe 

Oloaoester, on North river, 400 dkul 3,Q08f 

Nansemond, near Saiiblk, 

enetliird of 1,119 acres^ 373 8 *fi94g 

Great Dismal Swamp, my 

Evident ibexwf, tAeut 90,000ft 

Ohio river. Round Bottom, 567 Xgoat 

little Kanhawa, 2314 > 

* U aj^ears the TUtator omitted thewerdtano. 



fixteen miles kmerdows, . S448 

pppo^ Sis Bent, 4^5 

— ddkwu 

8744 10 97,4M» 

GJZ£i<T KANHAWjU 

Kear ihe North West, 10,180 

■Sast side above, 7^S 

Mouth of Q>]e river, 3,000 

Opposite thereto^ 2^950') »iv«c 

Borniiig Spring, 1255 ^*^* 



MARTLAJJD, 



W>yiMh 



Charles Couotv, . 600 
Montgaaiery aitto, Sl9 


6 
13 


3,600^ 
6,229ffl 


PZmfSrLVANIA. 


"*■ 




Oreat Meadows, 234 


5 


l,404n 


H^ElVrOBK, 






MAbavk, river, o&oitf lOOO 


6 


6,000« 


NOBTH WEST TERSITOSr. 




On little Miami, 339 
Ditto, 977 
Ditto, 1235 






3251 


5 


15,251^ 


KEJsTUCKn 


• 




Bough Credc, 3000 
Ditto adjfoning^ 2Qoa 







5000 2 10,000? 



LOTS, r«. 

#frr OF fVASffiSGTOK 

Two near the capitol, sqowe 0.14, cost cW/a 
903 doUan, and with buildings, UOOOr 

Nos 5, 13, l3,anl 14^ the three hut water 
lots on the Sastera Bnuwh, in square 
667, containing together 3-4438 square 
feet, at 12 cents^ 413i» 

ALEXAifrmfjL 

Comer of Pitt and Prince streets, hatf an 
acre laid out in huiidtngs, three or four 
of which are let on groiuid rent at three 
dollan per foot, 4M(H 

WnfCHEsi'ER. 

A lot in Uie town xit Iwlf'an acre, and ano* 
ther in the (CDnanons of atxmt sizacjres 
supposed 400« 

BATH OR WARM SPRINGS, 

Two well situated, and had buildings to the 

unount of 150L 800p 

STOCK. 

mrfTBJi STATES. 
Six per cent. 3,7** 



pCT cent. 3,745 

iMtto delfetred, lioTS"? o«ia 
Three per cent. 2,^3 '^^ 



POTOMAC COMPANn 



6240nr 



Tfnaty four shares cost eadi loo/« ster* 



JAMES RIVER COMPAim 

Tiv^ shares, each cost iOO dollan, SOOy 

BANK OF COLUMBIA, 

Que hundred and leirenty shares, cost 40 

ddlaneach, fi,80te 

BANK OF ALEXAKDRIJ. 

Besides 20 shares to the fice school-^vie, lOM 

STOCiC LlFiJUG, rtx, 

One coTerinji: horye, five carriage h«»seflb' 
- four riding ditto, six hraod mares, 90 
worthing hones and mares, two oovering . 
jacks, and three yonng ones, ten she 
asses, forty^two winking mnks, fifteen 
younger ones, S99 head of homed cattle, 
640 bead of sheep, and a lai^ stock of 
- bogs, the precise number unk|K>wi»— 
<D"My manager has estimated ^W Kve 
stock at 7,0002. but t shall set it down 
in inder tomidce a round sum, at 




^ggngoe amount, 

NOTES, 

a This tract, for the seiw of it is nduaUe, noie for 
itt situation than the quality of its soil, though diat is 
gooA fi>r farming; ^th a eoosidesBble proportion of 
ground, that might very easily he improvedinto meadow* 
It lies <m the great roiad from the city of WaAiDgtM^ 
Alexaadria, and George TimrD, to Leesbnrg and will' 
Chester, at Difflcuh Bndge, nineteen miles from Alex- 
aodria. less f n»n the city and George Town, and not 
more than three from MatikUvilk, at the great talis oT 
Potoraao. There is a vabiableseaton the premiKs, and 
the whole is conditionaUy sold for the snm annexed in 
the schedule. 

b What the selling nrices of kmds in the vicinity of 
these two tiMts are^ X fcmm not ; but Mmpaced widi 



WASBOfeTdir; m 

dio* a1)ove die xidgi^, and otfaen below it, tlie mSm 
annectd wift appear modeiate ; a less one wouM not 
obtain tfaem from tne* 

c The sarrounding land not raperior in soil, sftuatSoa 
or properties of any tort, sells eurreotly at from twenty 
to thirty dollars an acre. The lo^rett price it allized to 
these.. 

ti Tke obserratioat mode in the last note, i^pljf 
equally to this tract, being in die vieintty ot* them, and 
of similar quality aithongh it lies in anooier eountv. 

€ This tract, though small, is extrctnely valuable. 
It lies on Potomac river, about twelve miles above the 
town of Bath (or Warm Springs) and is in the shape 
rfa liorse-shoe, the river running almost around it. Two 
hundfed acres of it are rich low grounds, with a great 
abundance of the largest and finest M'alnut trees, which 
with the produce of the soil, might (by nnsiBs of the 
improved navigation of the Potomac) as brought to a 
flipping port with more ease, and at a smaller expense, 
than that which is transport thiity raila only by 
land. 

/ This tract is of second rate Gloucester low grounds* 
It has DO improvements thereon, but lies on' navigable 
water, abounding in fish and oysters. It was reecived 
in payment of a d<'ht (carrj-ing interest) and valued, in 
the y^r 1789, by an impartial gentleman, at 800/ir— • 
N. B. It has lately been sold, aim there is doe thereon a 
balance equal to what is annexed in the schedule. 

g These 373 acres arc the third part of ondirided pur- 
diases mnde by tiie deceased Flektuig Lewis, T1u»naa 
Walker and myself, on full conviction tlwt they would 
become valuabie.p—'I'he land lies on the rood fron> Sull 
folk to Norfolk, touches (if I am not nustakin) some 
part of the navigable water of Nanscmbnd river ; the 
tidi IHsmal Swamp is capable of gn«t improveitieut, 
and, from its situation, must becune •extreuiely valu- 
able; 

A This is an tnxlivided interest which I held in the 
great Dismal Sw-amp Company, containing about ibur 
uousand acres, with my part of the plantation and 
ttock tliereon, belonging to the company in the said 
Swamp. 

i Ibeso several tracts of land are of the lirst quality 
on the Ohio riv^r. in the parts where they are situatea, 
being almost, U' not altogether, river oottom. The 
smallest of these tracts. is actunllv sold at ten doUan an 
acre, but the cousideration tborb/r not re<9eived* The 
E 2 
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aHr thftt urmch Rm iuit belowthe little Ke(ihawa ; wn 
u opposite to a thick aettlement oo the west i«iei>f tli^ 
livar. Tbel<MVta0t»4iaTOanagxrtt;BtehiEadth.tt]MD 
tibe river of rixteeo ailv, and ai» fiouoded thefoe «qE 
tfaatdislanee. 

k TheK tracts are situated upon the great Kenhawft 
ri^rar^ and the 6x*t fimraue iiounded thereby for nogre 
than forty miles, ft is acVaowledged by all who YuLre 
seen them, and of the traet containii^; tea tiMMi— mf 
nine hundred and ninety acre^ Vhich I have been on 
myself. lean assert, that there is no richer or more v^ 
loable land in all that refpon. Their are oooditionaUy 
lold tor the sum mentionedin the' schedule, that is, two 
hundred thousand dollars, and if the terms of that sale 
are not complied with, they will command considerable 
more* The tract, of which the one hundred and twenty 
fife acres is a mbtetr, was taken .up by General Andrew 
Lems uod mysell^ tor^ and on account of a bituininoos 
spriiq; which it contains, of so inflammaMe a nature as 
to bum as freely as spirits, and is nearly as difficult to 
extinguish. 

1 1 am but little acquainted with this landjaltfaoQgh I 
have once been on it. It was received, many ^ears since, 
in <tiscl)acge of a debt due to me from Daniel Jentf^ 
Adams, at the Talue annexed theteto, and muM be 
worth uMHrab It u very level ; lies near the river BoC» 
mac. 

gn This tract liesabout thirty miles above the city of 
Washington, not far fVomKitootan^ Ititgopdfanninc 
land, and by those who are well acouainted with it. lam 
iofarmed that it would sell at twelve ot fifteen aoUan 
per acre. 

n ThiaJandis valuable on account of its local cteMtieo 
and other pvopeirtiea. ItaffiMd8anex«eding|poodstaiid 
on Braddock*s mad ftom fort Cumberiand to Pittsburgli ; 
and, beside a fertile stnl . possesses a large ciuantity oTiaa* 
tural meadow, fit for the sitbeb It is disringujahed by 
the aHpeilation of the Great Meadows, where the first 
action with the Fkendi, in the year 1754, was fought. 

e This is the moiety of about two thousand aeres 
Whidt remains unsold, of rix thousand seventy one 
acres on the Mohawk river, Montgomery county, in a 
ntent granted to Danid Cose, in the towndrip of Coo^ 
boKougb and Caroiinaj as will appear by di^, frnm 
Marinus Willet and wife, to Georae Clinton, late gi^ - 
vemorof NewYork,aiidmyBet& Thebttcraakshaw 



been at rix rfoHars mzttts; and ^diat renudni umoM 
win fetch t^at or more. 

, /> yte <J™Hy of these lands and fheur ntoation, mav 
w RfMywn by Uie surveyor't certificates, vhicb are filed 
atfoog with tite patents. Tbeylieintbeviciratyof Cin- 
dnmti ; cne tract near themouth of the little Mlanii ; 
another seren, and the thixd ten miks up d^ same* I 
have been infonned that they win leadily *i«««i»«t 
more than Aey are estiinated at. 

o^Forthe dbcriMion of those traetf in det»l, tee 
ggu SpotswayTs fa filed yvUb the oihernapcrs w 
J^ncto^jeto. Beadfc tlie general good quality of the 
Itod, tWre IS a vahiabte bank of iron ore theieoo, which, 
vbeo me settlement becomes more populous, and set- 
*'^lS^ moving that ivay very fast, wifl be found very 
Tfaltttbte, TO the Rough cwek, and a branch of Green 
nver, atnntls ample water for furnaiiccs and forges. 

l*OTS, Viz. 

tltrCJF IFASHINOTON, 

r ITic twolets Hear the capitol, hi square 634, cost 
me DiBe Imlred and siicty tfifrec dollars only ; but in 
tfaspneclWM Civoorwi, on condition that I should 
iNiiid two «n«k tiooses ^iree stories high each ; without 
«!» reduetfeii the selling prices of these lots would have 
i!OMt me »ba« one thousand three hundred catl fifty 
doBan. The* lots, with the biddings on them, when 
eomipteled wi» stand me in fifteen iboasand dollars at 



* ^? ^** *» *^» ^> *^ i*> t>n ^^ Eastern Branch, 
ye ad vamageoasly situntal on the water ; and although 
imy lots much less convenient have sold a great d«il 
mfMt I wiH rate tiiiese at twelve cents the square fi»t 

ALSXASDHtA. 

- t For this lot, though ttnimprovtd, Ihaw refused fhne 
thousand five hundred dollars. It has since been laid Off 
Into proper sized lots for building on, three or ibur df 
whieh-are let on ground rent fw ever, at three dollars a 
footon the street ; and this price is askcdfW both fronts 
on Fitt and Prince sticeo. 
£>3 
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mVCHESTEBM 

u As neither die lot joi the vatvtn or eomnv»n Hsro any 
itnprovements on them, it b not easy to fix a piricQ i 
but as both are well lituatdl^ -it b piesumcd the price 
a^ioexfid to Uiem ilk the schedule is a reasooaUe nvlut.* 

tlOQ. > 

V Tbe lots in Bath, two adjoining, cost me to die beat 
of my recoUecticm between fifty and nxty pouads, 
twenty Tears ago ; and the buildings thereoo ose hai^ 
dred uid fifly poiuods more. Whether property thiTe hs» 
incroBsed or decreased in iu value, and in what conditioa 
the te)uses are, I an^ ignorant ; but suppose they ave qot 
raiued too high. 

. STOCK, 

to These are the snnis whtdi m« aetnally funded, and 
tiioQgfa no more in the ag^r^te than seven thousand 
five hundred and sixty six dnlar^ stftpd me in at leaft 
ten tboaaaod pounds, X^rginia money ; being the anKninc 
of hooded and other debts due to ine» and- diseharging 
dutingtlie war, when money had d^reeiaMd in that 
rattr ;ic7'and was so settled bv- publie authority. 

X llie value annexed to tbtat; shares is what they ao- 
toally cost me, and is the price af&xed by law ; and aW 
thougli the present selling ^ce is under fiur, ray adviee 
to the legatees, for whose oeuefit they are iDten^ espe* 
cially tlM^e who can afford to lie out of the mfot^, is, 
that each should take and hold one ; there being a luo- 
nl certainty of a great and increanng profit arisiiq; 
from them in the course of a few yearsp 

y It is supposed that the shares in the James River 
Company must also be product! ve ; but of this I can give 
iK> decided opinion, for want of more accurate infonnft* 
lion. 

X ThShe are the novninal pnees of the shares is the 
banks of Alexandria and Columbia ; the selling jnices 
vary according to curcumstanoes \ but- as the stock wso* 
^ly divides frOm eight to ten per ocnt. porannnin. thoj 
must be woitb the tonner, at least, so long asthehanks 
are eouoeived to be secute, although tarcuuHtjuifDei m^y 
someUoKsiaalK them bek>w \u 



• Hie value of di9 litre «to^ depends mate upon the 
qiality -tbao qoftnUtv of the diSerent specici of it ; and 
tiiw ngsin^upiui die jemand iumI judgoMiDt, or faaey of 
porebaien* 

GEORGE WASHIKGTONi 

Mwnt Vernon, July 9, 1799. 



COMMENT ' 

ON 

JVJSJfflJVGTOJV^S WILL. 



WE would fjun believe that tlie whole of Gencrat 
IVailiiiigtou^s will has been perused by no man without 
some ^rtion of that calni and pleasurable elevntioo 
which unifoiinly Ii'aves us better and wiser IjehigSt 
It Would have been deeply interestingL considered only 
as the last deliberate act of a life so bi'neficial to the 
human race ; but in4ependentl3 of this sublime associa- 
lion, it is in itself an afiecUug and most instructive 
composition* Like all the former maiiifestations of his 
chstracter, it Sfives proof that a true and solid greotnesi 
may exist, and make itself felt, without any admixture 
of wildncis, without any obiitrusive appeals to tlie i'lia- 
giiia^on; it gives proof, consolator>' and impi riling 
proof, bow many virtue*,- too often deemed iucom* 
paible with each other, a thintijig; and upright iiiiud 
may, unite iji itself. It wei-e scai-cely too luiicfi to 
afllrm ot this will, that all tlie main elements of public 
and private morals, of civil and domestic wii^om, are 
conVevfd in it either directly or by implication It is, 
indeed no less tlian an abstract of his opinions and f.-e^ 
ings as a patriot, friend, and relation; and all arising 
naturally aud unostentatiously out of the fiiiul disposal 
of a fortune, not more huitourabiy earned tlian beoeO* 
Centlyeivployed. Apperiiiining to his chamctor, as the 
American /AOfn'or, more exclusively than the other pages 
pf his will, is the plan and endu«mcnt of a cnitral unf- 
vcnity* The motives which impelled the General to 
this bequestf he has stated with such be-<Uit>' aud pre> 
dtiofu as scarcely leave atiy Uiii^ for the philo»opiKr 
• • " E4 
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vamatei ao «t>i7 enmnenited, thtt toiii an fmttoitian 

£ieet tendeneY to aofben and lifaoalise iht too gftst 
eommavM) nlrit oftinit ooipMrf, in ai ftorasitwil] 
oonaect the pleMores and amttttkntff Ha wealthier chi- 
zent, in the moit impreariMe period of filb, wiA ol^ 
jeeti abitract and unworldly ; and diat while by friend- 
chips and literaiy emulatioQi it may remove loeal jea> 
kRues, it will tend to decorate the American daraeter 
with an omamoit faitlietto wanting in it, viz* genoiae 
loeal attadunents, vneomieeted with peeoniary iotcr> 



Ofambtt nature^ pardybefooginff to the patriot, and 
partly to tbe naMerof awnly, iv wehDmane, earaest^ 
and solemn wish edneeniiog the ema&eipatihtf of die 
shncs oo his ^tate. It explains with infinite deiieaey 
and mai^y senaUlity, the true caose^f ids not havii^ 
eman^ated them in his Hfe tipae i and shoiiU opcfaia 
as a cautian against those petty Cbdlcrs >)dio interpret 
the whole of a cbaraeter by a part, instead of interpvctite 
a part by the whole. We feel ourselves at a loss 'Wl^i 
Aost to admire in this interesting paragraph, the iieep 
and weighty teeSn^ oi the general prinaple of univtrau 
liberty } <}r the wise veneration of thdse Qxed laws in 
society, without which that universal Uborty must for 
ever remain- impossible, and which, theceihre, must he 
ttbeyed even- in those cases were ttey ttupefid the ke* 
tiau of ^i genera] prindjple ; or, lastly, the aflbadai»> 
ate attention to tlie. particular feelings of the tfkves 
themselves, with the ample prbvirioq ibr ft|e ajgett voA 
teflrm. Washington was no ^ aithitect <}f ruin {** 

In the bequests to his friends, the co i npo^tioii evi» 
denoes ^ peculiar delioai^ and corvectness of lii^ 
mind. The high vahie winch he attachitt to his old 
U&end, Dr. Fnmfclin^s lega^ of the glod-headed cane, 
hy bequeathing it, imd it alone to his brother, Charies 
Washington ; the spv-glasses, left, with the modest pi^ 
Mndiesis, **' becaase Oiey will be useful to them when 
they live ;** yet not without stamian« the vahie on these 
pKoaons relies, as having been useful to fainuelf in the 
delivetanee of his couii^ ; the visdom of remittiiy 
she box to lord Buchan. widi the gentle impUcatioo of 
the impractibility and im^upiiety of pcsfarming dM 
conditions. iRith which the box had been origimdqr ao 
yompaniffl ; that reverence for the primary oesignatioB 
of a gin, implied in these words '^acrectbly «d the 



VAflHuiwraN. lot 

of the GeUnutha^ C«mi«iy tf £■»»• 

puffkf^ and viricli WMds nae betadei oeeenanr ia 
ovdcr to prevent the iabeii»reiatioD, that be had re» 
mitted it ftom iivfaility to find aor mui in his own 
Mnttry e(}i»l^ deaenmii; of it mth the ml ; the bo* 



of the biMe, and «rtfae iwwds, the fint without 
aBBoiation, the hut with the toUanpnity of » Chriitian 
h«K>; aU and each of flieie we Ittve dwelt upon, as 
endaMei of a niiid •trang and healthful, yet with a 
fineneas and rapidity of Uk anooiatinft powec, seldom 
found even in ihote who derive lennbyity fnooi neiw 
miK di«a«e» The natitade^ the deep aaii immortal 
tratitnde^ dhpfaived lo die deeteratian of the nootivet 
af hiftheqaot tonia nej^iew, Builvml Washin^on, is 
oC a sizH aiefaer elass or exoeUenee ; and the vutue it 
xndividtntiiKd, and has a new mteictt given it, by his 
attention to thievery letter of an old pramise, no longer 
in Ihise. The aeeoncy with which the estates aie 
narhed oat, will aid the distant posterity of the pr»> 
aeot Ainerieans, in their reverential pilgrimages to the 
seat of their great Pater Pratrke, Tiie attachment 
wfaieh he has shown to all his relations, the proviskm 
he has made for them all, and ibe attentien to honour- 
able causes of local preferment in these provisions, are 
cifennMianoea Ug^y notieeaUe Hi^dv noticeable 
too in the disjunction of this &mily atta<mnient from 
that desire of the agmndiaement ot' some one hranch 
of the family, so commonly adherent to it He ]ias 
weakened by evidence, the best fuad aluKMt the only 
argnmeBt for primogeniture, in new countries* One 
faet strikes us jparticolarlv in the perusal of this 
will. Of all Wadiington's numerous relations, not 
one appears as a placeman or beneficiary of the 
g ov e mment, not one appears to have received any 
thing from tfaetr kinsman as President and influen- 
oer of the Cbnted States, yet all have evidences of 
the aeal and at&ctimi of the President, as thdr kin*> 
man* It is not *q every where. There is sometbiag in 
Aearangeuent of die will, beyond any exaniple, wmeit 
we reooUeo^ inftruetive and jodicioiUk He con)menoes 
wi<h a positive or perfect duty, the payment of debts ; 
then goes immediately to the most respectful and af- 
Icctiooate {attention to his wife, which becomes more 
inteUecuaal, raons niocaL from the circumstances, which 
he af^ notices, of his having remained without issue; 
he pnieeeds to his concerns as uiasti^r of his familv, and 
PMdep foi tha eaianeipatuwi.of his stafcs} and hav 
£5 
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BULOGT, 

Of the visht honettMOt Chark* Jdnw Fox. m Genmd 
IVaihm^on, ttrmmncedtfy him in trie Biitifh house 
^ Cmmwu hi the year 1794. 

— " JUutfiiffvt Man I-derivinghonotir lew ftomthc 
«ldendoar of his ntmtioii, than from the dignity of hi* 
sniofd, before whom all borrowed greatnos sinks iirt© 
in»gnificance!-I cannot, indeed, help adimnng the 
<wiidbm and the fortune of this Great Man .'—Not by 
die expiession fortune, I n«an to derogate from his ra^ 
rit; hut notwidastanfing his extraordinary talents and 
exalted integrity, it mast be considered as smgulariy fw- 
tonate, that he should have experienced a lot which so 
•eldom fiiHs to the portion «f humanity, and have pass- 
ed through such a variety of scenes without stain and 
^thout reproach !— It most indeed create astomshment, 
4bat, placed in circumstances so critical, and filling:, 
forawBriesof time, a station so conspioious, hischa- 
xaeter should never once have been caUed in question^ 
that he should in no one instance have been accused ei- 
ther of peeviBh insolence, or of mean subraisioo, m hw 
tiansae^ns with foreign nations-It has been reseryol 
&r him to run the race of glory, without expeiiencmg 
the smallest interruption to the bnlliancy of bis career I 
The tu«ath of censura has not dared to impea<^ the 
parity of his conduct, nor the eye of envy to rai« i«« 
malignant ^ance to the elevation of his virtue— Sudi 
has been the transcendant merit and the uuparalled 
fete of this illustrious Maa!" 

WASHINGTOirS C«DERS. 

On theeessation of hostiUti^ between Great Britain an4 
America, General Washington uaued the fodfn-wig 
otikr*: 

Bead-QiuaWSi y«w%r^A, April l«, 1783. 

THE commander in chief orders tiie cessation 
nf ho&tilities between the United States of America 
and the king of Great Britwn, to be publicly proc fiin*. 
edttKnoRiow at twelve o'clock, at the nowbuiUUng; 
Sd tS? the proclamation whicii which ivill.tecomm..- 
' SwMd heiewith, he read to-morrow cvcmng, at the 
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head of everr regimenc and corps of tbe vmv ; aAer 
whicii, the chaplains, with the several hrigades, will 
render thanks to AhnigfatT God for all hit mocics, par* 
tictiiaiiy for his oveiHuhng die wrath of roan to his 
own glory, and causing the nge of war to oeaae aiaonsit 
tile nations. 

Although the nradaniation before alhided (o, estenfa 
Mily to the prohwition of hostihtiea, and not to the a» 
■ottciatica of a genenl peace, yet it must afford tba 
anost latiooal and sincere satisfiiction to every bene«» 
km mind, as it puts a period to a long and do^dMfid 
contest— stops the effusion of human blood— opens the 
prwpeet to a move slpendid scene— and, like lanother 
morning star, pron>ises die appniach of a bri^«.r day 
than has hitherto illuminated this western hemisphere! 
on 8udi*a luippy day— « day which .is the barbiii^er cf 
i»eace— aday miidi completes the eighth year of the 
war, it would he ii^;ratitode not to rejmoe : it would 
be insenahility not to partinpate in the general felicityi 

The commander in chief, far from endeavouring to 
fttfle the feeliniKs of joy in his own bosom,, ofien his 
most cindial oongratulatiQin on the occasion, to idl ^ 
offiaen of every denominataoo— to all the troops of ^ 
United States in |;enna], taai in particular to OMwejpd* 
lant and persevering men, who iMd resolvtd to def^ 
the rifi4)ts of their invaded country so kmg as the war 
abouJd continue ; for these are the men who ought to he 
Mnsidered as the pride and boast of the Ameilcan 
■nny, and who» cnrwned with well<eamed laurels, may 
•oon withdraw from the field of glory to the moce tran> 
quU walks of civil life. 

I/Thjle the General Koollects the almost infinite va- 
liety of scenes through which we have passed with a 
mixture of pleaioie, astonishment and gratitude— wliile 
he contemplates the prospects belbre us with rapture- 
lie cannot help wishipg that all the Iterave men, of wha^ 
ever coQditkm thr^ m|y he, who have dbared in the tmb 
anddan|en of erocting tms glorious revolutioni of res- 
cuins; millions tnm the Bands of oppression, ana of lay> 
infi toe foundation of a great empire, might be impressed 
With a proper idea of the dignied part they have beeil 
called to act (under the smiles of IVovideoce) on the stage 
of human affairs ; for huipy, thrioeiuippyg shall thevbt 
pronounced hereafter, whohave coatnmited any tlaittr, 
who have performed the meanest office in erectiqg tlSi 
•topendoasjh&rir tf Fireedem and ErrMtti on dielMv«d 
basis of ioMpeDdencyj who have aaasted ia proteqiBg 
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the lights ci Immao natiire^iiid esablithii^ an assylum 
tar the poor and oporessed oi all mtkuis aud reKgHNM. 
Tbe glorious tHk fir which «e first fiew to arnw, 
beinr thus aceomplUhKl~-the Liberties of our oountry be- 
iwndljadaiomedlged and UraAj wooved, h^ ^ tuiiki 
oTlieAveB, oa the purity of oar came, and the boneit 
exeition of a fcdile pec^>ie, decermioed to be free, agaiost 
a powerful nation disposied to oppcess tbem ; and the 
dMttaeteraf those who have penevered throagh every 
extremity of bardalrip, sufiering, add danger, beiog ii»> 
mantStxed by tbe illostrioitt appeUatioo of the Patriot 
Army, oothSi^ now remains but for the actors of this 
mi^ity scene to picsorve a peilect, unvaiying cousis* 
tenev of cfaaiacter throogfa the reiy last act; to dose 
die onama with appbtose; and to reck« from the uiiU- 
tuy tfaeatire with the same wprpbatioa tit angiels aud 
nieo, which have crowned all their Iwmer virtuous ac* 

^9 



For this poipose, no disorte or lioentkmsness inust 
be tolerated ; every eonsiderate and well-disposed soMier 
must reraember, it will be absolutely necessary to wait 
with Mtiehoe, until peace shall be di'claredi or Congress 
shell be enabled to take proper measures )'or the security 
ofthepubKcstDieSsSue. ^sogn as these anaMpenaentJ 
shall be madei the General is confident there will be no 
delay in discharging, with every mark of diftinciion and 
honour, all the men tinlirted for the war, who will then 
have faithfViliy performed their ei^gements v^ith the 
public, llie General has already interested himself in 
their behalf; and he thinhs he need not rcpeatthe aasu- ' 
nneesof bil dtspontion to be useful toUieia oo the pre* 
soic. Old every other proper occasion. In the mean 
lime he is detennined tliat no military n^lects or ex- 
aesses shall go oi^pumsbed, while be retains the comr 
mand of the army. 

Tbe Ad jutant-geoend wiD have suili wori(u>g>parties 
detaehed to asrist in making the i^eparatioos for agene* 
nd rejoieangt as the chief eugineer, with the array^ shall 
oall for ; and the quarteraaster-genend will also nimish 
such mMeriab as he may want* The Quarter^master> 
general will, without delay, prowire su<» a number of 
disehaiKs to be printed as will he sufficient Ihr all the 
men enfisted for the war; be wiH pkase to apply to 
head-qoarteis for the focna. 

An extn ratian of liquor to be issued to every man 
t»4BM)crow, to drink fwfetual peace, Jndependcncei <im/ 
HaffimHtt9thBUimeaSlaia«fJnieriai, 
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A CittCULAR LETTER, 

Frem fdi excellency George Wuiiii«tan, coimnander m 
ehStfafthearnOaofthe United SMt* tf Amerku, » 
the Ccpoemars 9f the several States* 

; Bea4Quttrtert, Hewbtargh, J0tm«18, 1783, 
SIM, 

THE great ol^t far wl^i I had thehoniiDr to 
^U an apmnntnieiit in the aerrice of ray country^ be- 
ing accom|Aished, lam now preparing to i^gn it into 
the hands of Congreas, and return to that domestic !«• 
lirenient, which, it is wdl known, I left with the great' 
est relactance ; a retirement ibr which I have neter 
ceased to sig^ through a long and pairifVil nbsenc^ in 
.which (remote frcHn the noise and trouble of the world) 
I meditate to pass the remainder of my Kfe in a stale 
of undisturbed repose; but, bef<»« I carry this resoln- 
tion into eflfi^ct, tnink it a duty incumbent on roe to 
Budce diSs my last official commnnieatioo, to coi^^tu^ 
bte yxHi on the glorious events which Heaven has been 
pleased to produce in our favour, to offermv aentimeiiis 
respecting some important subjects, whion appear to 
me to be intimately connected with the tranquillity of 
the Uhited States, to take my loare of your Exceltency 
as a public character, and to give my final blessing to 
that jDonntry in whose service I have spent die prime of 
my Kfe ; ibr whose sake I have consumed so many anx- 
ious days and watchful nights; and whose happineis 
beij#extremely dear to me, will always eonstittite no 
inconriderable part of my own. 

Impressed with die liveliest senstbiKty on Ais ptefts* 
iiVC occasion, I will claim the indulgence of dilatinc'the 
tfote Cf^iously on die subject of our mutual ^'ehdia- 
^lon. MHien we eonrider the magnitude of the priee we 
etrntended for, the doubtful nature of the contest, and 
the favourable manner in which it hu termhiatad ; we 
shall find the grotest possible reason for gratitude and 
Tehnciug: this is a theme that will alferd infinite de- 
light to every benevoleot and liberal mind, ^niaether the 
event in contemplation be considered as a soovee of pre- 
sent enjoyment, or the parent of future happiness $ and 
we shaU have ec|oal oce^on to telicitate ourselves on the 
lot which Providence has assigoed ns, whether wc view 
it in a natural, apoUtaeal^or moml point of -view* 



The dtiactM cf Amcnca, phmd in iIn moit cnvk^ 
Ide ccmditim, as ^sole loidt aad'praprictonof a vut 
met of eootuKnCt^eompreheiMHiig: all the various unit 
vnA cKmalM of tbe worid, and abounding^ vith all the ne- 
eetauies asid confciDieiiees of ]ife» are nowt hy the late aa- 
tisfiietory panfloatioD, aefcoowled^ed to he pOMOwed of 
afasolote freedom and iDdepeixteiey ; they afe, from 
1th period ta be ooosidered is the acton on a most coa, 
AicwNis theatre, wfai<^ seems to he peea&udy desig^Med 
if Frovkknee for the disiriay of human neatness aJod 
leheity : here they are not oqIv surround«I with every 
dkine thi^ ean eootribate to toe eompletioa of private 
and domefltie enkyyii^ent, hot Heaven has cnmuea aH its 
oflhCT-hleasings, hy g^vio^ a surer .(^portimity for poli- 
tical haminess, vnn «ny other nation has ever been 
favoured with. Nodiing can iUustmte these observations 
more fiocibljr than the recollection of the hap^ am. 
janetuxe of times and drcumstances. under wnidi oiir 
R^nWc assumed its rank among ue nations. The 
fouBCbtioii of dnr emigre was not laid in a gloomy age 
of ignonmee and superstition, but at an epoch when the 
rigfats of mankind were better nnderstood, aj\d more 
clearly defined than at any former period : researches 
of the human mind ailer social happiness have been car* 
riedtoa great extent: the treasures of knowledge ac- 
quired 1^ the iafaours of philosophors, sages, and legisla* 
torSfthroug^ a kmg succession of years, are laid open 
fiNT us, and their coUeeted wisdom may be happily ap> 
pUod in the estabiishment of our forms of government : 
the free cultivation of letters, the unbounded exiennoa 
of commeree, the progressive refinement of manners, 
the growing lilMRalky of sentiment, and, above all, the 
pare and benign light of Revebtion, have Iiad a nielio. 
ratii^ influence on mankind, and increased tbe bless- 
ings of society. At this auspicious period the United 
States cauM into existenee as a nation, and if thtir citi- 
zens should not he compl^ely free and happy, the 
Ihult will he entirely their own* 

Such is our ntoation, and such are our proqiects : 
hot ootwithstanding the cup of blessing is thus reached 
out to us'-natwithttandiiig happiness is ours, if we have 
a disrpoatkm to seize the occasion, and make it our own ; 
yetit apjpeavstome, there isau cqrtion still left to the 
United States of America, whether they will he respect 
aUe and prospoous^ or contemptible and miserable as 
a nation. This is the time of their political firofaation; 
this ii the nwwRt, wbeatbecyesofthe whole work! aie 



tuiMed imm (!«»; At* ii the time ta eiialiidi«r fitfa 
ihiek national tiumcnr forever ; dd* i» the ftvoanUB 
UMment to give sodi a lone to the federal Rbvenunort 
tt will enabM it to answer the eod* of ka imtitatMni; «r 
this may he the ill'faaed laoncBCfbr reiaxine the i 



0f ttue vnioD, aamiMlBtiiiK tha ce 
tioD, and expomU^ at to beeome the sport of Euroiiean 
polities, wbieh may phiycne state ^giiiaan another, «a 
. prevent ^owiofimMrtuMie, aad to mn^^nmotmm' 
terested ptnposes. For, aeoonfiiw to the syst e m of p»> 
Key the states shaH adopt at tfaw moment, they wiH 
stand or fall ; and, by their canfiraoatioo or lapse, it it 
yet to be decided, whether the^sewolotian mast ultimai» 
rybe considered as a Messhig or a curse; not m4» 
present a^ ahme, tat with oor fate will the destiny of 
onborn millions be invvdved. 

With diis conviction of the importamse of the praaent 
ends, silence in me woidd be a crime. I will th c r tfor e 
tpoik to your Excellent the lai^^iage of freedom and 
sinecri^, withoat disguise. I am awai^, however, those 
who differ Horn me in politieal sentiments omy perhaps 
remark, I am ste{>)«ing out of the laopet fine of my 
doty ; and they may possibly ascribe to arroeanoe or 
osfiEsntatiort, what I know in aione'the result of ^ purest 
intention ; but the rectitude of my own heart, whidi 
disdains siich unworthy motiive»-€he parti have aidierta 
acted in tifo-tbe determination I havt fosmed of not 
t&kineany sliare in pobfie basiness hereafter— the ar* 
dent denre I fed and shaH contimie m manifest^ of 
qoietlv ei^oyinf in private life, after all the toils of 
War, the befits of a wise and Kbend gDvenwaent-* 
will, I flatter myself, sooner or later, convniee my eomi- 
trvmen, that I coaki have no sinister views in ddiverimr, 
with so little reserve, the op^nens contained in this aft- 
dress. 

lliere are foot thinfi;8 whidi I humUjreonodve are 
eaicntial to the well>beinr, I may venture to my, to 
the existence of the United Slates, as an indepeiMleat 
power. 

ift. An indissolttbie iraien of the state* under one 
Ifsderal head. 

9e%. A aacred regard to poblie jusdcen 

Mly, The ado(«ioa of a proper peace citBhliilkmeBt. 
And, 

4thlu, TIk prevrienee of that paeifle and ftiendh 
disDosition among theneople of the United States, which 
wifiindacetfHinto foget tiMfarleQal pnsndkes and 
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TlwM nwi idiepiHg»<» which tfce ftaMin liifaEic<if 

foUHL liberty M the hi< i% li whogwer iwMdd< U»ett 

Siw CnndatnB» or oicvUuu IIk ftraotHiVy 'uniar 
tsveripaeieaipKieBt IwnBy attanptk,wiUne' 
«it.|he<Uttemt eaeeratian and me a^funt jwiawhiaent 
widoh mh beintteltd by hisiagHni^ooMnr. 
-*<teliiealireeflntM>tiotet I will make AWw-cliNnVi 
tiy, iew ipg'tte l yt » the ytd attMc^a it weriom 9Qt^ 

. UDrier tlK flniheafd^ ahhowh^toiKy no^be ncMwuii 
oriMpir fiv ae 19 thb «iaoe%«Hter kMo a pMiailar 
fttq^MMTof th»iNMplai4» the iwioD^ and «» take 
op tiw great qnestno w hic h tau hem iMamntly 1 — ^ 



la^wdiaOKr ithan|Mdiaiitandreiiai«iteibr «he«ta(es 
t»a U e # itg< hnB piDfaKtifM»o(f powec to Congicsii, or 
not^yMitwi]|he;»9Bitofiiqr4toty, ami tibat of e««vy 
tMepattkit, to ancvt, -without rcacrvt, and toinilit 
iMntfae ftBowiaff pariliaiM>i'-'Aat- unless thestatn 
tnttonflRar Coafven todareise those yneragatiwes 4bey 
Mt undMibledly ia vested with by the ooastitutioiii tf^wy 
itSggmuM vanr npidly tead to aoarehy and ooofusiaB. 
That bis indispeBsaUe to the h a pyinoss of the indivi- 
daal stam, that thm should be hidg«d. sooiewfaen, h 
juptume powgr, toiegtrlate and gawrem toe general ooi^ 
cCHttrof tBe coofedecated vepobiie, without wfaidi the 
aoioBGaniiotheofiasigduatioQ. ll«t there mast be 
afiuAfhlaDd jwintBd c-omplhmee €Mi tha part of every 
siMe with tha Jate^paopoials «id demands of £angiesi, 
4r the most fiitai ooBseqaenaes wSH ernae* Thatwha^ 
ever mcMuies have a tendency to dissolve the oniaB, or 
eontribute m viohne or lessen--^ soveniBB aathonty, 
MKhttOtbecomiisndaahastile to the liberty mmUd- 
dq^endenryof Aaaeviea, and 4ia authois.of them treated 
aocordingly* Aai hn^, tiaitnBleit we can beenaUei 
by the «abcunenae of tha states, to panicteale of the 
Ignnts of the wvolatiQa, and enjoy the esaenoal benefits 
af eivil oaciety, ander a form of nwemmentso fvee and 
wnemiiMed, so faappttyguaided against the^daager of 
OMvtMion, as has boendievised and adopted by the arti* 
sfcs of ooniedeintioiH it wiU 4m a sttta^ect of tt«ret, diat 
so mtieh blood and tmsore haf« been iavistatid fw no 
fUtfm^i thM aonaajr^oflMavtham han «M0uii(a^ 
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lave faeeD iraide in naiii Mn^ odie» 
n^t'heve be addteedMpitne, tjbat- witiwiMuHB4 
ocaironiiity te the spirit of the ammi,i4we«Miii4it ea 
am fiodopoident pixwlsr.: It wiU«te{««ffifaBeDi |i» «y 
IKvpotfe to laentiaa iMft one or two» wfaioh'K;aa'to mb 
of the gieetest iniportADoe.r-A it only in our UniiBl 
dMneter, es an emirire!, that our. IndepcBdeaee-is fn 
knoWledged, that our powor can be Kgtaded, oriMr 
credit aupported aiuobg foreiga nations. The treaticB 
of the EurcMieaii powers with the United Stales of Aa» 
fliea,- tvill batBB no validity on the .dinolutioa of tk> 
unioDri. WediaUbeleftiieariy,iaA«tatec)fiMtiire;or 
we may find, Ijy our own u&hapjty ^perieocet fbnubrrr 
if a nrtural'tuid oeeeaaaiy pmd^reauefli froiia w eactieaic 
of anarchy .to die rrtn^np of ivxaanyi; and tlwt lutbi- 
tcary polver is .hmmI eadly-eftttriiahedoD > thei:ruite of 
Ii^rty nbuaed to lieentioumetfi 

As to the second iotiekvwhidi res^eots the perfiiriaaQoe 
of public jQstioe, Oonspcbmy have, m their tatei Ad0ne» 
to the United States, almosUahausted the snlqe^ ; they 
bave explained their ideai so fally, and have taaSoxoA 
the obligations tiie s&tesare under to render eom^ote 
justice to all the public credibors, with so mueb diguil^ 
and energy, that in my ophnont no real firiend to the 
lioBour and indepeodeoey of Amcsciea can Jseatale a 
sins^ moment lespeeting the propriety of eomplying 
ivitb.the just and honourable measures propoooL u 
their arguments do not javdueeoonvicti'iQt.XknowQf 

^ notliiog that will have greater iofiuenee, especially wboa 
we renect that the £ysvem cdbred to, being the reattlt 

. of the collected wiadom of ihe continent, mmt be ea* 
teemed, if apt perfect, certainly tbe:least objectioaabte 
of any that could be <ievised; aud that, i^ it ahqnld not 
be carried into immediate execution, a national bank- 
ruptcy) with ail its deplorable c(MMeque|lClG)^ will take 
place, before any diffirent plan can possibly he proposed 
ot adopted ; so^reasiug are the prestut circnwirtam»% 
and such is the altenuitive now olferi-d to tlie staiok 

The ability of the cduntrv to discbarge the d<^ whiob 
have been incurred in its dct'enoe» is not to be doubted* 
An inclination, I ttatter myiietfl will not be wanting} 
tbe path o. our duty is plain btture us ; honesty wiUoe 
fouiid, on every cx{x:nment, to be the best and only 
true policy. JUrt us ihem »SM uation, be- jnst; let us 
fulfill the public eonu-acu whicti Congress had nndoubb' 
edljr a right U)-iQ«lu» for tbu ptwyoiieof canyivf dbiIm 



us 

wmt, vifA^ the atnc good firitb weraepoie eondvei 
iMuod to nex&nm. our private engsgeaaents. lb the 
aeni time let auatteutaon to the cheerful pedbrawice 
of their proper busuess, «s uidiYidualf) and as membt;r« 
of wodetf, tie:eaxBe6tly inculcated on the citizenc oC 
America i dien will they strengthen the hambof govern- 
nem, aod bt: bappy uudur its protectioo* . £verr one 
will reap tbe ^huA of his laboors ; every one will en- 
joy his own aequisitions, without niolestatioii aud witli^ 
out danger* 

In thnistaite of absolute freedom and perfect seeuritjr, 
«!bo will grudge to yield a vitry Uccle of. his property to 
support the oomnMii interests of society, and ensure the 
nroteetioD of govermnent ? Who does not remembor 
the frequent declarations at the oonunencement of the. 
war, tloit we should be eompletely satlified, if at the 
expenseof one half, we could defend Uie renuunder of 
our possesnons I Where is the man to be found, w ho 
wisbestorenyiin indebted for the defence of his own 
penon and -property to the exertions, the bravery, and 
the blood ofouers, without making one generous cfibrt 
to pay the debt or honour and ofgratitude ? In what 
part of toe oontinent shall we find any roan, or body of 
men, who would not Uush to stand up, and propose 
measures porposely calculated to rob the soldier of his 
•tipeud, and the publie creditor of bis due ? And were 
it poMMJie that such a flap;raiit instance ttf -injustice 
could ever happen, would it not excite the general in^ 
digoation, and teiMl to bring down upon the authors of 
■iich measui^ the ag^ra^'ated vengeance of Heaven ? 
If, after all, a s^pirit ordisuniou, or a temper of obsttp 
naey and jXTvenenoss should manilest itself in anv of 
the states : if sncb an unaraciops disposiiiou slioukl atv 
t^pt to frusurate all the nappy effects that midit be er> 
neeted to flow fruni the uniou ;' if there should be a re> 
lOsal tQ eomply with requisitions for funds to discliai^ 
the annual inleeest of the publie debUk and if that refund 
should revive all those jeajousies, and produce all tl^ose 
evils which are now happily removech-Cougress, who 
have in aU their transactions shewn a pc&t degree of 
magnauinuty and justice, will stand justified in the sight 
of God and man 1 And that state alone, which puts itself 
in opposition ta the aggregate wisdom of tlie continent. 
vad foilowii such mistaken and pernicious councils, wilj^ 
be respousibU' for all the con'M^quviioi^s. 

For niy owi* pait^ eonsdous of having acted, wliilc a 
leraibt «i the publM^ ii^.the wtma f «wceii>'«d best 



tin ifn& 'Utn tat 

fumBunipnnuotBinBrcw iuichiki q* n^'^'^'Buy j. ■n* 

Sin^hi oofwqiieneeQf mf fixed fadiel^ iir iMievt^m 
leogisd invRif to Qie attny, tint their euuniry inMH 
naliy do mn eonvpleteana aiD^ josdoe, anaiiMti^ 
ISiAgto «QneeaI any imtanee of nay mlMA ^cmdMeCflMi 
the eyes drthe^bdd, IlmTetbo4whtf<oper torlMMnk 
to your Bxcdlency the inclosed edlleetion at paoers, re* 
lative t6 the half<pBy and commntatioQ gnaaibe&hy Coo- 
j^KsstotheoflteenKniliearniy : fran (hose ckmAMiniOi 
tiotM, mydeeided sen tiroen t win fae cVeariy e oi tap i di e a ^ 
ed, togtetner wfth the ennelnsi^ reanows. wlilcli iudvemt 
me at an eM v period, to peconiwie i rf me adoptioik (cC 
ftis measure in the fmm eaitlest and serimw thnuMb Af 
Use prooeedinp of Congress, the army, and ra«><ielf, alv 
open to all, and oontai^ in mr o^nian, snmdent h>> 
jwtn^ioii to remove tKe prejudiee and^cibrs^liiiai nvy 
have been entertairied by any, I thinkit uniieeesMry «» 
say any tfainK more, than jtist to oiNerve^^^aiait the veM' 
hitions of CoDgfress, notr alluded to. are as ^itpdo u b ted ly 
and absolutely tatndirKanm) the Uiti«ed %ittei as fhe 
itiost solemn acts of eotifisiwnitien or I^MMi<tn» 

Astotheidea. ivhichlam hrfbroKd, has inaooeto' 
stances, previdled, that the half-pay md eeramotatiaB 
are to be Abided nieredy in the odiovs-liUht^apeusiMi, 
it ought to ne exploded fdrerer : that |»m«tsioa 4mM. 
be viewed, as it ret^y iwa^ a reasonable eomileMHitiaii 
eiflbted by Congress, at a time when tbey had mtdiia^ 
else to j^ve to offlocrs of tliearmy, for l e isiees then tt 
be perfbmied : it was l!he otily means tut Pteveiit a leiaf 
denlietionofthesorrioe; it wa$apsMoftiidf lure* I 
may be allowed to sar, it was die t>ri«e «f their %iood, 
and of your iodependeniey ; it is thereftM mtan Hun i 
common debt, 4t is a ddbt of kxrauf ; it can never be 
eonsldered as a penaon or gratoity, nor canodM untf 
ir is fairly dhcliarged. 

' With rejeaid to the dlaflftctf b n %etw<ea olHpcrs a n d 
soldiers, it is sofflcient that the traif^tm esncricBee Hi 
every nation of the world, C oiuM n td with tmr own} 
Ibroves the utility and propriety-of the c Kiciimh » n iai i » 
Rewaids, in proportion to i)ie aid tlie voM|e dfam 
from them, are imquesrionably di'ie to* ftli its servants* 
In some lines, the soldiers havepertaps generally bad «i 
ample compensation ftn* th^r services, by the large 
bounties wfaieh have bean paid thorn, ai tneir «flloers 
will Eeceire in the pnmosea eommntJitian ; ih otlnrs, if 
besides the donation ofiand. tfaeparment of aiTcri r agm 
0f dodilttg ttid'Wfege»(it» wfiidi MtMea aH the «aMp» 



■M3h«» Tnhf jlPltiint m/HpUkle, tlie bwmlnet nuiny lof jn^ 
Mmf* wi^f^n pwomiMd to lOl, ptmaiOfr thisir atuar 

STSS kw e)i§?bte «li«i^. of the *ff^^ 
ftifttAerie«si^. iHKMWver, W judged equitable, I w^l 
ie«tqM» to aaaeiat, no nM» wgl e»ioy gi«rt«f latuiMnon 
AvkiMflett|vi»tf» fsfemptieo lvomtas«»wra fctinited 
ttee<^idi lui» bo» petitiotied Cor in s«tnie ipsUoces) 
« «Dr other adMBMrte ivwMWty /ov |xa^}^ 
ted 10 the bnive drfendew of their caw«ry'« <»vm- M 
Bciilier the adoption «r RJoctMn of il4»pn«^^ 
inm maWMr aflect, nnieh kcs mikitate agjpost thf 

i«t o Congtoa, ** which they h«v« «»»«1 A!!.^[^ 
Slpmy.in fcurfthehntfpay l^ttfe, «l»Qhhadl»e« 
brfbi«pwmisedtotheofikewoftheairwy. . 

fielore I «»dude the wAoeet oo puWie juitiee, I 
cuDot flwit to mcntioo the «hKg«ti«as thw «ount»y it 
UBdertolh«nMWtorioi»cta»of feleram, the n«n<gB^ 
ini8siODedoffloer»iiiid piivateiiwho hww been dis^rBBd 
^ iMfaHity, in coMeqneBee of the rwdunow or Co* 
ma, of thi 23d of Afiil, 1783, on »»«MiM'P«naKA 
forS'e. Their pecnBar aufiferingfi, the» tiMidar i«an(i» 
ind elaiuw to that proriaion, need only to be kwjm, to 
IStertthe«»ling»of humamttrinthieir b^iajfi No? 
dting hut a punctual paymcntortheir annual aUowanct 
■inrescoe Siem from, the most wtafhSB^rmaerf i 
■Dd notWng couMhea nioremdfflBdioly awddyres^ 
driit, than to behold tho« who haw sfaedtheic Mood* 
orhMt dieir tinihsin theaervioeaf thdrcooutry, withr 
out a shelter, Without a friend, and withom the vmuu 
of obtflteinc any of <he comfati or necessaries of bfe, 
anmaed tob4th» daily bwead from door to dooft 
Suf^ me to recomnjend those of thisdesonptiaw, oe*' 
loi«iBg to your staw, to the -warrae* patronage of your 
Esoeihaiey and your legitlaiuic 

It is necessary to say but a ftm words oii the tbw4 
wtddi was pvoposod, and which re^rfs P^^ 

Sliedeftoceof^repQblic Astheiecanbehttle 
hot Coomws will recoomiend a proper p«tc ea- 
taUishiaenC for the United States, in which adue a6> 
tentiflD will be mid to the importaDee of phkcinff the 
niKtia of the union npoil a xegiflar and respectable 
fboting; if this AoaM be ^ case, I should beg leave 
to urge ik« great advantage of it in the strongest 
tefms* 
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fetfl^ tntnduced by two members, the FnndtKt a^ 
dttned'himmfoSmm: 

CONGRESS -^eelt fMitiecdar piMcare in mbig . 
yoar ExeeHen^t andiii ooiicnitubttin|; ymi on tliejnw* J 
ee««f a wart ui^vi4<dh yoBlMiw aotetl^ffrMMyieaiwi 

*RbMteeB'tfw sin«:iite hapfimn' of Ae tooted 
States, tiiatdariBr«-iv«f so kng^ ao dangenMis, and n 
importanc. PitnMeneeFJMs been graeioudT pleand is 
preKTf« tile Irf^ of a CS«nemL >vlio hat mented aad n» 
sesscd the vnintenrupted eoahdeaoe and affectkm or Ui 
tfflkm^iMxem, Inotiicr natiotHinaDy have pafonxd 
services, for -which thcf have deMrred ami reoeiv)^ (he 
«bttilaw^thep«hfic; batto^^oOb Sii% peniiiar praiafek 
due. Yow services have beeiieweMial in 4M»uiriiqp Mi 
frstabli sMng the freedom and indqtendence olyoiir con* 
try* They deserve the gxateiVil adcaovlectaenems of a 
free and indepoident natkNw Those aflkiiowMj|(einait% 
Omgress have the latialiMstian of exptesriqg to your Ef* 
oellency. 

Hostllittes hpve naw ceased, bat year councrr stifl 
needs your services. Sie wishes to atailhnself of yoar 
tedents in foiming the aRangeoMnu wrhiefa will be as- 
cessary ftr her in the time ol pesoet Vbr d^ reana 
your attendance at Congiesi has l»een veoaested. A 
committee Is a^poiinted to eonfer widi your SxeeUenqFt 
and to reedve ymir asssttaiee in preparing^ and iHgot- 
ing phuu rektive to those in^ortant ohjecis. 

THE ANSWER. 

Mr, President, 

I AM tM sensible of the hoDOurable re 
ccntion I have now experienecd, not to be peneftaten 
>vitb the deepest fbelings of Qratitude- 



MiilrtllMlwiing ConpwcM ■ppear t» crtimate the v» 
lue <^ my life beroocl aof samces I hnve bea aUe to 
iBBder tbe Umtea States, yet I must be permitted to 
comUer die wisdom and unankuity of our natkmal 
eoancib, the firmness of our citixem and the patience 
and biavery of our troops, whieh have prodiMKd so bap* 

a a teimination of the war, as the most conspicuons 
ct of the (fivine inteixMrntioa, and the sorest presage 
of our future happiness. 

Highly gratified by the &rouniUe sentiments which 
Congress afe pleaseo to express of my past conducL siod 
amply rewarded by the confidence aiid auction of my 
feww-citizens; I cannot hesitate to contribute my beat 
endeavours towards the establishment of the national 
security in whatever manner the sovenigu powrr may 
think ptopn to direct, mitil the ratification of the dfli- 
Bitive treaty of prace, or tlie final evacuation of our 
ooontry by the British forces ; after either of which 
events, I shall ask permissioQ to retire to the peaceful 
ibade of private life. 

Feriapv, Sir, no occasion may offer more suitable ~ 
Aantbe present, to express my humble tlianks to God 
and my grateful aeknowlttl^^nients to my country, far 
the great and uniform support I have receivid in every 
vicissitode of fortune, and for the many dislinguislk'd 
AoDafurs which Congn^ss have been pleased to cod&c 
vpoD BOe in jbe course of the war. 

FAREWELL ADDRESS 

(^Genexal Washington to the armks cf tfii United 

Suues* 

Socky-HiU, near Princeton^ Km* 2, 1783, 

THE United States in Congress assonUed, after. 
I^ing the most honourable testimony to the merits of 
tne f^cnl armies, and presenting them with the thanks 
of dtis coumry, for their long, eminent and faithful 
service, having thouf>ht proper, by their proclamation 
hearinj^ date the I8th of October I»stj to discliarge sueb 
partw tlK troops as M'ere engagetl for the war, and to 
permit the officers on furiou^h to retire from service, 
firom and after to>morrow, whidi proclamation having 
being conununieatixl in the public paiiei^for tlieinfbr- 
lastion and governoteiit of all conccruted ; it oii^r xe- 
F 
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maim for tbe eommander in diief to tMremHmmSF 
once raorp. and chat for fite last time, to tlie aniw» of 
the Unitpo States (howerer widely dispersed individuali 
who compose them mav be) and to md them to a&e> 
f ionate— a long farewell. 

But before the commander in chief takes his final kave 
of those he holds most dear, he wishes to indulge Um- 
s?lf a few moments in calling to mind a slight view of 
the past >-he will then take the liberty of escpiorine^ 
^ith his military- friends, tb«r future prospects; cftSh 
viang the general line of conduct whicn in his opinion 
ought to be pursui'd ; and he will conclude the Address^ 
hy expressing the obligations he feels himself under for 
the sjnrited and able assistance he has expenenoed fiom 
them, in tbe perfonnance of an arduous omce. 

X contemplation of the complete attainment (at a 
period earlier than could have been expected) of die 
object for which we contended, a^jainst so iormidabk » 
power, cannot but inspire us with astonidiroent and 
gratitude* The disadvantageous circumstances on onv 
part, under which the war was undertakeo, can never 
he forgotten. The signal interpositions of Provi> 
denoe, in our feehle condition, were such as could 
scarcely escape the attention oi the most unobserving : 
while the unparalleled perseverance of tbe armies of 
the United States, through aUiKMt every possible sufK>p> 
ing and discouragem^it, for the space of cig^t lof^ 
years, was little snoit of a staiiding miracle. 

It is not tlie meaning, nor within the compass of this 
Address, to detail the iiardships pectiiiariv incident to 
our service, or to dt scribe the aistresses whfeh in several 
instances Itave resulted fix>m tlie e.xtiemrs of huueer and 
nakedness, corabimd with tbe rigours of an Indement 
season : nor is it necessary to dwell on tbe dark aide of 
our pttst aflbirs. 

Everv American officer and s»kiier must now cooaole 
Jbimselr for atiy unpleasant ciranmitancfj which may 
kave oceured, %arecoIKcnonof the iincOi)>mon scenes 
in which he l»s hetn called to act no inglorious part, and 
the astoniihing events of which he has been a witness; 
events which have seldom if ever bt fore, taken jplace <m 
the stage of hiiinan action, nor can they probably ever 
happen again. For who has bffore seen a disciplined 
army furnitil at once from such raw materials ? Who 
^t was not a vtitness could imagine that the most vi(h 
Tt^t local prejudices would eease so soon, and that men 
vho cane wm tbe ^Si:g&at parts of tb^ wMiaieyti ' 
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iMlaglyll^aiedbf the hahitc of cdiMaitiontodetpiiB 
Mnd quarrd with each other, wouM inatamly heeone 
but ode mtriotic fauid of brotfacn ? Or who that wat 
not on the spot, can trace the stept hy wMdi such k 
wonderful cevolution has been effertcd, and such a g^ 
yioas period put to all oar warlike toils ? 

It is univernUy acknowledged, that the enlarged pn^ 
speetso happiness, opened by the oonfinnatioiB of our 
intependeflce and sovereignty, alnxM exceed the power 
of dincriptioo: and shall not the brave men who have con- 
tributed so essentially to these inestimable acquisition^ 
retiring victorious from the field of war to the fit-Id of 
agriculture, partieipate in all the blessings which hare 
been obtaiiied ! In such a republic, who will exclude 
them from the rights of citizens, and the fruits of their 
labours ? In sudn a country so hapinly circumstanced, 
the purstiitsof eommeree, and the cultivation of the sral, 
will unfold to industry the certain road to competence— 
To those hardy soMiers who are actuat«i by the spirit 
«f adventure, the fislieries will afibrd ampl^ and profita- 
ble employment: and the extensive and fertil'- regiont 
«f the West, will yieM a most happy asylum to those who, 
taoA of domestic enjoyment, are seeking jx rsonal inde* 
pendence. Nor is it possiUe to conceive that any one 
t>f the United States will prefer a national bankruptcy, 
and the dissolution of the union, to a compliance with 
the requisitions of Congress, and the payment of its just 
debu : so that the officers and soldiers may expect conw* 
derabfe assistance, in rbcommencing theu* civil occupa* 
tioos, from the sums due totibem fnun the public, which 
most and will most ineritably be paid. 

In onler to effect this desindile piurpose, and remove 
t)ieprejudic(>s which may have taken possessi<Hi of the 
miijds of any of the good people of the states, it is 
earnestly recommended to all the troops, that with 
strong attachment to the amon, they shpuld carry with 
them into ciril society, the ntost conciliating dispoaitioiu^ 
and that they should pruve thentselves not less virtuous 
and usclful as citizens, than they have been victorious 
as sotdiers* What though there should be some envious 
individuals, who are unwilling to pay the debt the pub- 
lic has contracted, 01^ to yield the tribute due to m<-ri<, 
yet, let such uawortliy tri^tment produce no invective, 
ar any instance of iutem^rate ttuiducL I^et it be re- 
membered, tliat the unbiassed voice of the free citizens 
of the United StateSi has promised the just ruward, and 
givctt tbe merited applause. I«t it be hoowv and re^ 
IT 2 •■ 
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aw mb ttedL lit Ac repma^m orttefttanli 

tslBhlkhedbey«adthe»ncfaofiiiftteviBkBaei aodkt • 
«onsabiuBe»of AeiritteiaeveBientsMd fiuttc^ atiUa^ 
cite the men who eonnoaedtbem tohaiioiirable«eti(NM, 
ttnder the penuatioo that the prifate virtuei of eeoaih 
my, nnidence and industry, vnU uoi be k» auMiltc im 
cini iif*,thaii the more nieniid quaKties of vakwr, pcr- 
aeveraooe, and entaipcize were in the field. 'Every oae 
nay rest assured tint mueh, very modi of the Attne 
happiness of the officers and men, will depesid upon the 
wise and manly conduct which dmll be adopted by them, 
v^ien diey are mMgkd widi the great body of the eom- 
mumty. And anbooi^ the General has so frequettthr 
Ci^nen It as his opinion, in the most Public and expU^ 
manner, that unless thie principletordie federal goren^ 
meat were pronerly si^porteo^ and the powers of the 
union encreasea, tbe honour, dignity, and justiee of the 
nation would be lost forever: yet he cannot help repeat- 
ing on this occaaon so intei^stiog ft sentiment, ant 
leaving it as his last injunction to every oOoer and every 
aoldier who may view the subject in the same serious 
point o: light, to add his best endeavours t» those of hit 
worthy feilow-eitizens, towards efTecting these gieat 
and valuable purposes, on which our very existenoe aa 
a nation so roatenaUy depends. 

The eonunander in chief oonceiveslittle is now want* 
ing to enaMe the atddier to change the military cluurae* 
ter into that of the ci^en ; but that steady, deoent to* 
no€ ot' behaviour, wtncb has generally distii^f«iished» 
not oK^ dto army uader hb immediate command, bm 
the different detadunents and armies through the eouz>e 
of the war. From their good sense and prudence he 
Anticipates the happiest eonseqoences ; and while he eo^ 
natulates them on the i^orious oceasiosi which renden 
Bieir servioea in the field no longer necessary, he wishes 
to express the stnmgoUigatioDs he feels himself imder 
for the assistance he has received from every dass, and 
in every instance. He pKeaents his thanks in the most 
serious and afl&ctiaDate manner, to the genera] oflken^ 
as well for their eooneils on manv intetesting oecasionsi 
as fiir their ardour in promoting the suooess « the pkmi 
be had adopted. To the cnminanrtants of regimetits aaA* 
corps, and todieodier officers for their zeal and atten- 
tion ha carrying his ovAers promptly into exeeutton— «b 
Ihe staff lor dieir dacrity and exactness in perfmminff 
the duties of their several departments; andtotheiioi»i 
musiiiioiiedflAleenaiidpnviMaoklien, for^iheires* 
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«*mdSn«y litienee $aA watSuiDg, u mil ts their in- 
ttm^ile fartitade in aetian. To the various braoclHS 
€f the amy, the Geneial tidus this last and solemn op> 
mgtmaitf of piolesniig hit inviolable attachment and 
fiieiKbliipir—lle wishes more than bare professions weve 
in hit Powi% that he was really aUe to be useful to 
fkem all in nitnre lif& He flatters himself, however, 
they wiU do him the jusdee to believe that whatever 
oonid widi iwo pr ieiy be attewfited by him, hat beea 



And being noar to eooohide Aeae Idt last puUie or- 
ders, to take Ut idfjwMite leave in a short time of the 
ndlitarydMnaeier,andtobidafiiud adien to the armiea 
be hat solonghad the hoooiir to command, be can only 
»tsm oAsr in their behalf, Us reeommendations to their 
gntefol cauntiy, and hit prayers to Ae God of armies* 
Kay ample iuttiee be done them here, and may the 
diaeett fldT-Beaiven't favours, both here and hereafler 
attend thoie, who under the divine au^ces, have secu- 
ved inamnerahle hlessingi fiar otben. with these 
vitbet, Mid this benedietion, die commander in chief b 
about toretirefrom terviceb The eurtainof seiuiiation 
will soon he drawn, and the military loeae to him will 
he closed fixevcr* 

THE ANSWER. 

WE the officers of part of the army remaininf on 
tte haidcs of the Hudson, nave received your Excel* 
leney^ seriow-and farewell Address to the armies of the 
United States* We beg you to accept our unfeigned 
di%nks lor the oommunication, and your afit^ctionafee 
atsuranees of inviolable attachments and friendship. If 
jCHir aCteinptt to ensure tolhe armies the iust, the pA^ 
jntsed rewudsp of their long, severe, and dangerous sev^ 
vices, have failed of success, we believe it has arisen 
from causes not in your Excellency *8 power to contronl. 
Widi extreme regret do we reflect on uie occasion which 
called for such endeavours* Bat while we thank your 
^eellency for these cxertioos in favour of the troops 

Sou have so successfully commandtd, we pray it may 
e believed, diat in this sentiment our own particular 
Interests have hat a secondary place ; and that even the 
ultimate ingratitude of the people (were that possible) 
could not shake the patriotism of those whosufttrby it. 
BtiU widi pleasing wonder luid gtttefia joy liiaU we totir 
a «l 
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template the glorious conclusion of our biboxm. To liult 
m<Tit in the rnvolutioD which, under the auspices of 
Heaven, the armies have dispbyed, posterity "vnJl do 
faistice ; and the sons will blttdi whose&then weredieic 
ftes. 

Most ffladly would we cast a veil on every act which 
aalUes trie reputation of our country— n^ver diould 
the page of history be stained vith diis aishonour->«ve9 
from our memories shiMild the idea be erased. "We te> 
inent the opposition to those salutary ineasiues which the 
■wisdom of the uniou has planned ; measures which alone 
can recover and fix on a permanent boas the credit of 
the state ; measures which are essential to the justice, the 
bononr, and interest of the nation. While she~was giving 
the ix>blest proofs of magnanimity, with cooscioos pride 
we saw her growing fame ; and. regardless of present 
•nflerings, we looked forwanl to tne end ot our t<^s and 
dan«;eis, to iMighter scenes in prospect. There we be* 
hekithe genius of our countrv dignified by sovereignty 
and independenoe, supportea by justice, and adorned 
with every liberal virtue. There we saw patient hus» 
bandry fearless extend her C4fltured fields, and animated 
commerce s|>read her sails ta everv wind. There we be> 
held fair science Hf\ her head, with all the arts attending 
in her train. There, blest with freedom, we saw the 
human mind expand ; and, throwing aside the restraints 
which confined it to the narrow bouuds of Country, it 
embraced the world. Such were our fond hopes, and 
with such delightful prospects did they present us. Nor 
are we disaupoiuteo. lliose animating prospects ase 
BOW changed, and changing to realities ; and actively to 
have oontributed to their production is our pride, our 
Sloryrf— But justice al<Hie can |;ive ihem stability, ta 
that justice we still belie\'e. Sail we hope that the pre* 
jiidices uf the misinformed will be removed, and the 
arts of false and selfish popularity, addressed to the feet^ 
ings of avarice, defeated: or, in the worst event, the 
world, we hope, will make the just distinction : we trust 
tiie disingenuousness of a few will not sully the repu- 
tation, the honour, and dignity, ^ the great and respefr 
table majority of the states. 

We are happy in the opportunity, just presented of 
congratulating your Excellency on the certain cau<d» 
sion uf the defensive trtaty of peace. Relieved at Icngdi 
from loi^ suspense, oiu: warmest wish is to return to 
the bosom of our country, to resume. the character of 
cicizdw i wd ii will he our bis^Kit tadtiUiOD to becone 



mefa} ones* To yoar Excellency this gnat event mnft 
lie pecutUrly.pleasuig : for whife at the bead of her ar> 
tnies, urged by patriotic virtues and magnammity, yon 
persevered, under the pressure of every posnMe ditft- 
culty and discouragement, in the pursuit of the great 
objects of the war-Hbe freedom and safety of jxMir 
-country ^-'your heart panted for the tranquil enjoyments 
of peace. We cordially rejoice with yon that the p^ 
rioa of indulging ijiem lias arrived so soon. In eonteni* 
jiteting the blessings of liberty and independence, the 
rich prize of eight years hard adventure, past sniferingi 
will be forgotten ; or if\,fenienibercd, tbr recoUt^tioa 
will serve to heighten the relish of present happiness* 
We sincerely pray God this happiness nay long be 
your's ; and that when you quit the stage of human life,, 
you may receive from the unerring Junge, the rewards 
of valour exerted to save the oppressed, <^ patxiotisB, 
and disinterested virtue* 



INAUGURAL SPEECH 

Of Pnndent Wcuhingtm to Cmgrett* 

April 30, 1789. 
FtUmo-citixtna vfthe Senate, 
mad 0f the House of Rejiretentattoes, 

AMONG the vicissitudes incident to life, no 
event oould have iiUed me with greater anxieties, thtti 
tbat on which the notification was transmitted by youc 
order, and received on the i4th day of the present 
monta. On the one hand I was summoned oy my 
country, whose voice I can never hear but with vene* 
ration and love, from a retreat which I had chosen 
with ^ fondest predileetioii, and in my flattering 
hopes, with an immutable decision, as the assylum of 
niy declining years ; a retreat which was retidcred 
everv day more necessary as well as more dear to me^ 
by we addition of habit to inclination, and of frequent 
interruptions in my health tu the gradual waste com> 
tnitted on it by tiiue.r— On the other hand, the magni- 
tude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice of 
my country called me, bong sufficient to awaken in 
tbe wisest uid mo^t experienced of her citizens, a dis- 
trustful scrutiny into hit qualifications,, could oot but 
o^-erwhelm with despondence, one, who, inheriting in- 
ferior endowments from nuuxe, and nnpmeUxd in ^ 
F4 
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duties of dvS ftdministrntioo oQght to be peeoEttly 
coMcioiu of his own defioeaeies. In tiiis conflict or 
cmotioni, all I dare aver, is, that it has been my faidi- 
ful study to collect ray duty from a just appreciatiiNi 
t£ emy ciscmnitanoe by which it noigbt ne tSSettaim 
AH I dare hope, it, that if in eseeuting this task, I 
liave been too much swayed by a mtefol remenv 
bcanoe of ibrmer imtanees, or bv ao afiettionate^ensi^ 
•bility to this tnuncemUuit proof of the eoirfidenoe of 
my fHlow-citizens; and have theme too little eoosoiteii 
cny incapacity as well as disineUnatiQn, for the weicfatr 
end untried cares befiire me ; my error will be palbatea 
Iqr the motives wbidi misled me, and its eonsequeneet 
be judged by my country; widi some share of the j|av> 
liality ui which they originated. 

Such being the unnressionv under wfaidi I hare^^ 
obedience to the pubbc summons, repaired to the u^ 
sent Btatiou ; it would be peculiarly impr^er to omit Ja^ 
this first official act, my fervent snpphcatioas to that Afr 
miriity Being who rules over the universe : who preiides 
in the councils of nations, and whose proridential aids 
can supply every human defect, that his oenedbtioii may 
coiuecraie to the Uberties and happiness of the peopw 
of the United States, a government instituted by thent- 
aelves for these essential purposes ; and may enahte 
every instrument emploved in its administcatioo, to 
execute with success, toe functions allotted to his ehwgt^ 
In tendering this homage to the great auibar of every 
imblic and private good, 1 assure myself that it c» 
ipresses your sentiments not less than mv own; for Aosa 
of mv feOow^tizeni at lufs^ less than either. Ifo 
peopn can be bound to acknowleibge and adore tbelnv^ 
«ihle biuidf.which conducts the amurs, of men, mart 
than the people of the United States. £very sli» by 
which they nave advanced to the character of an wde* 
pendent nation, seems to have been distinniiahed by 
flome token of providential a^iency. And in tme impor* 
tant revolution just aocomphsheo in the system of tne^ 
tmited government, the tranquil deliberation, and v<^ 
Inntary consent of so many distinct dMnmunities^ frooi 
which the event has resulted, cannot be compared with 
the means by which most goveniments have been es(n> 
hUshed, without some return of pious gntitnde akms 
with an humble anticipatiini of future oleningB whidS 
the past seem to pre«^;eb These reflectiimi arising.om 
of the present crisis, have forced themselves too stniQgiy 
on my miiid to be supj^cenedi Yon watt join with n% 
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I tnat, in iSifiddng that there are none under ibe i» 
fluenoe of whieh, the procee^gs of a new and firee 
gDveranient can Tnoreaaspicioinly oommenoe. 

By die artkle establishing the execudve departmeDt, 

it i» made the duty of the neddent to " reoominend to 

jmir consideration, such raeasaros u he shisdl judge ne- 

«essarf and e^^pedient*" The circanutances under 

-which I now meet too, will acquir me from entering 

Into that subject, farther than to refer to the great con- 

Btitntional charter dnder wbllsh you are assembled, and 

which, in defining your powers, designates the objects 

to whidi yonr attention is to be g^ven. It will be more 

contistavt with those eiixamstances, and fkr more eon* 

genial with the feetings which actuate me, to substitute, 

Si place of s recommendation of particular measures, 

the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and 

1^ patriotism whidi adorn the characters selected to 

devise and adopt them. In those honourable qualiflca* 

tioiif, I behold the surest pledges, that as on one side no 

local prtyndict^s, or attachments— no separate views^ no 

party animosities, will misdii'ect the comprehensive and 

equal eye which oii^ht to watch o\'er this great assem- 

Us^ dt communities and interests ; so, on the oUier, 

that the foundations of our national policy will be baa 

in the pure and immutable principles of private mo* 

rality ! and the prfeimnenee oi free government, be 

exemplified by all the attributes which can wia the a& 

factions of its citizens, and command the respect of the 

world— I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction 

which an ardent love or my country can inspire. Since 

there is no truth more thoroughly established, than that 

there exists in the economy and course of nature, an 

indissoluble imion between virtue and happiness ; be* 

tween duty and advantage, between genuine maxims of 

in honest and magnanimous policy ,ti3ad the solid rewards 

of public prosperity and frlicity. Since we ought to 

be no less persuaded that tlie propitious smiles ot He»> 

Ten, can never be expected oti a nation that disregards 

the eternal rules of octler and right, which Heaven itself 

has ordained. And since the preservation of the sacred 

fire uf liberty, and the destiny of tlie reuubiican model 

<^ government, are justly considered as aet ply, pt-rbaps 

as finally staked on the exj>eriment entrusted to the 

hands OI the American people. 

Besides the ordinary objt-cts submitted to your car^ 
It will remain with your judgment to decide, bow far 
Vk exercise of the occasional power delegated by the 
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fifth utkle flf the comtitotioD b reodered esyadkntac 
the pvescDt jancture by the nature of ebietts wluch 
have Deen areed andnst the i^ttera, or by toe degT<ee«f 
inquietude which has given biith to them. 

Instead of QudertakiDK particubr reeonunendatifQiii 
00 this subject, in which I could be niided by no hghts 
derived from ofllcial opportunities, 1 shall again give 
way to my entire confidaice in your diaoenuuent and 
pin:suit of the public good. 

For I assure myself, that whilst you carefully avoid 
every alteration which might endanger the benefits of 
ma united and efiective government, or which onglil to 
await tiie future Iessont)f ex*ierienGe ; a re^-erenoe for 
the characteristic rights of free men, and a regard far 
the public harmony, will sufficiently influence your d^ 
ftberations on the question how far the fbrmer can be 
more impregnably fortified, or the latter be safely anA 
sdvantageously promoted. 

To tnie preceding observatians I hare one to 4idiL 
v^hich will be most pi^operly addressed to the House of 
Kefwesentatives, it concerns myself, and will therefore 
be as brief as possible* 

When I was first honoured with a call into the leiw 
vice of my country, then on the eve of an arduous struf^ 
S^'for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated 
my duty reqvKred that I should renounce every pecuni- 
ar}' oompensaiion. From this resolution 1 hare in no 
instance dt^aated. And being still under the im]nre^ 
nam which mt.oduced it, I must decline as inapplicable 
•D mysdf, any share in the personal emolmnents, whidi 
nay he indisjiensibly concIiMfd in a permanent provi- 
nou fm the executive department ; and must accord^ 
iogly pray, that the pecuniary estimates for the station 
in whidi I am placed, may during my continuance in 
« it, be limited to such actual expenditures a« tiie pubUa 
0ood may be thought to require. 

Having thus im(«urted to you my sentiments, asth^ 
tiave be^ awakoied by the occasion which hrings us 
together— I shall take my present leave ; but not ^Nrith- 
-ont resorting once more to the benign parent of the hu- 
^ man race, in humble supplication, that since be hM 
keen i^eased to favour the American people with op* 
^ortQBies fordeJiberating in pofect traruiuility, ant 
dispositions for deciding with unparallelea unan^nuty 
tm a foim of govenunent, for the security of their 
union, and the advanoeaient of their happiness; so his 
^BBnns may be equally oonspicuoas in the enlarB«d 



%i«Wi^ ^ttrnpofnie eouQittttioiM, and die wise ntir 
«iii« oo -iriiidi tbe weeen of UiM SOTOnmcnt maitc\r 



LSTTER,' 

JVsm )& esft^enef Geot^e WadiinstaB, to f Ae iVtfi^ 
dM ^tAe l/nffflGf Stately m accepting thetMmntment cf 
evnanBUkr in chief tf the arrmu of the United States^ 

Mount Vernon, July t^lt9B» 

IHAD the Iionaar ontbe eveninfltof tlie IHb 
instant, to receive from the hand of d^ secretary of 
war, yoar favour of the TUi, announcing that you had| 
^vidi the advioe and ooment of the Senate appointed 
ne ^Lieacpnant^general and Commander m Chief o£ 
•H the armies raised or to be raised for the service of the 
United States." 

I cannot exprtss how greatly aiieeted I am at fiiis new 
proof of pabjie confidence, and the highly flattering 
manner in wfaMh you have been pleastd to make ths 
eonmnmieation ; at the same time I must not conceal 
from you my earnest wish, that the dioioe had fallen 
t^on a xotai less declined in years, and better qualifieii 
to encounter the usnal vicissitudes of war* 

Tou know, Sir, what calcukition I had made relative 
to thfc probable course of events, on my retiring; fraoh 
oflke, and tlte determination I had consoled mjrsdf 
vAihf of closing the remnant of my days in ray present 
poieefUl abode : :rou will thexefore be at a loss to con» 
eeive axtd appreeiate the sensations I must have expe» 
rieneed, to bring my mind to anv conclusion dtat would 
l^ge me, at so late a period 01 life, to leave scenes I 
sincerely love, to enter upon the boundless field of pnbr ' 
lie action, incessant trouble, and high responnbility. 

It was not possible for me to remain ignorant dT, or 
indiffrent to, reoent tnnsaetionsk The conduct of the 
Directory of France towards our coantry ; tJieir insidious 
hostility to its government} their varwus practtoes to 
Withdraw the afieetions of the people from it ; the evi- 
dent tendency of their acts and those of their agents to 
countenance and invieoratc opposition $ their disregard 
of solemn treaties and the laws of nations ; their war 
Upon ouf defentelest cottuiieircci thck trctttbcnt of 



mr minittm of peace ; and thdr demtnds amoaotiog 
t/b tribute, could not fail to exdte in me corresponding 
sentiments with these mxcouotrymai have ao g^sMiaUy 
expressed in their affecdonate addresses to ywu B^ 
lieve me. Sir, no one can more cordially approve of your 
admioistrationrf— lliey'ougfat to inspire universal eoi>> 
fidenoe, and will, no doubt, combined ^ith the state of 
thini^, call from Conness such laws and roean» as will 
enable you to meet ibe full force and ^teut of the 
crisis. 

Satisfied, theiefore, that you have sincerely withed 
and endeavoured to avert war, and exhausted, to the 
last drop, the cup of reconciliation, we can with pure 
hearts appeal to Heaven for the justice of our cause ; 
and may confidently trust the fiiuii result to tliat kind 
ProvideDoe who bas^oetofore, and so often^singularty 
Avouied the people of tlieae Unitrd States. 

Thinking in this (manner, aiid feeling how incnro- 
bent it is upon every peraon of every descnptioa, toeon- 
tribute at all times to his eountry^s welfan*, and vsp^ 
cially in a moment like the' present, when every thins 
nve hoM dear and sacred is so seriously threateoed ; I 
liave finally determined to accept the commission of 
commander in chief 0( theannles of the United State*; 
with the reserve onlj^, that I sliaii not -be called into the 
i»d tmty the army is in a situation to require my pre* 
pence, or it becomes indispensible by thie iiigene> of 
circumstances. 

In making this reservation. I beg it ;to bo imdeiatood, 
that I do mt mean to withbokl any assistance to ai^ 
fange and wpuiize the army, which you may think 1 
can afllbrd. I take the liberty also to mention, that I 
must decline havii^ m^ acceptance coosidered as diav^ 
ing alter it any immediata diarge upon tlie public ; or 
that I can receive any emoluments (annexea to the ap> 
yointment, before entering into a situatioQ to incur ex- 
pense. 

The Secretary of War being anxious to return to the 
•eat of .government. I have detained him no kmger than 
uas necessary to a lull communication upon the aeveml 
points he had in charge* 

I have Uk imioiir t« be, &c. &e. 

Q. WASiilNQUDN. 



^ 
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HOMAGE 



Offered to the tnemoru cf Wasbinstan fy the SdHety f 
FeliJC MegitUy at Mnsterdam, in HMandy March 2^ 
1800. 

** AMIDST the iMnuiee in Europe, paid to the in«* 
monr of the iUustrioos muhin^on^thM. by the wciety. 
known by llie fuiineof FeUx MeriUs (an asaociation or 
friends to the art* and aeiences, established in this city) 
iMlda a distinguiflKd nnk*** llie fyUowlnx are toe 
most pronainent traits : 

Od ¥Viday, the 2ad of March) diis respectable society, 
paid its tribate of renect to we numes oi that ren(;i» 
Die OMB, by ft funeral cereii»»ia), aeeompanied with 
tile iBOtft expresare emblemsof reimect and affliction. 

At Uie bottom of the hail slooa a tomb in tbt* fom 
of an obeliAf vrith the bust of WoMfigt^ on one side 
the emblem of the society enmned Mm with laurels ; on 
the opporite,.the gipnius of humanity in tears, bewail- 
ing his Ion ; in mmt of the monument was seen the 
following inscription: *' Thii gtciety honour* the rneritt 
^^0 great a man, whoae death hummutu depiwt»^ 

Themajesde oeremony commenced by a ditoo«irsede* 

livered by Mr. L Kinder, a celebrated advocate of this 

oity, introductOTy to the funeral cemnonial ; this was 

Ibuowed by a solenm hyaan, composed by R. I. Uilen* 

hnek, and set to plaintive music, adapted to the melan- 

*choly occasion, by Mr. B. Ru}ofK-~after whidb Mr. Kkb 

her pronounced an eleey, replete with sentiments worthy 

«r tte subject, and with that eloquent sennbility that dia 

ecpal hoDoor to the hero and legiriatw, the object thei^ 

01, and to its learned author* All the Americans pre- 

sent in the city attended on the occasion, lliec^^. 

monUd terminated by an analogous discourse, delivtstod 

by Mr. Bourne, eootul general of the United S(ates of 

Aaeiiea, in the following tenns :— 

CidaEeu of the American nation present, it is with 
emotioDs of the most lively sensibility, that I have been 
witness to the distinguiihed marks ra homage that this 
respectable society rave naid the great, the- illustrious 
IFotAif^on, the model of patriotism, the father of his 
couDtry, and tht^ ornament of his age. If America 
ilonecanboasiof having given Inrth to Mni, other u»> 
tiflBiaiejcalotuof thefW«f icudtsing to him the 
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mlogSiiDidae tohk genius and taleou. and t»niiii|^ 
tiirir legrett with tfaoie of a gniteful people, who k» 
alKetiiidy taineDiihvdefMli^ Syi^ testimoii^ 
■peak toe unfeigned language of ibe lieart— the imp 
noqueAoe of llie mniI* - - 

Sueb k the noble triumph of virtne, and the fweet v» 
ward of a life devoted to the bai^ineK of mankind— 
Such is the eflfeot of that mond eleetridty, that it u» 
HMte* every lUiecal and enligfateBed iBind, and Kive» new 
fiiKe to the hondi of social onler, uniting, bjr aprinei* 
»feoffniiernalsyniMihy, na<io>M> that oeeans wonld 
in vain divide* Thu solemn and au«Mt eeremony i<fr 
calls to mind a series of evenu that will be dear tothe 
dtixens of the United States— they will see in it, a new 
andinccRsting loken of fiicndshlp on the Murt of the 
fiatavian natioa, whioh can never be effiiced as long as 
^e name of ^^AtfUrtM shall be rememberedin Ame* 
xka, and the eetet drUs ofaameter adaaiied intbe world 
—And when the weeiring cvpnis diat oveMhades his. 
venerable manes shall be reduced to dost, and when not 
ft single vesisge dudl renamof the proud niftrfale that 
now ornaments his tomtL he will still live ia the afleo 
tions of a generous ana gtatef ul pecnde, and bis me- 
mory will be cherished by etery fricaMto freedom and 
virtue. 

Penetrated by yonr atlentioB on the oeeanan, as me* 
moniUe in the ttmals of history, as afflietinff to huV 
manity, I offbr yon, in the miraeu my feUow<«itizeiis, 
tiie tribute of our gntteful aoknowledgemnit and most 
irdcm wishes for your hflnnness—May the terminatioa 
of the eif^Meoitheentiiry, so fertile in important events- 
at onee give peaoe te Burope, chise the wounds of a 
long and destructive war* and again open tothe Beta* 
▼itfn nation those fruitful sooiees of eommeree and 
general prasperity, which in the hands of an inteOi* 
^Bot, iadustnoQS and mood people^ exceed all cal0il» 
tion* 



CHARACTER. 

The fMouting degatiOu dramt c ha raOef tf Oenrnd 
Wftshingfon, mufiubtishedin LmktmfJiatu 24, ISOO* 

THE inelanoholy accoofit of the death of Oenend 
n^iuhtngtrntt was broti^ by a violel mn Bftltkngivi 
^»tiiohhMAniif«ieffJDov«» . 






fwr« Tbe beiglK of bii penoa wu alioiit five feet 
dercB; Ins ekett ftiU; and fau limbi, though nitbcv 
.dksBderfWeHahMedandnMiaeolttr. Hi*headvastniaUff 
inUFhich refpectlKRt^Bbled the roakeof agreatnuni- 
ber of iris cooBlryiiMii. His ey«t iiv«iie of a liidit grey 
eohmr ; and, to pRiportla»to tlie length of his faee, hit 
nose was ioii^. Mib Stewart, the eraineotportaatpttD* 
ten used to say, there were Matures in his fiice totally 
fimeRBt from triiatbebad ever observed in that of «ny 
Mher bttman being ; the sadteu of the eyes, for in* 
stance, were lai^ier than what he ever met with before, 
Md the npper part of his nose broader^— AU bis fea^ 
tures, he observed, were uidieative of the stzoogest 
jassMm; yet, Uke Soerates, his jodgmost and great" 
adf-ooDimand havealways niMlei^ >ppear a man of a 
difl^rentcastindieeycsofthe worid* Healwayswoke 
widi great diffideMe, and sometinies hesitated tor a 
word ; bat it was always to find one particolaxly well 
adapted to hismeaninr. His bu^fuage was mamy and 
Aprtfssive* At levee, bis discourse with strangers turn- 
ed prine^pally upon the sobject <tf America ; and if they 
baa been ihroupb any reraarkaUe pbioes, his converaa- 
tion was five and particiriarly interestin|;, for be was 
intimately acquainted with every part of the oouoUy. 
H& was nMMhnwre open and free m bis behaviour at 
lefce Hum in private, and in the eooipany of ladies itiH 
more so than when tolely with men. 

Few persons everfiwnd themseh«s for tbe first time 
itt^ptesoiee of General fl'laskingUnl^ without beii^ 
inqNKSicd with a certain degree of veneration and awe) 
nor did those ematioassobside on a alosar acquaiutanee ; 
an the contrary, his person and depcvtment were such 
as rather tended to af^^ment them, llwfatad service he 
had seen, the imoortant and laborious offices he had 
fined, gave a Xind of austerity to bis eomtenaDcey 
and a reserve to his manners : yet he was the kindest 
husband, the most humane master, the steadiest friend. 

Tbe whole range of bistary does not present ta our 
view a character upon which we oan dwell widi such eo> 
tire and unmixed admimtion. TheknglifeofOeneial 
H^fttngUm is not stabied bv a single Uot. He was 
indeed a manof sudrrare endowmaits^ and auch Ibrtu- 
QBte temperament, that evary action be performed was 
eanaUy exempttd from the charge of viae or weakness^- 
whatever he said or did, or wrote, was stamped with a 
' jpoeuliar profdi^* Hit qvalitaMwereio 
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hflppify bknded, fend so nicely harmonised, that the n- 
solt was a great and perfect whole. The powers of in* 
nrind, andthe dispositions of his heart, were admira* 
Uy suited to each other. It was the onion of the inost 
consummate prudence with the most perfect moderation. 
IJis views, though large and hheral, were never exti«r 
>«gant : his virtues, tfaou^ comprehensive and benefi- 
cent, were dtscrirednating, judicious and practical. 

Yet hu character, though regular ana uniform, pos- 
sessed nmie of the littleness which may sometimes be- 
long to these descriptions of men. It formed a majestic 
pile, theeffectof which was not impaired, but impro\'ed 
by Mder and symmetry. There was notlnng in it to 
dazzle by wiMness, and surprise by eccentricity. It wa» 
of a higher siiecies of moral beauty. It contained everV 
thing great and elevated, but it had no false and tinsd 
ornament. It was not the model cried bv the fashion 
and circumstance : its excellence was aaapted to the 
true and just moral taste, incapable of charge from the 
varying accidents of manners, of opinions aikl times.— 
General Wasfungton is not the idol of a day, but the 

beroofages! .:..-.. 

Placed in circumstances of the most trying difficulty 
at the commencement of the American contest, oe 
accepted that situation which was pre-eminent in danger 
and responsihiUty. ttis perseveraiuse overcame every 
obstacle ; his moderation conciliated every opposition ; ' 
hif genius supplied every resource ; his enlarged view 
flould plan, revise, and improve every branch of civil and 
military operation. He had the superior courage whidi 
can act or forbear to act, as true poKcv dictates, care- 
less of the repi*oaches of ignorance ^ther in po\v(* or 
out of power. Bk; knew how to conquer by waiting, in 
spite of obloquy, for the moment of victory; ai» he 
nerited true praise by despising undeserved censure. In 
the most arduous .moments of the contest, his prudent 
firmness proved the salvation of the cause which he 
9upportc(L 

Ifia conduct was, on all occasdons, guided by the most 
pure disinterestedness. Far superior to Idw and grovel- 
vag motives, his seemed even to be uninfluenced by that 
ambition, wliich has justly been called the instinct of 
^ great souls. He acted ever as if his country'^ welfare, 
and that alone, was the moviu? spring. His excellent 
mind needed not even the stimulus of ambition, or the 
prospect of fame. Glory was but a secomlaiy cousidei^ 
atiojb He pesformed great aation, he pei'seYercd in a 



«f ttborioai iMilitsr, with an eqawinitf ite 
rnngktdisd]ietaQn,Borwa(kflattCKdb]r it. Hii 
rewaid was in the oonscioiiflKss of hi* mm fWHitiidg, 
and in the weeew of hif Mtrintie eftirci. 

As hii elevation to the ddef power WM the taihiBwei 
dtaiee of his coiinttyinen, hUc aer c iie of it wasagraea- 
hle to tibe purity or its ori^. Am he had neither 
«olieited nor usurped d canii M — , he had neirtier to ooi> 
tend with the oopositiaii of rivals, nor the revenge of 
enemies. As hw aothority was oadispaled, so it requifi 
ad no jealous precautions, no vigonws severity* Ifit 
jMvemment was mild and feotle; it washenefieeataad 
fibend; it was wise and just. Ifis pradentadmiaistnK 
tion eonsoiidated and enlaiised the dobinionc^att infimt 
a^ablie. In voluntarily resigninfftemagistiacywlndk 
he bad fiDed with soeh disdi^oishedhanoiBr, heeiuoyed 
the nnequaHed satisfaetion of leaving to the state he 
had eontributed to establish, the froitB of his wisdoa 
and tile example of his virtues. 

It is some consolation, amidst the vielenee of amU* 
lion and the criminal tUnt of power, of whidi to many 
iiwtTff?*'*^ occur around xu, to find a cfaamcter whom 
St is hooourabie to admire, and virtuous to imitate. A 
eonooevar, fet the freedom of his counti^ ! A legisfai> 
torlor itt security i A magistrate, for its happiness! 
Rb riori^ were never sullied by those excesses into 
whicb the highest quaKties are apt to degenerate. With 
die greatest virtues he was exempt ftom the oorrespond- 
ii^ vioes. He was a man in whom die elements were 
so mixed that ** Nature might have stood up to all the 
wcKld* and owned him as her worib His ftfne^boonded 
hy no oountry, viill he eoafined to no ager Th( di^ 
acterof Oeneial Wtuhtnge^ whieh hn cotempocariea 
legretaod admire, vviH be transraitied to posterity ; and 
the memory of ins rirtuet, v^ile patriotism and virtue 
•lehdd acted amaog men, will remain undUniniihed* 



rORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. 

J^ the Marque* ChaiteUeuXj on his introduction to CenC' 
ltd Wadnngion, at bit head quarttn in the revohiUonf 
my War, 

IT is not my intention to esagnerate $ X wish onlv 
to expren die impression General Wtuhing^ has left- 
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not be Ae product of enthaoasm, whicb ni£her wvM 
reject it, since the efibaof proportiaDis to dimiidahthe 
idea of greatneu. 

Brave without temerityr'I&^noua without ambitiQii 
— geoeroas without pradigality-HDoble without pride— 
virtuoQt without aeveiity*-he seema always to have co» 
fined himself ^thin tlwae limits, ^fibem the virtues, by 
cloUung themsdves in more lively, but more change* 
able am doubtful colours, may bemiftakntforfauIts^- 
This ia tibe Kveoth year that he has commanded the army 
and that heliaa obeved the Congress. More need not be 
and, especially in Amcrica,wbaie the^ know how to ap- 
preciate aU tlie merit ooutained in this simple act« Let 
It be repeated that Conde was intnpid, Turenne pru- 
dent, Eusene adroit, and Catinet disintere^ed. It is 
not thus that Wdihington will be chai-acteristd. It will 
be said of lUm, at the end of a long civi war, he had a» 
thimi^ with which he could reproach hiiiis. If. If any diing 
csm be more marvellous than such a character, it is the 
onanimity of the public suffrages in his favour. Sol* 
dier, ma^rate, people, all love and ^iiire htm ; all 

K:ak or him in terms of tenderness and veneiatioa* 
es there then exist a virtue capable of ivirtmning the 
injustice of luankiixl ; or, are giory and happiness too 
recently established in Ainejrica, fox envy to imve deign* 
•ed to pass the seas ? 

In speaking of this perfect whole, of which Geneial 
Washitmton furnishes the idea, 1 have not excluded ex- 
terior rorm. His stature is noble and lofty ; he is wdl 
made and exactly proportiwied ; his physiognomy nriid 
and agn«able, but such as renders itimpossmle to speak 
particularly <n any of his featiires, so that in quitting 
him, you have only the recolk'Ction of a fine lacck He 
has neither a grave nor a familiar air ; his brow is some* 
times marked with thought, but ikever with inquietude^ 
Inspiring respect, he inspires confideocei and ois sunk 
is always the smile of benevolence* 

EXTRACT. 

An extract from a periodical ptAHcation. tntUkd tic 
" MitceUartut,^ written in Dublin^ by'JK. P» Cory, 

ABOVE the cruel views of a conqueror, who, ae* 
toated by the lust of fame, shutt his ears to the suppliea* 

tiflotgfpiety, and hanteuDghuJKSAfwyiewwkfif 
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'deVBsCatiqn, tran to establidi a slunuv iirfaiin', hf the 
destructioD of his feHow-cmturea, on me imoking niins 
of desolated kingdoms, the great fVashmgtwt loo^t to 
hefriend and save mankind, in defence of whatever is 
most dear to the genoous breast of enlightened patzlo- 
tism. DistinnilaDed,' in an eminent degree, fw the grert 
qualities of toe Maeedonian and Swedish heroes, yet 
nnsulGed by the savage cnieltv and intemperance of the 
one, or mad ambition and dMlinacy (^ the other, he 
possessed the tare gift of uniting all tne sublime talents 
requisite in the founder of a mighty empire, with the 
polished refinements of civilized societ)-, and the softest 
reeliB|;s of humanity. A stranger to profusion, yet gen- 
eroos in every instance where libenLty was a viitne ; 
duriug the late troubles, his fonune was employed in 
*'<uccourine merit, vewaiding braver}', promoting diser- 
pline in the soldiery, and subonUnation to the new esta* 
Bfished govemoient. in the citizens. At a tinie when 
the calamities incident to a state of civil warfare lell 
heavy on all ranks, but principally on the middle class 
of his coontr}'men, hia^ beneficence, which seemed to 
shun the public eve, wonkl in all probability be lost in ^ 
•bUvion, but fur the voice of thoK whom he freed from 
the accumulated miseries of famine, sickness, and im- 
mrisouDient. Many of his good deeds are passed over ' 
D> the writers of his time, aniidst the striking details of 
battles, of sieges, and mihtary manoeuvres, with whidi 
the general curiosity is oAen more pleased, than with 
Ae less glaring portmit of private virtue. Bora with 
rinlities to unite the pairing iillerests of a number of 
states, and be the leader of a tu'ave and iojuKd ptople. 
nature has not beo) l(»s favouhabie to him in corporal 
than in mental endowments. His person is majestic 
and striking, his physiognomy is prtypossessing, and 
strongly expressive of the noUe qualities of his soul : 
.the dig^ty o\ his appearance inspires an awe, whidi 
keeps the unacc|uainted beholder at a respe<^ul dis* 
tanee^ until the easy politeness of his manner, formed 
to gain the afiections without artifice, and the modest 
Ihwkness of bis conversation, fraught with Judicious 
rdlexious, founded on a thorough knowledge of huiuan 
nature, insensibly banish the coklness of itrserve. anl j 

induce the philosopher, the soJdier, mA poUdiea gen. 
tlcinan, to quit his company « ith regret, fillt^i witli sea. | 

timmts OS esithusiastic r»'ereuce and admiration. | 

Having pursued the blessings of peace through the I 

hBnocafiCwW|beiQi«eilaBCttIoKittm<Wkhi3Wi)ducr» \ 
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llmmilieinimliiof MsomSei; mA, tm ^nSm^f 
BritMb tsmnny* fiNioded <lie immortid fabile «f bji 
eonatry^ indqwindenoe ; ksiniBf this salutary mooidaii 
to all roSag powen, never in ne eniltii^ moment «f 
oatMiial ptosperity, to ibree an injmed people Ihaa ib^ 
anegiaiMe,byforeiettiiigthat tlienraleetion oftfae eoa- 
BMimty was die primary eauae ofthe dectioii of ladiTi- 
doalf to tbe delegated loeptre or rai^einr. Thefiitalei^ 
ibots whidi England bas jmiiy fm oom her o«n£» 



graoefttl and opyretii ve adiane tapnnat Amcriw» ahowH 
•erve'Sh a cannon to prevent au atatesmen Iran pi^ 
anine die narrow ]{oliey and bate pmpoiet of yfiliend 
fiction: it ihoold imtruct them never to aaetffiae Ae 
interestt of one body of nbjeets to the nniuit anHtt* 
dizement of another ; but equalfy to extena tfie nen^ 
flta of a wiie and ^ ^ olewma keislatiQn to all puti «f 
the raapire ; as a eantiary conduet will inoittbly «e> 
tarn the bkm aimed at the rights of soeietyv intembld 
juin, on the guiltv opn^ioti, by weakemne the ftaia 
with jeakunes and csvO di siuiU flSM, which wifl lane it 
an easy prey to a foreign enemy, orinseui ib ly dlwnwH» 
her and nnsilly subvert the estanbshed govenraeiiti 

Having equalled tiw greatest heroes of anti^oity in 
S^lory, Hat ilinstrioiM Wiaftington sorpassed them in vii^ 
toe and exemplary modenRion; winn Ut f^owHdi* 
dkrs laid aside the tmatd to add lustre to the arta-lo 
cultivate their native fields, and to anidt the Uatied 
States, by a beneficial eomnieree-wfaen the dUildleii 
fiuher, the lone orphan, and the widowed mourner, 
restored to the bamm of peace, and the bleaainKi ar 
plenty, fotgot their sorniwB, and ceased to weto over the 
manes ot' their slan^itered rdationa-^lie Amerieoi 
hero reamrned his eomraand ; he refiised die libend i» 
wards offered him by hisgtatefUl country ; he wm eaa> 
tented with the just approbation of a virtnous oon* 
■eience, and quitting the splendid honours of a pnUi* 
life, he redred to the station of a private citizesi* 

In whatever light we view the character olt ddf 
truly great man, we are stmtk with fi«sb cause ibr ea^ 
teem and admiration ; we every moment disoofvar new 
and shining traits of humanitv, of wisdom, md diiinti^ 
rested heroism: we see uniteo in him die distiiiguiiriMd 
virtoes of a good cidzen, md experienced enmal, an 
upright senator, and a wise politician ; we behold hia 
rising superior to every mean oonsidenitian of self love^ 
bazarduig his fortune in the cause of ftvedoro, cbeei^ 
fiillr rahaitiaBf (obiaftliaiMWHrfiabt^iBd*qiviagw 



tortBiiif nt dMii, to whkk he wwiii iMvSiriily bMve 
iBoiaStaifiM had Britain triumf>lKd io thecooteiti 
me befaoU bim rurnufaing an example the nun 
0aAaim to the world, the Bum ammatin^ to die 
•■tiflm -wUeh yef groan beneath the arm of op» 
■naaiiii, 'an , example tiie most intetesiiag to hinoao* 
*iig^ and capable «f iaenring the jmhied arm of age, or 
ent^0i cowardiee it«el;'; we behold him like another 
AaroD, the sacred delegate from Heaven, leading to ikg 
fielda brave but ill appointed and new raiaed anny» to 
esDtend with the abkst generals and best disc^tined 
tnom af die mightiest empire in the tmivene ; we be* 
heu him often witbo«it money, and ill supplied with 
proviaao*, braving the aecumidated severities of an 
Ametiem winten campaign, inuring bis soUiers to 
fi^goe. Mid tnuniog them by Ae practice ot' military 
Vfomiom, to det^t the attacks of a powerfol enemy ; 
wa view him stcdfostiy pursuing the great line ot conduct 
wfaiK^ he Ind marked out at the amimencement of hot* 
tilides^ mitigating the calamities of war, preventiac the 
effcndoD <yf human bhnd, wasting the torces of his aA> 
TCnaries, tiring out the Briti^ nation by avoidio^ a de» 
dsive actioit ; and finally triumphing over every o&tade 
whidi seemed insimnountaUy to oppose theprogvessof 
ldsarms,«ndtheiyeedomof hiscoumtrv. Theradiand 
mthbdung, who estimate a commander by die multi- 
tudea whom be has destnyed, b^ the cities which he 
has laeked, and the provinces which he has deaolatedL 
aunr choose some ferocioiis conqneier for the idol ^ 
dkeir reverence. The phifauafthropist. who laments the 
miseriea which fatt on mankind ay the usurpation and 
ambitaon of longs, and the-philosopher, who judges of 
ike abilities of a genendby the tenor of his phms ; and 
dieir ciXDttsfience with his situation and resources,, will 
not henlate to pronounce the Grtat ffiuMngten equal, 
if not superior to the most shining (dmaeten in ancient 
or modem history* 

i)OCTOR EUSHA CULL VICiPS 

ORATION 

02f irASRINCTOirS DEATH. 

tS attemptsi^ to execute the part asagned me bv 
f^tt eonunittee, on this sorrowfid occasion. I rise wim 
•confidoi^ in yoor indvlgence, upon wbich I rest mi 
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only liope, duit my Inmfaie eSxls nay^ fixml Ia 
any degiee oommeMuxste with your HUM OBodercte eae* 
p^tfttiooh 

The people of America are this My mumAML in: 
maltitndet, to nungle in nief, and to express to die 
woM in one united Toiee, the cause of their afiUetiams 
to cherish the reeoHeetion of departed worth ; and to 
evinee to distant nations, that they are grateful to a bo- 
nefaetor. 

If there be an animating thought, while yet the tear 
of swrow hangs upon the eheek, i^y it not be drawn 
from an imai^mury view of Aat most interestin;^ picture 
whieh America would at this moment exhibit, were it 
possible to be comprised within the seope of vision ? 

Fo<ir milKons of the human race, free in their 
diouehts and aflfectiont— um^trained in their adions, 
widdy dispersed over an extensive portion of the hatnta- 
bfe globe, are seen devoted to a single purpose ;— Apeo* 
ide detached by local causes— actuated in common life 
^ opposite views, or rivals in the pursuit of similar ol> 
jects ;— jealous in all other matters of general eoneem^ 
are ofS;ring the tribute of af&ction to the memory of 
their mmmoo triend. In vain shall we examine the re- 
cords of antiquity or its parallel. Worth so traaseen> 
dent as to meint universal homage^ with a correspoi^ 
dent desire to bestow it, mark an event in tlie history tif 
our country, that may be oomidiTedas a pheoomenoa 
the annals of man. • 

The institution of games, the denomination of dties* 
and empires; the erection of monuments of marikle 
and bronze, havesevemlly served to perpetuate the me* 
mory of illustrious chamcten; but now oiten may the 
parentage of dieir celebrity be traced to either a single 
accident, or to a fortuitous combination of drcumstaneesi 
To which of the Sages, Patriots, or Heroes of past age% 
sliall we recur for an example of that uncommon assent 
biage of virtues and talents that were blenditl in the 
character of our beloved ffeufungtm ? Be it the |Hriv^ 
lege of postvrity, when it shell desire to.honour unusual 
merit, by comparative commendation, to emi^y hit 
name as a term of superlative applause ; but let us no 
longer mutilate his wi'U earned ikme, by looldnir bads 
to amiouity for his model. His early manifestation of 
extraordinary capacity— his unitbrm preference«f the 

fublic good to private enjoyment— bis unwearied k^ 
ours in the service of litis country, for upwards of fer^ 
Tears, deservedly place hira oq the highest pwBt of 1(V- 
nan exaltation. 
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^ kiwri«llife»i8xaarefieqiKBt1ytiKtf* 

IVct ^ exection tbanof lunnual talents ; and roost men 
inigiit have been <«iier and betta* duui ibgy aie, hid 
improvement at all times bepn their fix^ parpose: fant 
die individinl whom a beaefieeBt ProvideMe celeeted,; 
as his favourite instrument to dispense dK blesrings «r 
pditioal life and liberty to his country, seeooed peco- 
taarly fitted for that r^lendent commisaian, by the 
mnni^ient hand of nature. Presages of Ms ttitore emi* 
nence were to be drawn f^wn his earliest life. While 
yet at scfao<d, his deportment was such as to procure him 
the confidence and respect of his ^ung compamoDs: 
He was the oomroon (uUter of their juvenile disputft* 
tioDs, and bis decisions were conclusive and satis&ctory* 

Possessing^ a mind peculiarly collected in its structure 
elevated in its views, and firm in its purposes, he saw 
at once the importance of intellectual ascendency, and 
soon acquired the absolute dominian of hiiasel£r-£i>> 
dowments so rare and inestimable drew him early into 
general view, and attracted the notice <^ the constituted 
authorities* At the age of twenty one years, bearing a 
moor's commission in the provincial forces, he is scleo- 
ted by the Colonial executive of Virginia, for the per- 
ibrraaxiee of a critical and momentous embassy to the 
Fn^eh coraraander^on the Ohio. He en^ges in the 
perilous and responsible enterprize. Undaunted by 
the chill blasts or winter— undismayed by a view ot the 
pathless wild that lay befoi« him, he takeii his depajp' 
tare from Williarasbun^^and moves on with tmshaikeB 

Eurpose to his point ofdestination. Having produced 
is credentials and remonstrated ineffectnally against 
the incursions of the French, we see him on his ntum, 
cnrironKi by imminent and complicated dangers, from 
whidt the providential hand of Heaven alone can extri- 
cate him. He has already escaped the murderously me- 
ditaixd volley of the savage in ambush-*he is now coo. 
tending with die elements. Embarked with his <ew 
attendants on a liastily constructed raft, the impetoo- 
aty of the torrent, with assailing bodies of ice, bear 
him aloii^ their turbulent course, and threaten inevita* , 
hie dtstruction. The yontliful hero, opposing his t)^ ' 
most strength to the wayward current, is plunged into 
its icy bosom. Fo^a moment he is invisible, and his 
diooosolftte companions deplore the loss of their leader ; 
— *ut he rises again, and buffeting the angry surface 
cf the flood, recovers the raft, which is arrested in its. 
pKfgttsi by an iasuUted cluster of rocks. The night 
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MNtehcf «ri fitiniiy to vait tbe Ktiaoi «f In 11 a 

CiiftoifneeentT. Diaeooaolaxe and dresr die uiode, 
t miBe teniUe tbe garrouiidinK prospect. Theio- 
tenae ■ € * €»! > of the readier in Koompni* ior kiinf^ 
Derinojnwicnted in tbe mormag an aninurtinir <peel»- 
cle* The ice lociied and finn, enaMes Um to prooeeA 
in urfetfto the destined shore, and he panne* without 
furdier impediment has homeward way. 

The extrantdinary capacity, fint eaoempfified is die 
pnweution of this inaugnral mission, was aftcrwaidi 
more amply displaved on the banks of Monongahela^ 
On that occasion, the serenil important properties essen- 
tia] to miliuiry eonunand, were nuuuft«tea in the pre* 
nervation of the remnant of a vanquished army. A 
youth untutored in the schoob of war~4>y the peculiar 
Mrength and aog^oity of his own mind, cllt>cted an 
«tchieveroent, Uiat would have {^ven additixMMd Instie 
to the fame of a distaiguished veteran. 

An eventful page in the book of fate, m'ai yet tar 
disclosed. An era approached when the hero of Mooofr 
Mbdft, was to be introduced to an admiring world ;— 
A memorable epoch, that was at onoe to give existence 
to one of die most extensive empires on earth, and to 
gtarap a biilHant immortality on the individual, who 
was clraseni by fleavra to execute its mighty mani!ate. 
Tb&^ American colonies, the lesntimate offspring of Bri- 
tain, fed die hand that should fbst^ become opprasnve 
and severe. Tbey venture but aflcctitsiately to com* 
plein^The parent rebidces, iiiges submissiati, imposea 
with augmemed rigour and threatens ooersions. n&- 
tions and resj^ectfnl expostulations are tried ine^ct»' 
ally. In pacific, but in more dignified temui they now 
remonstrate^— They appeal to reason, to justice aai 
truth. Farental disploisure is Irindling into wrath and 
revenge. They view at a distance the gathering stosn 
and prepare to encounter it. Dreadful tbe impoiding 
conmct and incalculable the issue; but the price <» 
victoiT is inesdmable. A sense of common injury, oonw 
toion uftnger, and common interest, inspire union and 
energy. Tliey recollect their little army, untried, ub- 
disciplined. In the hands of thdr beloved- tVcuMngtenm 
they at the same moment deposit the daef command 
una dieir hopes of success^— Fledged to himseir, . his fid' 
low citizens and to his God, he accepts die sacred tnw^ 
mid determines to give liberty to his country, or periA 
in the enteiprize* Thus prepared and thus headed* 
nalQiig a solemo appeal to die iBbabitaiits of thecactbf 
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Ae^ iiopkcft^ A^ Almigfatr lid, M>d enttf opon tlift on* 
ttuui a&i terrible ooouiat. 

It is mmeeessarsr to our ineaent parpoae to tiaee 
ninately lim cbain O'* sncceediiig inciaents- Tlie iwie 
■t once gave birth to our wide spreading empite, and 
crowned titeheroiHA wreaths of unmortal^Iory. Oaa>> 
ing natifini pasnng in wonder iiroin the magnifiomt worie 
to Its •tttixNT, are unsettkd as to their chief point of 
aAauntion; wlale Ckilnmbia, glowing with eelestiat 
laptine, gleets «^ boundksK gratitooe and auction 
hflr favourite Son. , . . 

■ The SAviour .o{' his coontry, disbanding hurmartial 
nnbi, tenders his sage ad;rioe to his fdlow citizens, be- 
stows a boEiediction on his oom^paniona in asms, and ra- 
llies to the calm retreat of private life. 

• SkniUi^ peace resumes oer gentle veig^* A^cut 
tme and eommeree, reviving from their bed of anguish, 
lead on io triumph to the fdtar of liberty, their long 
train o^ oational olessings. A plan for the preservation 
tif the atair, and the eouitable distribution of iu bleMh 
ings, lewriTM the aid or the agp^regate wisdom of the 
United Mates. Amidst this bnlliant assemblage, this 
constellatioii of cjflightened raindi,the father of his peo- 
pfe again appeartand shines supremely refulgent. Ke- 
itndmng by his harra^zing presence, the discordant 
opeiatioii of social interests, tempering the ardiwr of 
dJaeussitMi, and holding op to view the balance of rela- 
ti«r rights, he saw their united laboun terminate in the 
production of a system of general government, which, 
receiving the sanction oi his approbation, became the 
palladium of the national independence. 

^Once nunv), in obedience to the united suflTrage of his 
country, he forgoes the enjoyment of domestic scene^ 
md accepts the superintendency of the ^freat and 
mighty eoncemt of the empire. Events arise in the 
course of his administration tl^at call forth fresh demoQ> 
stzatiens of his sup<'rior wisdom. 

• The existing rektiufis between America and the two 
gKat contending nations of Europe, necessarily plact-d 
ibe former in a atuation peculiarly bazaidous and cm- 
faanasring* Devotees in the.cause oi republicauism, it 
l»s impossible for its citizens to become unconcemed 
tpeetators of the eventful contest. Li vt*!] impressions of 
gnititude still remained for tlie magnaitimous succours 
fbrmerly received iroi * one of the powers, which natu- 
rally insjnred a warm interest in the issue of the war, 
aod h«a a stiong tendency to draw them ultimately 

e 



wMiin in ouKifiociPfi vwiex* uuc UKTigipBtgnr* 
dian <^ his country's safety, by >>Bai>4: Ut piMtiua qd 
the brorid and oottuMndlngrgivUBd or nemndbf, nut 
efleettmlly seeiuvd our peace, <iw homNBr, and ««ri» 
dependienee. . 

After eiribt smcemve ye«n, iH' ti^ ■ntiiniD of Ids 
)if^, exclasirely devoted to the natioaid ianawa rt , he is 
permitted to repose ft while his vemaidide head in ike 
pillow of domestic ease ; and tnrt a little wiiUe is Ab 
repose free from iiitemiptien. The estsAttshment of a 
military force is deemed necessaay fot llie pufalie safei^ 
ftnd the laiirelicd vetereti a Sblidled, aad ftgxee«t» take 
the proviamiftl command. Bat the fleetiiag and 
gated soeiies of his profaadoflary eati u fcpc e were di 
to a dose* The iijaoMicioos fghom miikh had s 
the ftpprebeoaOD <^ America, having, ia a jfeitas 
sure, disappem^d— <Ar tout of tM$ gnat mid gmA mm 
tvdc tt» final departure U the mannom ^eurmd rem. 

To his survivours, in the tmoamfwd tenor of Ida 



actions, he has bequeathed a lojacy of inesttoHdile iPitee* 
In the walks of private life, he was no k» esempkBry 
than in die more conspicuous scenes of pab^ elha l ^ 
inent. His private friendship termmaied oiri^ witt ha 
latest Iweath. Modest and unassuroinff, yet digasficdia 
Ms manners-accessableand commuBtcative ; yet M9» 
nor to famifiarity, he inspired and pnaervcd the love 
and respect of dU who knew him. Pbrtiie — — *— 



ol an public and usrful undertakiMs, he was siBgidari|| 
munificent. The indigent and ^strened', were at aB 
times sobjectt of his syropathy^and coneem. His ^a> 
rjty flowed in quiet but constant streams, from a fiwd* 
fain that was at no time sufRrn! to sustain the aaaailesC 
diminution. No pursuit or avocation, however momec* 
tons, was permitted to interrupt his systematiis atiee- 
tion to the children of want. His anxious soUeltade on 
this score is pRtbetieaHy exemplified in a letter wrictev 
>n 1775, at a time when the unorganised sfMe of Ae 
army nds^t have demanded his exclusive emeevn. Ad* 
di^ssing himsdf to the late Lund TVasKogKlo, he 
ivrites— ** Let the hospitality of the house be Iwpt villi 
**^ respect to the poor- Let no one 190 away htmnr. If ! 
" any of this kind of people should be in want or eoifl^ 
" supply their necessities, provided it does niot eneoinv 
** age them in idleness. I nave no oligeeiian flb y<»areiT»> 
*' ing my money in charity, when you dkiidc it wiB be ! 
^* well bestoinred. I mean that it is my desire^ ^rt it i 
;' should be doiKi ¥ott are t» toodder tiBt Mitfecr 



*« w iM i f B orwyi rt fc aieiMw teihe iiKirt»4D Amb 
^ Mod ofiton,** 

Sqol^ iBf felWw ehiaeas, wBttbenuui wiMne nenwry 
^re have antmMed ts faononr. It has been your ye- 
culiar feKcity often to have wen him on the Ibotinf of 
■Dcial iotimaey. Tliat tfat inlHilMtanto of AlexaiMna. 
iKld a dMtagttiilKi) pfooe in his affisetioD, yoa havelM 
repeated testimony. Yon have leen his lentiUJity aw^ 
ened, or oecasaem catealated to eall forth a disi^y of 
Mf lariiaHty. ThelastiiaieweinettooflRerourflducaii 
tions, and ex|iiew.our inviolabte attachraent to the ire* 
netaUeaage, on hi* retiring fiomthe cfaie^ Magiicrftey 
of die Uinon, yon may mnemhcr that in t^fing yoH 
how peeubarly rniteful were your expremons, ^ Tin* 
ble emocioiM of bb gieat aool, had ahnoM depnved him 
of the power of uoeranoei 

But Heaven haa Kefariaoatd its treatoie, and Araeriet 
hac lost its&vtof patriots and heat of men— its shield i« 
war ; in peace its hriglitest ornament, die aveneer of its 
wiongs, theocaele of its wisdom and the mirror of its 
perfi-ction. His fair fame, secure in ito immortality, 
shall shine through coontless ages with undiminiihea 
lustre. It sfaan he the staterowi's poIai>«Ud: ; the heroli 
destiny ; the. boast of age ; the companion of mitfuiity, 
andtbe ji^ol oi' youth, ft shaD be the but nationai ome 
of hoary dotage, to teach the infant that hanfl^ oo hit 
«wiid}]iiie h«M^ to li<p tfaemxae of IFteU^gtsn 

ODE ON THE 

DBJira OF GENEMJL JTASHntCTOK, 

- I.ET noUer baids atteb^t in mUer bkVB 
To blazen foi^ the pomp of Roman oays) 
And court the servile muse of war, that sii^ 
The mide of tyxanu and caprice of kings ; 
Be muK a AerOf later scenes can yields- 
BacouwB'd as in 4he council as the fidd. 
Be Watfungtim my therae-'die patriot bold. 
Co^ by the new wopMMi«ioorVI by the old— 
Dear to the brave, to freedom ever dear, 
'Whom ywth eould learn to love, and «Ke wvcM; 
And thou, creative muse, of heavenly throng, \. 

Thro* timers defiorming scenes the strain prolong, > 
And, as my theme iramortalj immortal mahg my aSOff^J . 



When proud oppietnon's darts were rouna tlwe Mil a ; 
Row wouM thy gcnVou* ipirit haviB been sMmHi, 
Thy aom haTC ftillen, and thy citSe» bum'd, 
iOad not a WaikLngtm divine appearM, 
And on thy plains ^ Itag <rfTk«edom reary ; 
CSierish^d the aacKd flhine thy cause had fira. 
That ev'ry arm and^evVy heart inspire ; ' 
SnatchM thy bread empire from oppressire ww*, 
Burst thy foul chains, fcnd bound aiem<|n thy foes; 
And in thy sorrows made thy virtues known, -| 

Which time has sanctioriM and which fame has blown, > 
tol rais'd^y martiaTprowess, iramorialaihis own. J^ 

'See him n!tir^ on Vemon't peacefid plains. 
Where nature triumphs and where virtue reigna^ 
ResignVl the state and citj 's jarring noise, 
For sacred silence and seclud«l joysi 
A wreath that Ceres twin'd adomM his brow, 
He wields the sickle and direcu the plough. 
Here, 'midst domestic cares he liv'd, and here 
Receives his summons to a higher^phere; 
Here faith attends ^ra Ml^ onmoistenM ^e, 
Before whose wand suspicion's va^urs fly j 
Religion at his side, with form resigned, -t 

r^es'd his bright eye, and bore his liib'nng mind > 
Toh happiness uDcloiided, to prospects unooofinU J • 

And now, what time the sun's declining my 
Tipt the tall spire with gold ; in sqd array 
The moumfuf git)up the hero bears along ; 
While dro'wn'd m tears the sad surrounding thnng, 
Weeping that worth they ne^tr may see agaiiit 
Pay &eir last tribute to the first «f men. 
Night from the east, as conscious of their woe. 
With sable -fiurtain shrouds the scene betow^ 
While Philomela on the loiftly spray, 
Hails the dread silence with her saddest lay ; 
Yet shall ^e rosy morn the spot illunie, ^ 

And ever round dte hero's deitthless^ tomb^ > 

Shall earliest songstets linSiMid eboieest&iwerAhMmJ 

CIYIS* 
mdvcrhamttnu f 
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xuijo^t ok WASHINOTON^ 

Dtlivertd, atthe tvquat tf the LegUtahar of Mauac^ 
teut, F«b» 8, 1800. 

rr if Dfttnnl thftt the gratitude of mankind abouU 
be dnwn to their benefiicton. A number of tbete hav» 
■oeoessively arisen, who w^re no k» dtitingiuihed for 
the efevaiion of Arir virtues, than the lustre of dieir 
talemt. Of thoK, however, who were bocn, and who 
acte^ tbroiia^ Ufe, as if the^ were bom, not for tbent- 
aelyes. but lor dieir country and the whole bmnan race, 
bow few, alas ! are recorded in the long annals of aeei, 
ind bow wide the interval* of time and space vut 
divide them In all this dreary length of way, they 
nppear like fine or six light bouseton as many thousana 
v^Heaof coast: ibey gleam upon tKc surBounding dark- 
ness, with an ineatinguiahable splendour, like stars seea 
1ihrou|^ a mist; but they are seen like stars, p cheer* 
to guidcv and to «ive* IVashiogton is now added to 
that small number. Alreadv be attracts curiosity, lite 
« newly discovered star, whose benignant light will 
travel on to the world's and timers farthest bounds. AU 
lead^ bis name ia bung up by lustorv as conspicuously, 
M ii it sparkled in one of the constdlations of the sky. 

Bjr eommemorating his death, we are called this day 
to yield the homage that is due to virtue ; to confess 
the conunon debt ca maidund as well as our own ; and 
to jpaiDounce fix: posterity, now dumb, that eulogium, 
whseb they will delight to echo ten aipes hence, whea 
we are dumb.. 

I aonnder myself not nierely.in tbenudst of the citi- 
sens of this town, or even of this state. In idea. I 
gather round me tne naticin. Jn the vast and. veneraole 
Mngregation of the patriots of all countries and of aQ 
elightened men^ I wouU if I could, raise my voice, and 
■peak to manlnnd in a strain worthy of my audience^ 
iuisa elevated as mysulueet. But you have assigned 
me. a task that is impossiUe.' 

O if I could perfbrm it. if I oottld illustrate his prfn* 
dpks in my discourse as be displayed them in Ms lifiv 
iTI could paint his virtues as be practaaed them, if I 
eould convert the fervid enthusiasm of my heart into 
,(he talent to transmit his lame, as it ought to^iass, to 
posterity, I should be the sacc^dul organ of your wiU^ 
ibo miuistcf of his victu«^| and may Tdiice tt» My« tho 
O 3 



i» THB UFE 0tr 

hnmUe partaker of his immortal glory. These are am- 
bhiout'Cleccivuis? hofe», aiid 1 reject fiien; for it iff 
Perhaps almost ai'difiicult, at once withjudgment and 
lt«|j^, te ftaue great ac<3on% as tp pedbrai tiMan. A 
hvvAi and undistinrui^ing elog^ium v not jwaise; and 
to diycriminate such excellent qualities as were charac- 
teristic aiid peeuHar to him, would be fo-ndaela name, 
u he raised it above eory, above pacaUel, peiiaipR fat 
that yery mmm^ aibove emulation. 

Sttch a portraying of charaeter* howe^ver, miisrbe.afi^ 
Areawd to the understanding, and^ tberclbre, e^ if it 
were well cxecnted, would seem t^ be rather an analyst 
ef monil prineiples, than the recital - of a hero^i t» 
^^ts. 

With whatever fidelity I might eiecute this tas^ I 
know that some would prefer a {^ture- drawn to tin 
imagination. They would hare our Washington r» 
presented of a giant'b sixe, and in die chM«oier of s 
hero of Romance* They who Iwe to wonder better 
than to reason, wooM nofbe satisfied with the conteniP 

gation bf a^^reat enmple, unless in the exhibition, it 
oijjd be sa distorted into prodigv< as to be both in^ 
credible and useless. , Others, I li(X)e but few, who 
think naennly of human-nature, will aeon it inferedible^. 
diat even Wasbingtcm Aoold tninfc with at-<HMch di» 
luty and elevatioM as he acted ; and they will ^towi 
in vain in the seardi fbr mean and seMish motives, that 
could incite and saitain hsm to devote his life to Iris 
country. 

Do not these auggestiom sound in your ean like t 
profonation of virtue ? wid while I pnoMunee thetn, .do 
Ton not feel a thrill of indignatipo at your fac«m? 
Forbpar. Time never faib to being eve«y esalted re- 
}>utation to a strict terutiny t the world, in passing^ the 
jtidgmeot that is never to be revaned, will den/ all 

Sarthility even >to tibe name of WadNngton. Let it be 
enied for its jusdee will confer i^ory. • 
Such a Vfe as Waahingtnn's eanifot deiWe lionowr 
from die circumstances oTbirtfa and edoaatioB, tfaao|^ 
it throm back a lustre upon bodi. With an inquisitiva 
mind, diat alwa\'s profited by the l^Ms of others, and 
%Bs unclouded by passions w its own, he acquired a 
tnsturity of judgment^ rare in age unparratted in yo«itib 
Kfbaps no young man had so early laid un a lile^ 
Stock of materials fw solid nfleetion. or settled sa sodl 
the prinolples and habits of his conduct. Ge^* exp^ 
lisoM UncMtl M iito wmmk id* it v^t) tmi si « 
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«fatli 3poatb k aloMit psivikged i«b*ndL TiiRi 
fpaok oomnutted the saf*^ of her frontier, and ulti* 
mateijr, the safety of America, not merejv to his valour, 
fiv tait would be scarcely piwse, bat to bis prudeDce* 

It f s not in Indian wan that heroes are oeWhrated ; 
Imt it is ^ere they are formed. No enemy ean be ooore 
fermjAaTiie, by the craft of lui ambushes, the suddenets 
dT hU onset, or the fiTocity of hit vengeance. The 
aool of Washington was thus eiiereised to danger ; and 
CQ the first trial, as on every other, it aupeart'd firm in 
Adversity, cool iu action, undaunted, setf-possessed. ISs 
•pirit. and still more his urudence, on the occasion of 
Braddock^sddeat, diifusea his name throughout Aioerr 
tea, and across the Atlantic. Even then his countrv 
viewed him with oomplaoeiicy, as her most hopeiiu 

At the pfeace of 1763, Great Bridan in oomequene^ 
of lier victories, stood in a position to prescribe her owa 
terms^ Sbe chose, perhaps, better for ua thai) for hefr 
flelf : for by expelUup the French from Canada, we no 
koger ieani hostile neighbours; and we soon fuund 
Just cause to be afraid of our protectors. We dia> 
cetoed, even thien, a truth, which the conduct of France 
iou sinee so stroiKly oontiimed, that then.-, is nothiuc 
wfaicih tbe gratitude of weak states can give that wijf 
Mtirfy strong allies finr th*. ir aid, but authority : natknii 
that want protectors, will have masters- Our settle* 
tnent*,. no longer checked by enemies on tlie frontier, 
nindly initreased ; and it was distrovered, tliat America 
was gR>\»ing lo a »iae that could defend itsolf* 

la this, perhaps unforeseen, but at ki^tb obviouf 
jtate of things, the British Govemnient ooncieved a j«^ 
lousy of die oirionies, of which, and of their jnttiuded 
measuves of pfccaution they made no secret. 

Our nation, like its great ieatkr, had only to take 
eaunsei from its eoanga. When Washington heard 
the voice of hU country in distress, his obedience wiui 
mompt; and tbougfa his saaifices were g^ceat, they cart 
I&m no cifort. Neither the object, nor the limits of 
my pkni, pemait me to dilau; on the military events of 
the xewriutionary war. Our histwy is but a transcript 
or his cfadnu en oar gratitude: our hi aits bear testi* 
moiiy, that they are cbiims not to be satiified. Whea 
Oiverraatcihed bv numbers, a fugitive with a little 1band 
ef faithful flfduiers, the states as rauch exhausted a« 
dinnayed, Iw expkred his own uiidaunted heart, and 
feaodthoeicaaurceatoKfireiveoaraffttn* We ham 
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teen Urn dScplayu nradi valovr u giTcc ftgne to te^ 
ron and as consummate prudenoe as ensures anceesi ti 
valotir ; fearless of dangers tliat were personal to fasm, 
betitating; and cautious, wlien they affi«ted his eountiy 
preferring fame before nftty or repose, and duty befise 
lame. 

Rome did not owe more to Fabiut dian America to 
Wasbii»;ton. Our nation tfaares with hire the ainrular 
glory or having oonductcd a civil war with niah£ae«% 
and a revolution with order. 

lite event of that war seemed to erown die ftlidty 
and glory both of Ameriea and its dnvi. Until that 
aontest. a Kreat part of the civilized woaM had been 
aorprisuigly igncHrant of the loree and ehaiaeterand 
almost of the existenee, of die British coloinea. Tbej 
liad not rttaintd what they knew, nor felt etirioait^ 
to know the state of thirteen wretdied aettleinenti^ 
which vast woods enclosed, and stiil^wster woods ^v^ 
ded from eadi other. They did not view the coJoniatt 
no much as a people, as a race of fti^tives whom wan^ 
and sditude, and intennixture with the aavagea, baa 
Tnade barbarians. 

At this time, whik Great Britian wielded a fi)rae 
truly fbrmidaUe to the most powerful atatea^ sudden^ 
astonished, Europe b^ld a feeble people, till theo^ 
tmkoown, stand forth, and defy this giant to the eoni> 
bat* It was so unequal, all expected it would be tfanrt* 
Our flnal success exalted their admiration to its faigii* 



prant ; they allowed to Washington all that is i 
to tranceendent virtue, and to the Americana mqpB 
than is due to human nature. They oonsideicd ut a 
face of WashingtoQs, and adnutted that nature in Arae^ 
rica was fruitful only in prodigies Their bodes and 
their travellers, exaggerating and distorting all th^ 
xepvesentations, assisted to establish the opinion, tlwt 
i2iu is a new world, with a new order of men an4 
things adapted to it; that here we practise induftry^ 
amidst the abundance that requires .none ; dkat we 
have morals so refined, that we need no laws; and 
tfaouj^ we have them, yet we ought to eonsider their 
execution as an insult aial a wnmg ; that we have vir^ 
tue without weaknesses^ sentiment without r'"WMWk 
and libertv ^tbout factions. Tfaeie illuaona, in apita 
of their absurditr, and. perhaps, U'eause they are ab» 
surd enough to mive domiuion over the iinaginatioa 
onl^, have been received b^ many ot the makcontents 
agamst the govemmertts w Europe, and induced dieoi 
to euiigi-«te* Su«b iUuttoia are too «Q9(hi^ te TUtfty. 
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Tlwy faMPe becB' panieioM, at thef cberiih fate 
Ueas of the riglfts of nen and the aatie»of rnlen. 
They have M the eitizeni to look for hberty where it 
is not; mad to eauUec the fsrenuneot, whiehisita 
castie,a*iti iMrison* 

WaaMnffton mired to Moant Vemoo, and the eyet 
of the world fbitowed him. He left his eouncrvinen tor 
their nmpKcity and their jfamiom, and theur glon 
aeon departed. Eurt^ hepm to be nnd^peived, and 
it teemed, tor a time, as if, by the aequisition of ind&> 
\ oor-oitizeDs were disappointed. The coiw 
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itioB was then ^ only oompaet made ** to fomt 
a peifeet umon oi' the states, to estaUidi jostiee^ to 
CTMMrp the tranquility, and proride for the seeurity oC 
tbB nation;'* and aococdinny nnian wa« a name that 
aiill commanded levcreaoe, tbougfa not obedienee. The 
eystem ealkd justice was, io some of the states, iniquity 
wdooed to deroentary prineiples ; and the pahKc trao- 
quiUty was sooh a portentoas ealm, as rings in deep 
cav«ms before the explosion of an earthquwce. Most 
flf die states then weie in faet, tiioog^ not in fonn, 
mhalaiieed denaoeracie-s. Reason, it is true, ^dke a» 
diUy in dieir eoiistitutiuns ; passion and prejudice 
louder in their laws.- It is tothe honour of Mawacho- 
setts, that it is diargeabk; with little deviatioa from 
priaaples: its adherenoe to them was one of the causes 
of a dangerous rebellion. It was searedv possible that 
mdi goinemsnents diouldnot be agitated i^ parties, and 
diat {wevaiHn^ parties shoidd not oe vindietive ana un- 
jnst. Aeoordingly, in some of the states, creditors wen» 
treated as outlaws ; bankrupts were armed with legid 
audiority to be perseeoton ; and, by the shock of au 
eonfidenee and faith, society was shaken to its ftfundft> 
tiioos. Liberty we had, but we dreaded its abusealmosC 
as much asitf loss ; um the wise, who deplored theon^ 
elearly fivesaw tlie other. 

1^ The peace of ,\aiencalMiii|g; by a thread, and Ihctioitf 
were aueadv shaipemiigr t^ieir wcapmis to eot it. The 
ptojeet of three sepawte empires in America was be> 
gtoimig to be broached^ and the progress uf lieentioui^ 
nesB would have soon rendered her citoens unfit Ibr 
Khertv in either of them. An age of bkwd and misery 
wauM have punished our disunion : but these were not 
the cooadoatioos to deter ambidaa tkom iu pwpoN^ 
Q5i 



iafhi^fhtm wne m nnoiydreiinMtBiieesfiMHtf-MlBdfad 
tttimtion to favour it. ^^ . 

At tfab awful crisis, vhjcl» all tte «viseMnntlbMraid- 
« at the tune, yet which appears;, on a retitispect, to 
much more dreadful than their f«i« ; some Mair was 
wanting who possessed a ctffinmanding power o^'ertfae 
^putor pMsons, but o^-er whom jihose passions had no 
^wer> That man was Wa»hingtm. 

His name, at tlie head of sueh a list of wonbies as 
would reflect honour on any country, had its proper 
weight with all thecnfigfatened. and with nbnoot all & 
well disposed among the less informed dthsens, and, hies* 
wdbe God! the constitdtion was adopted. Yes, ^ the 
eternal honour of ^]\nierica among the nations-o»^ the 
£ardi» it was adopted, in spite of tne obstacles, vfhnl&i. 
in any otlier country, and, peihaps, in any other age 
of t/as, would have' been insurroonntable; in s|ate tt 
the doubts and fears, which well-meaninq^ pn^judke 
creates for itself, and'which party so artfully inl^aroes 
into stuMMixmess ; in spite of the vice, which it bas sub- 
jected to restraint, and which ir^nfore its immortal 
and implacable foe ; in spite of-the oligarchiies in-iome 
of the states, from wham it snatched .-dominion ; it-was 
adopted, and our cquntry enjoys 'one more inTaln^Ue 
lihance'for its union and nappiness: 4nvaludd>le1 if the 
letiwpect of the dangers we have escaped ilian roflt. 
ciently inculcate the principles we^baveso tranlKly esta* 
btished. Fei'haps multitudes are ntit to be tau^t bv 
their fears only, without su^t-rin^mucfa to deepen the 
Impression ; for experien«'* bniodishes in her sdiocd a 
whip of scorpions, and teaches nations her summary' 
lessons of wisdoixt by the scars and wounds of their«a- 
fersity. ' 

The^mendments whifch faa^'^ been pxojeded in aome 
of the states shew, that, in them at least, these lessons 
Are not well remembered. In a conft^deracy of states, 
•cane powerful; others, weak, the weakness of the ftde^ 
lal union will, soooVr or later, encounree. andwil! not 
lesttain. the ambition aiid ipjustice orthe tnenAets: 
the weak can no otherwise be smmg or safe, but in the 
enercy of the national government. It is this deft«c. 
♦hich the blind jealousy of the weak states jjot tui&e* 

Suertly contributes to prolong, that has proved fatal to 
II the coitfttlerations that oer existed. 
^Although it was impossible that such merit as Wfejft. 
f^gtmfs should not produce en\y, it was scarcely po«si> 
Ue that, with such a tnuisccndeiit leputatioD, he sbouU 
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(pleoabaf or power, mm ctfOw the Bttttcoi oon^OflMi 
IhkI ffrovD dim in their eyes. Tliey did not know thttt 
H^ofhington oouh)* aughient his Iknoe; but-tlieTkiBew 
«]id fel^ tliat the worU's wealth, and its cmpin loo^ 
WQuldbe a Wbefar beneadi hii aoeeptanea* - 

lliis is not exa^iscfatioo : never was confldcnee in a 
iDon and a ehierraagistrate more widely dUToKd, or 
more solidly estafaltthed. 

If it had been in the naiore of m«L tint we shooU 
enjoy liberty, withoot the agitations or jauty, tlie Uai* 
ted States had a right, under these tireomataneet. toc» 
pectit:hatitwasimnosaiWe. Where there is no liiMity, 
they may he-exempt nom pntf. It wil! •eem stmuge^ 
but it searedy adftaits adoubt, that theiv arefrw>er ma&' 
Contents in 1 urkey. than in any free state int]«e wocM. 
IVbere the people have no power, they enter into no 
contests, and are not anxious to know how they liMdl 
use it. The spirit of discontent beennes tor^ Ibr 
>want of employment and sgghs itself to rest. The 

£i»ple sleep soundly in their ehains, and do wit evoi 
%am of their wei|^ The;^ lose tbefrtvituienoe with 
their energy, and become as traetaMe as any otiberaod- 
.mal : a state of degradation, in wMeh they extort oar 
Mom, and engage our pity, ibr the misery ther do Mt 
feel. Yet that heart is a base one, and fit only for • 
slave*s bosom, that would not Meed fVeefy, rather than 
submit to sucn a condition ; for lib^ru wiui all its Md> 
ties and agitations is more desirable than slavery, who 
would iiot prefer th^repuUics of ancient Otceee, where 
liberty once subsisted in its estcess, it< dehriwn, terriMe 
in iu charms, and gHslening to the kttt witk tise bh»e 
of the very fire that consumed it ? 
I do not loiow that lought, but I am tore that I do^ 

Sirefer those lepobiics to the doBing slavery of the ino- 
em Greece, where die degraded wretches have auffinvd 
teom till tb»r merit it, where ther tread od dassae 
ground, on the ashes or heroes ana patriota, teea» 
jccious of dieir aneesti^, ignorant of tfaenaunv, and •!• 
most of the name of liberty, and insensible cten to the 
passion fbrit. VHio, on tlds contrast, can i wbeas to 
«iy,it is the modem Greece that fies buried, that dtoept 
foi^tten in the caves of Turkish daifcness? It it the 
snaem Givece that lives in remembranee, that is stUl 
.bright widi gkiry, still iresh in immortal yooth. They 
are unworthy or liberty, who entertain a less cacahci 
idea of its excellence. The misfortune is> that tboae 
^Mto proibi to ho'it^ AM paasianale «diBiitn havt, 
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ffape^knentt : they expect, tint an^ntfmainstie fldrnin^ 
tioB ef ilt mmre vriH reoopeife Uie multitude to the irfc* 
■oiB C ne tt »i'Hireitiai«ti, Dekinve expectation! WmA- 
jbijfonwmBOtduu deluded. WehftvelM«(4emnwam* 
%« asumt the ^ten fittal propenntksof liberty. He 
hna cefleeted, that qqi are often fidae to their coontry 
. and oieir honour, ftbe to duty and even to dbeir intereet, 
•hot Yuultit^ples of men are never long fabe or deaf to 
•tfieirpattMini: theiewin findahitaclei injthe-Iawi, a»> 
lodates in party> The feHowdnfiMhas formed are more 
intiiiiate^ and inpoBe Qonunaiids m«re imperious, than 
-tfMttof weiety. 

• ThnpartynNrmaa itatewithinthe state, anditaaa- 
mated 1^ a rivakhip, 6ar, and hatred, of its sapetMr. 

• WhcB Ais ha^KiM, the merits of the goveMmtnt will 
-become finesh provocations and offeriees, for they are 
'the merits of an enemy. No woader then, Out as soon 
•asparty^ouad the virtne and f^ory of IKuAh^sn were 

o bsaiei e sythe attempt was made, by calumnv, to inr> 
imouoc tnein both. For this, the greatest of all trials^ 
, tie lEBOwihathe was prepared. He knew, thattbe«> 
veiiHnent must po ssess sufficient strength from witw 
-«r without, or All a vielim to fiiction. This interkr 
alxcngth was^ainly inadet^iute to its delenee, unless it 
coukTbtf nimoreed ftom ivtthcuthy tfaeieal and patrit^ 
•tism of the eitizens ; and this latter resource was eer' 
lainly as acoessibie to president l^arA^Rtf tn, as to any 
chirf raagittrate fhat ever lived. The life or the federu 
goTcmraent, be eonsidered,was in the breaUi of the peo> 
nle^snettrib: whenever tlHj should havpen to be to in- 
fatuated or fa^lamed as to abandon its defence, its end 
most be as speedy, and mi|^ be as tragical, as a eoasii* 
tutionforTtanee. 

While the presideoc was dbos administeriiig the 90- 
TcmmeBt in so wise and just a manner, as to cngaee 
tiwfp«a(tmigerity of the cnligfatened and virtuoos ci^ 
zena to op-«ie]3ite with him tor its sinrport, and wh3e 
be indolgedttie hope that tine and habit were eonlixm- 
ingdwir attachments, the Fimeh icvolmion had readi* 
ed that point in its progress^ when its terrihte jprinei* 
pies began to agitato aH civilized natsons. I wiU mA| 
00 Ais occasion, detain you to express, tiiQugh my 
tboiwtats teem widi it, mvdeep dMmrrence of that re* 
volnoon ; its deinotism, by the mob or the nnhtatyt 

• from die ftrst, and its hypocrisy of mocals to Um> bnt* 
' AcdKi hum pMied tivtf* ifiMi laMedcd ^etenptiilii 
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9n± wUcb, forodier reaaooa, I will not ittemitto d^ 
Mribe ; for it would not be possible, even at duiMisttnee 
of tinae, tad with the sea between us and Fnuice» to g» 
through with th« recital of tbem,. without perceivinc* 
hocwr gather, like « frost, about the heaxt^. and ahnott 
stop its puhe* That rerolutioQ has been consttult 
in Dodijog bat its vicissitudes, and its promises ; always 
delusive, iMit always renewed, to establish philosop^ 
by crintei. and liberty fa^ the swonL The people w 
. France, tf they are not lik)e the modem Gr^s, find 
their cap of liberty is a soldier's helmet : and with all 
(heir iniitatian of dictators and consuls, their exaetert 
similitude to these Roman omamaits, is in thdr chainii 
llie nadonsof Europe peroeive another memblanoe^ 
in their all-conquering ambition. 

Rut it is only the iikfluence of that event on Americi^ 
and on the. measures of the president, that beluns* to 
my subject. It would be ingratefuUy wr(M>g to lus char 
cacter, to be silent in respect to a part of it, which haa 
the most signally illustrated his vurtues. 

The genuine character of that revolution is.notevea 
3«t so well understood, as the dictates of selfpresenra- 
tion require it. should be. The chief duty and care «£ 
all governments i» to {vrotect the rights of praver^^ and 
^ traaquillitycrf' societ;y. The leaders of the Fnenchi 
Involution, from the beginning, excited tbe ppor ajpunst 
the rich. This has made ^ rich poor, but it will ne- 
ver make diie poor rich. On the craitraqr. diev weva 
used only ai blind instruments to make tnose kadess 
masters, first of the adverse party, and tbenof thest^tew 
Thus the power* of the state were turned round into a 
directioo exactly oonteary to the proper one, not.to pi»- 
•erve tranquillity and restrain violence, but to -excite 
violence by the lure of power, and plunder^ apd ven- 
neanee. Thus all France has been, and still is, as muca 
we prize of the ruling pArty, as a capturttl wip, and 
if any right or possession has esca]{ed confiscation, there 
is. none that has not been kablc to it. 

Thus It cluirly appears, that, in its origin, its diaxa^ 
ter,. and its means,, tlie government • tliat eountrv is 
revoliltiouary ; that is, not only dilTereut from, but 
directly contraty to, every regular and ivell-ordec^ so> 
ciety« Itis a danger, similiar in its kind, and at least 
equal in degree,, to that, with which ancient Rome 
menaced her enemies. Ine allies of Rome wei£ slaves : 
and it cost some hundnd years efforts o:' her policy and 
«coMh (9 miibe her paaokn het* allies* Matignst at tt^ 



.d»y,-gMrtnnt no better trettSe»; iSbey emuKtevminut 
to arms, urrteafl they aie tued witha qiMt and y etw rnf 
flMelie<»i»ii^tliei]DacmtudeoftbeirdffiM||^. Fartlie 
Ftowbtevolutkni has been, from the fine, hostile to all 
i^t and justice, to all peace and order in society ; and, 
werefore, its vevy cxistdiee I^ been a state <^ warfare 
against tiieoivUized world,anil roqst of all agaihstfreeaud 
and ocdnrly republies»fiir sueh are never without factionsi 
itady to be the allies of nance, and to aid her in the 
^ork tf deMnietign. Aecocdingiy, scarcely any bat ns 

Sbiica have they sulwerted. Such gDfv<nnnient8, by 
>wing in pnwtiee ^faat repubKean Kberty f«, deleet 
ncfMh-impeitvfe^ and^sfaew what their pretexts are 

To subvert Aem, ther^bre, thev had, berides the ik> 
cslity that faction aflbrds, the dWible cxciiement of r» 
moving a rpproach, and oonvertine thdr greatest obMa- 
deii into their most efficient auxiliaries. 

Who ^n, on earful reflection, will be surprised, 
tibat the French and their pardzans imtanuy con- 
ceived "die denre, and made the most powerfbl acterapts^ 
to revolutionize the American government? -fiat it 
wilf-bereafter seem strange that meir esicesses shooU be 
excused, as- dM effects of a struggle for liberty v and that 
M^ many of our citizens should be flattered, 'while they 
were insulted with the idea, that our e^uunple wai co> 
pivd, and our principles pursued. Nothing was ever 
more fidse, or more fascinating. Our liboty dependi 
on out education, our laws, and habits^ to wmch even 
vrejtidiee* yield $ on the dispersion oi oar people on 
fann^ and on the almost equal diffusiao of property ; 
it is foundf^ on morals and reli^on,^ whose authority 
Kigm in thebeart : and on the influence all these pro> 
doce on puUie opinion^ bbibre that opinion ■ governs m- 
krs. ' HeiXrlibetvr is -restminr ; there k is vaoknce; 
fiere it is mild and cheering, .like the maroing. sun nf 
fitinuner, brightening the bills, and making the-^'allies 
neen ; there it is like the sun when- his ny»-dart pesti* 
knee on the sands of Africa. American Kbtrty calms 
and restrains the tioencioos passions, like anannd that 
aays-io the winds and troubled seas, be still ; but i»w 
bas FtaDch Jicentiousness appeand to the wretched citiF 
aens of Switzerland and Vemce? Bo not their haunted 
imaginations, even when thev wake^ reureseot her as 
a nxmster, with eves that flash wild nre, tiauds that hurl 
timoderboitB, « TMce that shakes ihe IbuBdatian of the 



janumM 







M any ia the world j jet, hSas all otiwr people we have 
namom and psejudiees^ -and they had reeeived a yfUlaat 
imnulae, wbidr, f'^ * taut, nausA ua. , 

Aoobinnm had heeome heret ai in Fhniee, rather a 
net then a party, lmpirine[ a faaatieism that wai 
equally kiloletwM and fontat;HWM» The dehuion was 
ceDecaieDeiwh to be dibiKht the Yoieeof the people, 
theBefete, etatminc authority without pneof, and jcft- 
km enourii to euet aeqaiefloenee without a minniuroC 
eeMMdiefhMfe Seme ptagieii w«i nmjit in fniaine 
muMtudei to he nndaetirie and leiocioas* To tfM»« 
nothhw leenAed amiable^ hot the vevolotMoary jmiiee 
of Farif ; nothing tenible, hot the covennneot and joe-, 
tieeof ABKcica. The very name m jBafrMte wgMxteii»> 
ed and iqmlied, in piophrtion-aa die cttircm had atiei^ 
ated dwir hearts iyn A meiica, and tfanife tged their 
BiflSietions to their toveigu eormpcer* ^^rty diiecuae^ 
iu iMimaie Qaoneecion of intomt with ranee, and' 
obmununated iti prafligacy by yieidiog to foKaga iOKv 
flnmce* > 

Theviewi of these allies required, tlMtthit-eonotrf' 
should engage in war with Great Britain, liothinglesa 
would «lve tif Fkanee att the meaorof annoytng this 
dreaded iinil« notUnf le« tftmU ensure the sulge» 
tianof Aneriea, asasmdl&tetolfbeaBiUikiiofFiaaee: 
else could nudie a sevolutloD heefe pei^Beily 



For this end, the minds ordw.eitiBeiirweie artfUly^ 
inflamed, and the moment was watched, and impatient- 
ly waiiedfor, idien their lonr heated paaiions should he 
in fusion, io pour them fijcth, Bke uie hirm of a vol* 
oano, to btewen and eoosunie the peaee and govern- 
ncm of our eountryu 

The synematieopeiations of a fhetioa uiriar ftreiBi 
influence had began to appear, «nd were sueeesuvely 
pursued, in a manner too deeply alanning to be soon* 
ttemtlen* Whoof us doee not remeotfber this wont oT 
evils'in this worst of wayi ? Shame would forget, if it 
could, that, in one of the states, amendments wcm 
proposed to break down the fedemi senate, which, as 
in the slate jmvetnment, isa gnat bolwufcef thepub» 
be oidav To break down aaoiha, aacstnvagttK jl^ 



£idmf p & mt m g» ddmtd ftr tatet. In Modier ttMfe 
a Rbdm ^»M fbinented by die «||ent of nanee: and 
who, -widioiit fireA iadignation, can remanwr, that A6 
aowen of government were qpenlv uiurped, troofw 
levied, and sniM fitted out to fight finr her? Nor can 
any true frfend to nor f(|ov«>minent oomider without 
dread, that, lOon afterwards, the trtatf4naldng power 
was boldly chaHanged for a bcandi of Che goventmeot, 
from whieb the oonstitutloil has wiiriy withboMen H. 

I am oppreswd, and know not bow to proeeed witk 
vty subject. IfaMnglon, Uened be God f lAo aadnad 
him indi wisdom and dodied him with power; H^w^ 
ingfon issued Ms proehimation of neatndftjr, and, at an 
carty period, arrested thbintrigoetxif Fnuaee and the 
pesnons of his eoantrfnien,oD Ae Teejr edge «f the pi»* 
dmee of war and nmolatioo* 

This aetiof firmness, at the haard of his ge p matfc in 
and peace, entitles him to the name of the first o^ pa* 
triots. Time was gained for the citizens to recover 
dieir virtoe and good sense, and tiiey soon re e o vered 
them. The crisis was passed, and America was saved. 
' Ton and I, most respected fellow-citizcm, dioald be 
looner tired than satisfied in reeoonting the partieahDa 
of dii« iUostrious man's life. 

How great he aj^ieaied wUle he administered the go* 
vnument, how much greater when iie vetived from it, 
how he acoppted the dnef ndlitary eommand under 
his wise and upright saccessessor, bow his VSk was an* 
notled like fats fione^ and how Us dentin was worthy of 
his life, are so many distm^ snbieeta of initnicttoni 
and eadi of them singiV more than cnouiffa &it.an elo 
gium. I leave the task, however, to history and tA 
porterity ; they will he faithful to it. 

It is not impossible, that some will af&et to consider 
0ie honours paid fo this neat patriot by the nation, as 
excessive, ioolatrous, and degipadaig to freonen, who 
Me all equaL I a nyr c r, that refusing to virtue iu It >§»* 
timate bmoun wodd not prevent Uior being lavished^ 
in future, on any worthless and amfaitioai iavouritfr 
If this day ^ example should have iu natiual effect, it 
will bo salotanr. Let such honours be so eonfisvad 
ody when, in future, they shall be so merited: th^ 
tiie pubKc sentiment will not be nusled, n«r the prin> 
dries of a just equality corrupced. The best evident* 
of reputation is a man's whole Ulbb We have now« 
atos! all IVmfiitigtim'* belbro us- There has scarcely 

H»fqwd » wdiy gqn bmu» ^wfawc.ciwiiaftff hi >w» 






Sir ttnn in bn j<dE- 

V>5 •»» »■>■) •" "•■ 

■ He «u tin palhi* 
p^mKTT w^ enjugh (0 
Kt.i ipapk mjouiBHmi, 
" coiMMcd; bat 




^isn^ if psst ocoMMRU nad not cslira dim mmb j tti4 
tfien, at l» never t^oAoe from aff««bttkiif to ^ine, nor 
aetfci from my simder inotivet, it is from their HBttU 
flBly tiMt ive are to JiM^ttf* thrir grratOMiand exteob 
fa puUfc tram, vpbere Awn, acting eonapicttoiidy, aie 
CMt^Dm, and in tliose pKpmtc cooocmL urbeie few caa* 
ceal or team dieir wtMinessn, Wtuhingtan was ail* 
fbimly KRwti ponaing rMit conduct flora rigbt ni«» 
imt. Ifistalentt were audi atanist a Mnnd judgmnH. 
Mii^riveD viik to* rasMtidnioeiivBseoniiimnialF,anl 
.seemed to take the directkn of Iris Mwcrt and fAsnons; 
'ftr, as a soldier, lie was noie aobcitoas to avoM mis* 
talies ^t nri^ lye fatal, than to petforas cKpMtt dwc. 
•re briOknt ; and as a statesmaa, to adhere to ym 
mrinajples, however old, than to pwioe nowlties , ani 
iherelore, in hoth diaraettrs, his quaKtiet were aingv* 
larly adi^ted to the interest, and were tried inthefveat^ 
est perils, of the coontrr. Hn habits of inqniry were 
to far rexnaiicaMev that Be was never wtisAed with Id> 
vestigatira;, nor desisted from it, so long as he had leM 
asm all the light that he could <^btain upona siit^jec^ 
and ihen made his deekion withom Mas. 

This eomnHHAd (tnrer the partialities that to genctally 
Mop men short or turn them aside in their porsnit of 
tmth, is one of the chief canses cf his unvaried comae 
of right conduct In so many difficult scenes, where 
every hnman actor nrast he presumed to err^ Ifhehal 
•trong passions, he had learned to suMue them, and to 
te mocienrte and mild. If he had weaknesses, hecoa* 
cealed them, which is rare, and excluded <he« fttan fte 
goremment of his temper and cendnct, which is still 
mor^ rare. If he loved fame, he nerer made improper 
ctiiiiplianees for what is called poptilaritr. The fame 
lie enjoyed is of the kind that wiU test for «ver; 
nret it was radier the effect, than the motive, of his con- 
duct. Some future Plutarch will search for a parallel 
to his character. Epaminondas is peiliaps the fanehtest 
name of all entimiity. Our /FotArngfon reseDMea htn 
in the purity and aidour of his pMtfotSsm ; and, Ktie 
liim, he first exalted the gkiry of nis country. Thctc^ 
it is to be hoped, the pandkl ends : for lliebesfell with 
Bpaminondas. But such comparisMis cannot be pur* 
lued fhr, witboot departing from the similitude. JPor 
we shall find it as dUBevIt to compare great men at 
great rivers; some we admire Ibr the length and nipi> 
oily of their earrent, and the gr an de u r if their cats* 
jMii» oUwiti f«r tte wtjit^ tSkaee end fidoeM of 



ttcif itwiWM i W6 ctnnot farinip tam txM^ctnef lo mh^ 
•ore die diflfetienoe df iheir wsten. The umnnliitkai 
fife of Wiuha^ftm^ deefininip fame, yet courted by i^ 
aeemed, like tbe Ohio, to cnoose its loo? ««y thnwgli 
•olitiideMliflianng fertility ; or lik^hi* own Boconue, wp 
dening and deei>ening hu channel, at he appraftdiei tha 
asa, and displaying moat tbe usefuloeai and aetenil^ at 
liis greatness towavds the end of his oonne. Suoha 
citizen would do honour to any conntry. The coostanc 
veneration iind afl^ction of hb eountry will shew, thai 
it was worthy of such n eitiaeiv 
. Hmvever us nutitaty fame ma^ e\dte the wonder of 
manldn4 it is chiefly by his civil magisbaev, that hi» 
eum^ile will instruct thein* Great generaUhave arisen 
Sn all ages of die world, and perl^ps roost in those 
of despotism and darkness. In timet of riolenoe and 
QQnvuUion» they rii^ by the foroe of tbe whirlwind, 
^igh enoo^ to ride in it, and direct the storm. Lika 




Ifrowing^ vul^r ; they multiply in every long war ; diey 
stand in history, and thicken in their ranksi almost as 
undistinguided as their own soldiers* , 

But such a chief maastrate as Wasfdngtmi appears 
lUuthe pole star in a'olear sky, to direct the skilful 
sUtesiuan. His preddeney will form an epoch, and be 
distinguished as tbe age of Wastungton, A}rea4y it 
assumes its liigh place in the DoGtical region. ' Ijke tha 
milky way, it whitens akmg its allotted portion of tha 
hemisphere. Tbe latest generations of tneo will sor* 
vey, uurou^b the telescope of history, die space where 
.to many virtues Ueiid their r^^s, and deiignt to separ 
rate them into groups and distinct virtues. At the best 
illustration of tnem^ tbe living monument^ to wbidi the 
first of patriots would have chosen to cons^^ his fame^ 
•t is my earnest prayer toheaven,that our countrymtf 
subsist, even to diat late day| in the pk'ntitiide of it* 
liberty and happiiwts^ and miogte iu mild glor}- witb 
lyifulungiiQm 



■ 

OWGINAL IXTTESa 
OF GEVERAL fVASnnSfCTOV. 

T* Mr, Lund WatJOngtm, Mount Vernon, Nov, 26, 1778. 

UETthe hospitality qf the hoiwe, with respect U> 
Ae noor. he kept up. Let no one go hungry away. If 
aw VThe« kiAd oTpeople shoiijd Bein want of com, 
^P^ thdr necessanH provided it does not euceurage 
3S> idlBne«. I have no objection to yo«rgir% 
Symoney in charity, when you tUk it ^^H *»«»««i 
%it I mean hy hanng no objection is, that it m my 
^reAatitshSuldhelone. 'tou are to consider, that 
SS^mysetf nor wife are now in the way to do the* 
BOodolBces. ^' ^^* . 

In a Jetter of Jan.^, ilTS, the General vnitesthm: 

I HAVE attended to your infotmation and rq"«^g» 
on the supposed intention of placing General I^— j 
2J»«J«?L«before captivation)-iit the head of the 

entned into the head of a member of C — -— or not, 
1 tteltr was at the trouble of enqoinng. I am toM a 
i*Sne of that kirtd is ndw on foot by some, in bdwtf 

rf2Shergentlemaif-but ^^L^^t^^^'fjiSk^ 
Sk« serious: or raerel>' to try the pulse, I neither know 
^^ ; iitherint^ed nor ambitious views ted me 
^*^^rvicc-I did not «,Hcit the ^^^IJ^'J.^* '^ 
Snted it after much entreaty, with all that diffidence 
SffdTa conscious want of abiW ««»J^P«'«iSf„^"ifi 
toS discharge of so important a trust, mmt naturally 
SJateSvS not quitedevoid rf thought : wid a/- 
STldSengage, pursued the gr«it Imc rf my duty^ 
She obSst iSTiewCas for as my judgmttit could direct) 
SBSmedly as the needle to the pole. Sowonthenaa 
fiJ^SSic grts dissatisfied with my ^^r^^llS^ 
ioS M foundVtter q»ialified to answer her ospectojon, 
?Si2l quU the hdm with as mudi satisfaction, and i*. 
i;«:t« ? nAvate station with as much content, as ev« 
S^.I?iiSD3«imfeltupanhis safe arrival in AeHolyw 

Slat those wh« comcaftetMcwy laeetwith mareprw^ 



pdet tlMBi I iMve done, ind fen dilBelllt^ If 
die eneeiatioQ of die pvlilic hn not been answered bf 
mf eMcft vocDB^ I iMfe nam wemom ikuk one Iq legtet 
it ; tat It prawot -shall onljr add, that a day may eorae 
when the pnriilie cfnse ip no lOBger to be benefitted bv a. 
eoocpalneBtef oiUr circurastanees ; and tMI fiiat period 
•RmV) I doll not be amoag the ftcat todiaelosaaiMh 
tntfaias may ia^vae iu 

JFttnaory 1778. 

Wrmfarthe neatest part of maxikikid intevetf 
itdw foverin|;'priiieiplew Almost everv raaais moR^er 
less under its Hmuenoe. Modvesof pnolie virtue may 
tat a time, or ia pardcnfaHr iostanees, actuate men to 
^dbservaaee of aeoaduatjMrely di^terested; bat 
tfKV ace Botof themselws sttfflcitiatto pradoeea pen^ 
Teciner conformity to ^ refined <&etatesanlofaligatioM 
«f social duty. 

illtfttif 20, 177a. 

IT IB not a littk pkasing, nor fess wondcvfiilco eo» 
template^ that after two jvun maxuBoverin^, and un> 
4aiioviiK the stnungest vidssitudes that, perlums, eyct 
aifnMledaoyoneeoRtestsiiioetheeteatMm; botbarmiet 
•re brought baek to the very P<riBt they set out from, 
and that wfaseh was Ao oSmdinir pwty, is now n^ 
•ed to the use of the spads and pielMixe Ibr defeBdCi 
The hand of Providenee has bena so oonspieimus in all 
Ihih that he most be worse than ao infidel that faiclu 
Ihith; and mere than wicked that has aot gxadlude 
«ioi^ t» aakAowtodge his oUigadans* 

November 14, 177S. 



THE qoesdon of the Qinada expeditian, as it noiv 
tCands, appears to meoae of the most interesdog that 
has hitherto agitated ournationaldeliberationa: Ihaife 
•neoi^eotioa to it, untouehed in mv public letter, whidi 
is in my eMimaidon unsurmouiKable, and alarms an vaf 
fise$ngs» for the true and permanoit inteiestr of my 
eoumv|r« 

' Thb is, tbe introduction of a laige body of TteoA 
troops into Canada, and putting iliem into thc4ioisei 
sion of the capital of diat ptovinoe ; attadied to them 
hf the tiatqf hjiwd, bthiftj — niwps, wfigiw, aatf/te* 



„ 1 6v tUtuwdd betM 

mead a tcmpfiio n tpbei eritted byany power MtiiatBd 
Djr 4k 4BB&MO M wwt ii m 0f mMmhiI p6Bk9. CgwHIa 
WRdd be a woM aoqairitian to nanee oo aU aeeoontt ; 
and bseaoe of die namuum inlihitaim, m/bj/ettt 0> 
ber fey tfli^iiatMint «dM wwU aid in pneiernag it hd- 
dn ber power, Mgainit the attempt of e««y odier, 
Aanee. it ii apjpre&ieDdfcd, would hate it in her po«er 
to give law to thete states. Lrt m suppoae, that, when 
the five tbonaand tPo»s (under the idea of that nvmbee 
twice at many mig^ be i nt roduced) were entered into 
the citjr of Qortec, they AaaUi dedare an intention to 
Mi Canada at a plei^ and floxety ftrihe debu due to 
Aanee from the tTnited Stales. It if a ttaxim, foanded 
on tlie u u iv e wal experi^use of mankind, that no natioa 
ittobetmstadfinoier thaa itwboandtaviiaia*ercst; 
and no Modcnt etaipgman or potitieian will fcntare to 
depart tram it* If Feanee diould even engage in the 
•dbeme, in the first instanoe,with the purest inteotiaaai 
invited by eirearaRBnee^ she weniA Mier her riews. 

M ibe Maniais dothpd his proporitiott, when ha 
spokeof ittt>mie^ it would seem to originale wholly 
finn biasMlf ; bat k is fiir ftoB knponUe, that it hMl 
its birth in die cabinet of Fraao^ and was pat into 
tUs artlul dress to give it readier euBKney. I ianay I 
read in the OQfunlcaaBee of some people oo this oeo^ 
SBOD, moic than the distntereRedBeaTof alkies- Ihope 
I am mistaken, md that my ftais of misdUef mafca 
iMsveAne toomodi, and anraken jcakMines that have 
■D snfifaaaat fomatetioo. O. W. 

I apprdhend this was sent to mme eonfidentiat mem* 
herof CSbngreasi and that the praposal of imrododos 
Frenda troops into Cnada hadPewB eoqununicated t» 
CoDgresi by Eayette* IV. Oordoii. 

JprUnf 1779. 

TO speak widkinboondi^ ten thowand pounds wiQ 
flPt eompenmte the kiss I micbt have avoidtfd by beins 
at home, and attending a little to my own oonoemCA 
aninow leeeiriiqf a Adting HI Ike pound in dis^arge 
«f bonds, wUcb ooght to have been! paid roe, and 
irould have been realised before I fel^ Virginia, but Sat 
my iadatoEMe to the debtars* iUasI what is virtue 
eome to, wnata miseiahle change has four yean prada* 
cedin the tempers and dinentiom of dm sons of Am^^ 
liw! ftiodlyifaoektaetotfaiiikof it. O. W# 
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TREAtlNO WITH THE IKDIAN& 

Cenerd "WitJtaafHanH manner tf treating 
' dUhu exemfbfied inthe fManng tpeeai 

SPEECH 



thtbt 
andr^bf. 



Of Can Plant, IMJ Tman^ and Big Tree, to tf^'firal' 
wknt of the United State. 

TO THE GREAT COUNCIL OF THE TUIRTESN 

flRES. 

Tbe meech of Corn Ptant, Half Town, and Big Ttee, 
Chiels and oonmeUon of the Seneca naCknu 

FMer, 

THE voice oP the Seneca nation speaks to jQO— 
<he great coumellor, in whose heart the wiae men of aH 
tbe thirteen fires have phMxd .their ¥riadom; it may be 
very i mall in year ean, and we therefore intreat yon to 
hen-kra with attention, for we are about to speak of 
Aines whiQh ave,4o tis, veicy neat. 

When your army entered oie country of the six iia> 
tions, we ealled you the towndestmyer ; and totbisdbqr. 
«rhen your name fo heard, our woraoi Mk bebina 
them and turo pale, and our children cKng cIok to the 
necks of their motbei s. OOr counselkNS and wanion 
are men, and cannot be afraid : but their -hearts iaee 
grieved with the fears of our women and children, and 
desh^that it may be buried so deep^ as tobe beard no 
BDore* 

When you gave us peace, we called you father ; b^ 
cause you promised to secure us in the possession of our 
buds. Do this, and so long as the land ahall remaiBk 
Chat beloved name will be in tbe heart of evo^Seneea. 

Father, 

We mean to ogien oar hearts before yon, and we 
eamesly deure that voo will let us clearly undeniand 
what yon resolve to aob 

When our chiefs returned from the treaty at fort 
Stttiwix, and laid beftNPe our council what bad been 
done there, our nation was surprised to hear how great 
a country you had compeUcdth^tosivet^toyQii, 
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witiiootyoiiritiylaetouianydliBfffbrit. ^vtrftnt 
minim yontt be»cs were yet sw^Jed with resentment 
against qa, ^ wbat had happened during the war ; bat- 
twt one day you would consider it with more kkidne^ 
We Me each other, what have^we done to deaorve audi 
■CTwere chaatiwement I 

father^ 

When you Idndted your tirirteen fires aepaiateir; 
die ynsb nea assembled at them toU ui^ that you were 
aU brothers—the dukhnen of one great father— who re. 
carded the red people as his children.— Tli^called us 
hKOtbecs, and mvited us to his proteetion. They toU 
OS that be resided heyond the great water, where the 
son ffacst rises— that he was a kinsr whose powtr no 
peoble could resist, and that his goodness was brighf 
as »e iunr-what thgr said, went to our hearts. We. 
aceqKed the invitatioi^ and promised to obey him* 
"What the Seneca nation promises, they faithfully pep> 
farmi : and when you refused obedieDoe to that kijdg, ho 
eontmandBd us to smist his beloved men in malong yoq 
nbefir- In 9beying him, we dSd no more ^n yomv 
selves had led us to promise. The men who elaimedf 
this promise, told us that you were diildreD an4 
had- no enns-that when they had shaken you, you 
would submit. We heaikened tmto them, and were de- 
eesved rnitil 3^ur army approadied our towns. STe 
were deceived ; but your people teaching us to confido 
ia that long, had helped to deceive us; imd we now ap» 
peal -to ycNir heart-^Is all the blame ours ? 

When we saw that we had been deeeaved, and 
beaid Uie invitation whidt you gave us to draw near to 
tut fire, whidiyou had kindled, and ulk with you con- 
ttratog peace;' we made haste toward it. xou then 
taki us you couk) crush us to nothing, and you demand* 
ed from as a great country, as the price of that peace 
which you haA offered to us ; as if oiur want of strength 
had destroyed our rights. Our chiefs had felt your power, 
and were unable to contend against you, ana they 
therefere gave up that country. What they agreed lo^ 
has boumfour nation: but your anger against us must, 
Xiff this time, be oooled, and although our strength has 
Mt increased, nor your power become less, we &s^ you to 
consider calndy— were the terms dictatea to us by your 
«omiias$iiotien, reasonable and jvst I 
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«ld<A eeittnitfid the hmd then given «p to yoo, fiwa 

JKMacetble pwwon of the land wtech iwe inhah^ 
SStimdnorthofthatUnc. Does this pnwaiae tand 

'^ now, we ftittwt y«w, what bu ««« «W2^ 
amcerning that land. Onthedavwefinidiedftetittg 
Stfort SuSiwix, oommiMonew ftem Benpsyljama^ 
Mr chiefs that they had «m»e *«« <»£'«!5«»^2S 
us, all the landi befenging to as wrthm «»«^S«»rf thw 
Ste; and they told us thatijieir bne '^'^^^^^ 
rtvef Susquelianna below Tioga »»«»«*•, 2^^ 
l«ft tti to consider of the baiWHJi until »«»i,'«Ti„™J 
ae« day we let them know Aat we were^^wjing «^ 

aell all ae land within Aeir st^rte, and PJopoKdl tofej 
Sm hSe a part of it, wMch^ ^SS^l^TiiSfSS 
iftthetrniap. Tliey tokJ us diat they "^^J^StiS 
^hole; thatitwasirewlyeedcdtD them by Aew« 
king, at the time of "wdcW peace wihyoOrWrtw 
then thdr own ; but they srfd that they wookl n<5 «*f 
SdJ^ of tllat, and were wiffiog to p^"* «J^ 
after the nutfnier of their ancestors. Om^»«*«« 
unable to contend at that time; «»* t*f5™f dSi. « 
lands np to the line, which was then shown titefS«f 
the line of that state^What *« wmmisnooct^ 
iibout the land having been ceded to them at the p^Wi 
t^ considered as Intended oBbr to »««».*« /^S 
a Jthey passed it by wWi very Bf^ ~?2 ji^^^^S 
thattimerwehave heard so much from otn^J^^^ 
the right to our lands, wbidi Ao kiog ga«;^ ^ 
ihade peace with hin^ that it is our eaimest deere «b«t 

rou wiH tell us what itmwns. ^,. .^ of ow 

Our nation empowered J. L. to kt out \P«V" 'X 
lands. He told us that he was 'S!i}lJ^^^JS' 
this for US, and we fear be has «ieceived «» "> ?S^iS 
tingheo^inedfromusrfm^^um^ 
' that power, a man namriP—,ljMC««»eaiMc^^ 

our whole country northwanl of the line or ^«»^^ 
«bi under a purchase from that L. to whom he sa«i Ije 

JSlnaid twenty thousands i>^^ ^^..^ii^SJSi 
that he had bought it from the council of Ae dUrteen 
fires and Mid tbera twenty thousand more fOTtne same 
-aiKl he also said that it did not belong to us^ for^W 
the gnat king had oeded ilie 'ivMc of it iffiiett 7W> ><**o* 



peMe^ritbUm. Tboi be efadmed the whole caoMvy 
■otth of FfemuyHwiia, and wcit of Ae horit faelone* 
ing t»the CaTuijBs. He denandei i»-4e iubied at 
hb demand, and dedafed to oi that he t^Mild have it 
wSL ItirasimpoMtMelbrottognait hkntUa, and we 
imiiKdlateif Tefbsedit. After Mine dayt, he prapaiBd 
Qinm a liae a sftnl dhd»o» eattwavi af oar wtiiem 
booidary, which wie also refined to i^iree to. He then 
threatened m with imnwdj a fe war, if we ^ not com* 

Ujpoilthif threat, ear oUeftheldaoaHiioil: tad they 
i^ned, duN no event of war cimld be wotk than to mt 
dnven, with oar wives and children, ftom the anly 
emntry which iit hod iliy liKfat to; and thereAre, 
weak a« ont nation was^ my wtenniaed to take the 
dooiee^war xstfbet lama lOfilnit toaodi lo^nit de* 
niands \vhich ieemed to have no hounds. Mr. Stfeet, 
the great trader at NiagarB, was then with as, haviof 
coofe at tlie request of P » ■ ; and as he had always 
pn/esaed to be our great ftiend, we oonstftted 'hial «n 
this subject. He also told as, du| our lands had been 
ceded liy the king, and that we niust give than up. 
Astonidied at what we beaid from every qtootar, with 
hearts aching with eompassion fbr onr women and chii- 
dren, we were thus annpelled to give up all omr eoun* 
m- north of the Hue of Pennsylvania, and east of the 
Chenesee river up to the great roifcs, and east of a souA 
lifie drawn up from that fotfc to the line of Ftons^va* 
Ha* For this land P * aweed to pay as ten thousand 
collars in hand, and'one thonsaiid dollars a years figre- 
ver. He paid us two tfaousmd five hundred dollars ; 
and be sent Gnr us to come hut spring and receive our 
money* But instead of paying us the xemainder of dw 
ten thousaiid deUarst and the one thousand ddlan due 
for the first year, he efllrred only five hundnsd dollue» 
and insisted that he had agreed with us for that sum to 
be paid yearly. 

We debated with him lor six days, during all which 
time he perristed in refasifii^ to pay usour justdemand : 
and he insbted, that we diould receive the five hundred 
doUant and Street iWmi NUgara idso insiHed on our 
rficeivhig the money, as it was oflbred to us. The last 
reason Whid) be asnghed for continuiiw to reAiie pay> 
ior ui wa»-^that the king.had oeded the Imds to die 
toiflteeo fires, and that he hid houghi thm fiom jtM, 
and paid } o« for them. 
US 



178 TUB LIFE OF 

We oouM bete ti^ eonfiisidn no ]oiie<er, and de- 
tern^ned to ppe» tlmwg'h every diffieiikya and lift np 
oar voioe. lo nnt you might heftr u«, and'to elum <liat ae* 
cttrity intbe possessisn w'our Janda, which your eonuni»- 
sioners to qoleinnly promised us : and we now intvat 
you to mquire into our conq»fannti,aad Ut nfresa- oiw 
wrongs. 

Fathtr, ^ ' ' 

Our wnting»it«&e lodged in the bands of S; of 
Nisgai-a, as we suppoted him to be our ftiend ; bat 
when we saw P. consulting S. on every oocaskm, we 
doabted ctf his hcHiesty towards us: and we have since 
beard, tbias he was to receive for his endeavoof;^ to de-- 
eeive us, a piece of land ten miles in widths west of tike. 
Chenesee^iVer, and near forty miles in lengUi, extend- 
ing -to lake Ontario : and me lines of this tract have 
been run aeoordincly, aUhoiqfh no part of it is within 
tha bouods which Bmit bis pwrcfaasfe* 

Fat/ier, 

You have slQd that we weie in yoor land, and 
that by do^ig i^ you could crash uf to nothing. Are 
you raen determuted to cnishusl If you are, tell us so, 
that diose of our nation, who hare become yoor chat 
droi, and have deteitained to (^ so^^may Icnow what 
to dor In this ease, one chief has satd, be would adc 
you Co put him out of his pain. Another, who wiU not 
think of dying by the hand of h?s father w of hb bnH 
ther, has said he will retire to the C^taughque, eat of 
the fatal root, and sleep vtithbis fatharin poiee. 

Before you determine on a measure so unjuvt, kwk up 
to God who made n» as well as you. Webopebeimil 
not permit you, tq^destioy the vnoleof our natioi^ 

FaUter, . • 

Heavour ease. Many nations inhabited ^is eou^ 
try ; but they liad no wisdom ; theref(»e they warred ^ 
together--the six nations were powerful, and compelled 
them topeace. The land, for a great extent, was given 
up to them, but the nations which were not destroyed, 
all conUnued on those lands, and claimei tha pr(rtee> 
tion of the six nations, as bntfhen of their fkthers. Tbejr 
were men, and, when at peace, had a ng^t to live 
upon the earth. 



WASHINGTOV. 173 

The ^nteSMli cane unongr ti«. uid liuite magira ; 
iitty became oiir fatbeta, and took camof us. Sir Wi^ 
littn Johnson cune, and took that fort from tbe French ; 
be became oor father, and pcomiwd to take care of lu ; 
^ohI be did ao, until you were too strong for his king* 
Tahim we gave four miles round Niagara, as a place 
4^tiBde. IVe have already said bow we came to join 
against yom; we saw that we were wrong: we iRimed 
far peace ; ^u demanded a great country to be given 
up to you : it was wnendeved to you, ai the pnce of 
peace : ^aod we oug^t to have peace and posscaakm of 
tbe little bmd wbicb you then leftus. 

« 

Faher, 

"When that great cdnntry wn given np to yoiv 
there were but few chiefs present ; ana they were conw 
pelted to give it up. And it is not the six nations oBHf 
that reproach thme chiefs with having e^vea tip dtat 
.country* The Cbipaways, ^and all tibe nations who 
lived on these lands westwaid, call to tfs, and ask us, 
brodierb4^'our fathers where is the' place viiudi yov 
have reserved fior usto lie down upon ? 

Father, 

Too bav<e eompefled ns to do that which makes 
tu aAaniffd ; we have nothing to answer to the children 
of the brothers of oor fathers. When last spring they 
called upon us to go to war, to secure than a bed to fie 
down upon { the Senecas intreated them to^be quiet, un^ 
we bad spdten to you ; but .on our way down, we heard 
that your army had nme towards the country which 
those natioos cohabited, and if they meet together, tbfft 
best blood on both odes will fall to tbe ground. 

*TiMher, 

We wiU not Mneeal from ^oo, that the nctt 
God, and not men, has |ireserved tbe Com Plain from 
tbe bands of his own nation. For they ask cmitioually, 
.Where it the land wbidi our childroi, and their children 
after them are to lie down upon ? You told us, say they, 
that the .line drawn from Pennsylvania to lake Ontario, 
would mark it forever on the east, and the fine running 
from Beaver creek to Pennsylvania, would mark it on 
the west ; and we see that k is not so ; for first one and 
then another come and take it away, by order of that 
people which TOO tell us promsKd to seoofe it ta os« 
UawiUciitf ferbe haittHmngtoaaawCTfc 
If 3 
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'^fhm tbe mn suMiidowiHheoMibitlicartWfm 
Gfiid, and earner ti«B the sun tippfmn kgaiii mm Ae 
liilis, be zives thankiliw bis pvetectMm dun^ ttn 
lugbt; for be f^ tbatamoDg^mmbeoorae degpamt 
by the injttries'they stutaiD, it n God only that can p«» 
aerrehim. He loves peace: and all he bod ia tiaBre be 
bas given to those who have been robbed by foavpto-^ 

81e, lest they should plunder the immoent tov^a^ 
lemselves. The vhole seamiH wliacb others ba,^ em^ 
ployed in providing Ibr their Ifiwnilies/be has apesit in 
endieavours to preserve peace: and this mamaut Im 
wife and children are lying* on ^ grann^ and in 
of food } his heart is in pain forthem ; but be 
that the Great Spirit wul try his finooessin do 
is right. 

fMer, 

Tbe game, ivhieh the Oteftt Spirit «m into 
Qoontry, for us to eat, is gtring from amon^ us. W^ 
Ibought he intended we shouldtil] tbegrQUod'witfi Urn 
plouni, as the -white people do ; and we talked to oa» 
anpther about it. But before we speak to yoa eautath 
fne this, we must know from yo«r, whed«» tou me^ 
tokave us am) our childreii any land t^ till*, ^^peak 
pbdnly to os^concemtng^is-grratbininess. 

All the land we halve Been speaking of, b e lo ngs J to 
ibe six nations. Ko partofit eVer belonged ts^be fciiK 
of Enghind ; and be could not give it up to you. > Tbe 
land we live on, our fathers reedved finm God ; arid 
they transmitted it to us Ibr oor d^Mren'j ttad we cap* 
not pan with it. . 

Fatlier, , 

We told yoQ, that we would open onr beartt t* 
joa : bear its once more* At fort Soinwix, we agreed 
to deliver up those of our people whu shcmld do yoo 
BQy wrong, and diat you mimt try diera, and pvnin 
tb^acoondingtoyourlaw. wedleliverednptwomen 
JKCordingly : but instead of trying thou according to 
your law, the lowest of yoqr people took them ironii 
%our magistrate, and pot them immediatelr to deatii* 
It is ]ust to punish the murderer with deaoi : but lb^ 
Senecas will not deliver up their people to mea wbp 
filtregaid the tceaties of neir own i»ti09» 



XoDoceiitiaaiof oar nation fti« killed, oMaAtr 
VmAct, mmI of one belt ftiniliea; bqt nose of vodr 
yo^te, w1k» Iwve committed those onivdan, luiiiie wcti 
wobtbed. We leeoUeet that yvq (fid prooiise to ^HMh 
thqie who JcUied car peosle; and we aik, wai it neoHj- 
id^t your people woiud kiU the Scneoas, aud net oolgr 
•emaiB vaanaimed^ but be proteeted fiam the not «r 
JEini ^ 

Tbwe ave tout wrj gieat tblne» ; wekoonrthat 
yiM sne lerjr ■trangv and we have htfud that 7011 am 
viae, and we shall wait to hear jrour answer, that wie 
■ay loiov that you aie jiist. 

ffigned as Fhiladeiphiaf December 17W. 

By the CORK ^ PLANT, 
HALF X TOW*I, 
BIG M TREE. 
Id preaenee of Joseph Nicbobon, imerpieter, and aid^ 
dcy'OliKia* 

RSPLT. 

Tke nplt^ if the ^ruUent vTiht VnM Sma, ts the 
tpueh-rftht C«m PUmt^ Half Town, and Big TVee, ' 
chi^i ami cwn»Mw* rf cAe Seneca nation rf IntHetru^ 

ITHB iiresident of tiie United States, by my own 
month, and bv a written speeeb, sirned by my own 
band, and sealed with the seat of the United States, 
•peak to die Seneea nation, and desire their attowion, 
tlmt they wouM keep this speech in temembrance of 
<liefn«iiddiipof the United States. 

I have reeeivtd your speech with satisfaction, as • 
pnof of your ooidMenee in die jo^tice of the United 
States 9 and I have atteotivelv examined the several ob- 
ieots which yon have kiid bduwe me, whether delivered 
hf vovDT chiefs at I'kies poim, in the last month, to Col. 
IPiekering:, or hiML b&ott me in the present tnontb, by 
Corn Plant and other Seneca chiefs, now in Pbiladei- ^ 

phin. 

iQ the ftrst pbMse, I observe to yon, and I request ic 
may sink deep into yonr mimis, that it is my desii-e, 4 
fend the< desire of tlie United States, that all the mis&> 1 

iie»of the bte war slawrid be fbrgotten, and btnied fw* ; 

mm TItktt ia IVacnre, the United Stnta and (he six i 

H4 • : 



w nj oP t ifcp nM be tnly bnMlien, pranotiiifp ctdkiAmr' 
pnwpcrity by actoof mutual frieuUtip sad j«Mtioer 

I im iMrt vmiB&Enied tbflt therix ntMini faftvebeealBi 
into niiie diAealtiet vMk respect to tbe aale of Aek 
Inris, since tbepesoei But I must inform you that tine 
erib arose befiaie tbe genera} go«'eni&iait4if the UniieA 
Staiei was estaUidied, trhen tbe separate states, ani 
IndivSdaals tmder tbcsr autbority, cdidertipok to tieac 
with the Indian tribes, respecting tbe aale of tbek 
lands. 

But the ease is now entiidy altered. The ceooal 
frovemnent only, has tbe power to treat with ^ lap 
dian nations : and any tnAty formed aad bdd wilfaaitt 
its nitbority, will not be binding. 

Here then is die securi^ for the remainder of yior 
lands. No state OT person can porehasewHir lands, ua> 
J«is at some puUie treaty bdd under the authority of 
die tJaited States. Itie raneial govenunent will nerer 
consent to your bdng doiauded : but it wiU proleet 
yov in all your rii^tts. 

Hear well, and let it be bewd byerery penonlDyoBc 
nation, that tbe president of the Umted l^tes declares, 
that me general goremment considers itself hound to 
protect you in all the lands secured yon by the treaty at 
fort Stanwix,Ybe22d day of October, 1784, eaCept siicb 
part as you may since have fairly sold to penoos pro- 
perly authorised, to purebase of ycu. 

You complain that J. L. and O. P. have obtained voor 
lands, assisted by Mr.S. of Niacam, and thattiiey have 
jtiot complied with their aExeement. 

It appears, upon enquiry -of the govemor <if 1km 
Toik, that J. h* was not legally authorised to treat with 
70U ; and that every thing he did with you, has been 
declared null and void, so that you may rest easy am 
that account. 

But it does not appear fioBi any prooil.yet in tbe 
poasessicff) of government, that CVP.bas dtftaudiul yoi. 
tfy however, you should have any just cause of com* 
■plaiiit a^iinst him, and can make satis&ctory proof 
thereof, me federal courts will be open toyouur va* 
dress, as to all other pcnons. 

But your great object seems to be, the security of your 
remainiag lands ; and I have therefore sipou this point 
meant to he sufficiently strong and dear. 

That In future you cannot hie defjraudedof voiv hmdl. 
'Iliat you possess tbe right to sell, and tibeoTHsiit of t» 
fuOa^ to ndl jaur iaiMki ibtl thordviv JM lala <i^* 
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your bnds, in fotme, will depend cndrdy on yom- 

Bot that ^hen yoa may find it for your intarest to lell 
■DT part of yaor tandi, the Uoited States nuuit be pi» 
sent by their aeeot, and wiU be yoor •ecurity, tbat yoa 
■hall not be denaoded in the baiigain you may make. 

K will, howevar, be important, before you inaibe any 
fVuther «de of your land, that you should deionoine 
among yaonel^et, who are die persons amonc jou, tbat 
shall give such e(Hiveyanoestba«of, as shall be binding 
on yonr nation, and totewr preclude all disputes relative 
to tne validity of the sale. 

That, besidrs the befbre menti<n]ed security /or your 
land, you will perceive, by the laws oi eongress fiir ro- 
rulating trade and intercourse with the Indian trU)e% 
ttei&tlKrIy care the United States intend to take of the 
Indiansb For the particular meaning of this law, I y^ 
fer yoa to the explanations given tbe^f, by Col. Flcie* 
csing, at Hoga, whieh, with the laws, are herewith dtj- 
livcredio you. 

You hare said in yoor speedi, that the game isRWT^ 
m^y finn^ among vou, and that you thought it taede^ 
sign of the Great Spirit, tliat you till the ground ; but 
huore you speak vmon this subject, you want to know. 
uriiether the Unitea States meant to leave ytm any land 

to tilt 

You now know, that all the lands secured to you by 
die treaty of fort Staawix, excepting sudi parts as you 
may onoe have fairly sokl, are yours ; and tiiat only 
Tour own acts can convey them away. Speak, tbere- 
Ibre, your wishes on the subject of tilling Ute ground, / 
tbe United States will be happy to afibrd you every as> 
^stance in the only bustnesi, which will add to your 
UUfflben and luppiness. 

The murders, which have been committed upon some 
of your people by the bad white men, I sincei-ely 1»- 
aaent and reprobate: and I earnestly hope, tbat the 
veal mwderers wiU be secured and pv^nisfaMl as they die- 
serve, l^is business has been sufiicienUy explained to 

Sa here by tlie governor of Pennsylvania, anid by Cul. 
ckering, in bdialf of the Uuiuxl Sutes, at Tioga. 
The Seoecasmay be assured, that Uie rewards ottered 
' fior ap^Kfhendiug the murdertrs, will be continued until 
they are secured for trial ; and that when they shall i>j 
apprehendtsd, they will be tried and puaishtd as if they 
taa killed white men. 
Having answered the most material parts of your 
HS 



1f& TKE LIFE OF 

▼>w»ge, aave lonr oootinued their mutdets and denre. 
Jey hj«re iw only wla^Tto^^^t?';^^^ 

f«new«d Aeir mcunioDs and murfen, wi^ ^n^ 
violeiMe than ever. I have thercfot«Sen SiS3^ 

of tbar madness. I sincerely hopp that theywln^ 
to to p^oi^ and Dot lequfie tSbe foiSS SbJiSl 

SffiL^S^f^JS?*.'^ *^ humanity ; but they will i5 
«fe^the depredati«u. <rf the bad J mlto'J^g^^ 

My dedre is, that you woold caution bD the ScneeaiL 
SSs"* ^*«*E«» to Viwent their nuh youngWfiSS 
Iwmng the MTiami JMia« • for the iStSaSS. oS 
jot *M«ingrui8h the tribes to which bad IndiaoTSS?^ 
•ndgrerytnbe must take care of their ^!m^S^* 

Si wSiS? *^*!!l "** '^^^ known to me, SdS 
CJnited States, I have directed the aecmarv tif war te 
n?f*ehini a present <rf two huiidStSdiSr Sfto^ 

^lifr^^"**^®"^ AndlhavealsodireSrfS 
wweury of war to make suitable presents to ^^Z 

mwfef^^SS'^^^^^-^J^JtotheotlM^chiS 

, Bemember njy words^ Srnecas: continue i»hi» .«»». 
3n your friend/ip fi^tlie UnitJd^Sf m thl^ 

a??!i«?»S^.^l^"' fututeh^piDSJTaSdTOuSS^ 
rely upon their kindness and protection. '""**>" <°?y 

An agent diall soon be. appointed to reside Sn «rt««i« 
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Peeembcr, in the year of our Lari 1790, uod 
in tbe fifteenth year of Hie sovereigBty and iode> 
peodenoe of the United States* 
*^^^ G. WASHINGTON. 

By thepwsiteit .j^^^^g JEFFERSON. 

Simdted in i3ie coUt^iAiee ior the state ^ Fennsyl?*' 

iaia, in eommisskm hook, No. l, P^IJJfjJp^^^jll, 

ON WASHINGTON. 

Nat 80 the patriot cMcf, who darci withstand 
The base inyaden of hit native hmd— 
Who makes her weal Ins noblest, on^ enoh- 
Bntes but to aewe her, fights bttt to defend—- 
Ber voice in coancil, and in figiit her sword, 
liOfvM as a father, bare]y iiat adorU; 
V^o, firmly virtuous, and humanely brave,, 
Srives not to conquer fellow-men, but save. 
On worth like Ms the muse ddights td wait^ 
Reveres alike in triumph, or defeat ; 
downs with true fflory, and with spottess fame. 
And, fix*d on his, forgets proud FredMe's natne. 
Sa times like these, if such a man there b^ 
Wiio docs not feel, that WasHngtm is he ? 
Hail^ first of patriot! ! form'd by heavVs own haadi, 
lirst to preserve, then teach thy native land : 
Whose arm was norv'd by freedom, vrben he fought, "1 ' 
Whose pen bright wisdom guided while hewrote— >■ 
Whose conduct seals the lessons he has taught—. J , 
£rom whose wise page Columbia's rising youth, 
Must gather public bomrar, faith, and ttuth ; 
Tliere learn by tiroes, that freedom's sacred cause 
Must sink, when faction bursts the gen'rous laws, 
By whdom framed, the wayward tooontroul ', 
And from the public iaody tears the soul. 
Hail happy man ; tiby animating name 
To latest times «hall kindle fre^m's flame, 
The greatful breasts of fti^rc myriads fire. 
When hea*vn4aught baids shall strike the soundsaglytf^ 
And tell them, gtowing with a conscious pride, 
Thott wait tfitir ohlsf del»v*rer, panait, guide* 



liD TKBUF&CXr 

XJETTEIL 

WashiogtoD^t kUer on framing tht/ederai muteMiur* 

In oooTefltioD, Sept«i7, 1787« 

Sir, 

y^E hare nofw die honour to submit to the ooiui* 
deratiao of the United States in c ou p tas anembfed, 
that coDttitotion which hat appeared to ua the nott adk 
Tinlde, 

The friends oi oar country have kmg seen and de- 
lired, that Ae power of makmewar, peace, andtrok- 
ties. that of le^ne money, and regulating commeroev 
toA the oorresponaent executive and jiidkial author^ 
ties, shoidll te fully and efftctually vested in the gene> 
m government of the union ; hut die in»»ropriety of* 
delegating sodi extensive trust to one bodv (2'men is 
evident. Henoe results the necessity of a aiflferent or* 
ganizatiosi. 

It is obviondy impraedcable in the federal govcriH 
tnent of these states, to secure all ri||[facs of inde^o^ 
-^dent sovereignty to each, and yet provide for the inte- 
rest and Mfety of alK Individuals entering into socieiy, 
mut give up a share of liberty to nresene the rest. 
The magnitude of the saciiBce must aqvoid as well oo 
situationand circurostauoe, as on the object to be ob- 
tained. It is at all times difRcult to draw with preei- 
aacsi the line between those n^u which must be soi^ 
rendered, and those which may be reserved; and on 
dirpresent occasion this difficulty was increased by • 
did&ence aniong the several states, as to dieir situatioii, 
extent, habits, mi particular interests. 

In all ourdetibentionson this subject, we kept steadi- 
ly in our view, thirt which appears to us die greatest 
interestof every tme American, the cmucUdati&n tfmar 
vrtim, in which is involved our promeril^, fefidty, 
saftty, perhaps our natimal exiatence. This important 
consadentioo, sorioosly and dee|»ly impressed on oar 
adnds, led eadi state in die convention, to be less rigid 
OQ points of inferior magnitude, than might have been 
odierwise expected : ana thus die constitution, whidi 
we now poesent, is the result of a spirit of amity, and 
of that mutual defeienoe and coneesnon, which die 
peculiarity of our poHtkal HtuaUm rcnmtd tntB^fenr 
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That It wiU meet ibe fun md cnih« mrohBtion of 
every stat«, is not, padnpt, to be expeeted ; but each 
will denbtim, consider, that had her inieresu been 
akme consulted, the oonsetpienees migfathave been tiar- 
ticulaxly diaMpreeaUe or iaijiaioiu to others. Hiat it is 
liable to as tew 6xeeptioos, as could reasonably have 
beoD expeeted, we hope and believe. That it may pro- 
mote me lasting welfare of that country so dear to as 
aU, and secure her freedom and happiness^ isoiarmost 
wleDt wislw 

VTiUi great lespect, we have the honour to be. 
Sir, yonr excellency's most obedient 
and humble servants, 

-GEORGE WASHLttGTC^, 
President. 
By unanimous eider of the eonyeqlioft* 
His eseelkDey, the prendettt of coagKSa* 



A FUNERAL OIIATION, 

ON 

THE J^EATH OW 

])di«ad.liyJ«M.Maiani XKD. 
^y^f^toiattnauofafmmberffthe Clergy tf New Thrh 

THE tOnoBK of dki« day Maog kas to 
doqaenoe than to grief. We eddnne oae of thoie 
dveat eventt, whieh, by uiriting piddic catemity widi 
^vate aiBiction, create in ev«ry bonm a respoiMe to 
the throei of an empire. God, who doeth wondos; 
ivhose ways mutt be adored but not qnenioiied, in ae* 
vcring from the embraces of America her fint beloved 
)i«lxiot, hat imposed on her the duty of bkmdtnif Hii> 
pamoned feeling with profound and unmurmurii^ aub* 
mUskm. An assembled nation, lamentiitt a father in 
their departed chief ; ahsoilRng every in^or connd» 
ntion in the sentiment of the& eommoo loss; mine* 
linr their recollections and their antieipations ; tfaev 
wimes, their regrets, their symnadues, and &eir tears, 
is a speetade not more tender than awfiii, and exoitei 
emotKNis too mighQr for utterance, I should have no 
right to ooni|>1ain, Americans^ if, instead of indulging 
me yrkCti your attention, you should command mrto te- 
tirr, and leave you to weep in the silenee of woe. I 
■hottld deserve the reprimand, were I to awcar befooe 
you with the pretenooos of eult^. Nof Eidogy haa 
mistaken her province and her PP^*on when she aa- 
aumeaforher theme the ghiry of ^f^ifAiif^an* His deeds 
wbA his virtues are his nigh elogium. His deeds moat 
^fi^miliar to your memories, his virtues most deiff to 
your affisctions. To me, therefore, nothing is permit* . 
ted, but to borrow from youndvea. And thoagh n 
p^ietl more dating than mine would languish in at> 
t^npting to retrace die livine lines whieh tne finger cf , 
Truth has drawn upon your hearts, you will bear with 
me, while on a subject which d^mes ereiy thing «»> 
lated to it« *1 tell you ihM vlach yw youidvetdd 
luiiw** 



11* mme of JTaiArfljfM, flomiected vitb ftO tlNi it 
Mat brilliant in tke UstOKy oC ovt eauntrsr* and Id ho* 
man diaraeter, awakens aematknn whi{;h ablate the 
fervan of yimdi, and wtarm ibt cfaiU bosom of age. 
TnuMported to the titbet wfaai Ameriea rote to repel 
her wnngs, aod to elaim herdeituues, a toene 1^ btilin^ 
ton gpcandeur bunt* upon our view. Long had her fiHat 
doty expostulated widi parental injusioe. I/mg did 
ihe deprecate the rapture of those ties wfaieh she Imm 
been iN»ud of preservins and displarhig* But her 
humble intreaty spurned ; a^wsoons R41o««d by tfie 
rod, and the rod Iqr s e u rp imi s , havimr dnnged naioo* 
stranee into munnur, and murmur into renstano, she 
tmnfrrs her grievances from die throne of eardi todie 
throne ef heaven ; and pftoedes by an appeal to the 
epd of battles, her appedi to the sword dT war. At 
issue aosv ^ridi the nustrevof the seas; unftiinidied 
with equal means of deftnee; die convuliivC' shock 
flpproMliUws and every evil omen passsnr befiwe her, 
one step w radmess or d ftatty asay seal her doom. 
In tins aeoomoiation of tieolie, who dudl eoromaai 
hereonfidenee, and fac&her dangers, and eoadoct her 
eause? God, whose kii^domruledi over aH, prepares 
from afar the sostrumeats best adapted to his puvposeb 
By an jnflaenee which it wouU be as iiratkmal todis* 
|Hite, as it is vain to scratiniase, he stirs up the spirit of 
tbestatesman and the soldier. Minds on which he htm 
bestowed the elements of greatness, arebrougftt, by Us 
pnividenoe, into eooiact with exigencies whieh rouaa 
them into action. It is in die seasbn of eflRnt and of 
pail tiuit impotenee disappears, and energy arises. 
The whiriwind whidi sweeps away the ^low«wonaB, 
uncovers tiie fireiof genios, and kjndles it mto ablaaft 
that irradaaftes tt onee bodi die aenith.and the polear- 
^nt ameog the heroes who sprung frosBobMurity, when 
tibe eolI»e, diecoonting^ioQse, and the plough, teemed 
with '*^tbonderbolta of war," none eouid, in all ve»^ 
speets, meet the wants and the wishee of America. Sho 
reqairad, in her leader, a man reared under her own eye ; 
yt^ coroMned. with dittinguished talent, a c h am et w 
abov« suspicion; who had added to his phyiical and 
moral quuities the esperioice of difficult service; • 
man who should eooefiatTate in himself the public al^ 
feetionsandcanfideoees; whodmildknoiwhowtomul- 
tiidy the energies of evoy other man nnder his direo' 
tion, aged to make disaster itself the means of nieeest^ 
his arm ftllMnM, and bis name fthetti 8iichBna» 
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Hwcre slmost prammpiicntoexpeet; hat sodistnui 
all«tiliiig HoiyeD had provided, mad that taaa was 

9ntnwotaA already in ^nor^ be » samnumed Iq^ 
bit country to the prfremin^ce of toil and of dangert 
Unallund l^ the charms of -opukiice : unappallcd by 
(be hazard <a a ddlHoils warfare : onmoved by the pros* 
pect of' beifig, in tbeevent of failure, the first aaoA most 
coDspieuous victim, he obeys her mandate, bemuse he 
loves bis doty. The restive is &m. for the probatioo is 
terrible. His tbreatre is a world : nis ciMu«e, a family 
of nations ; the interest staked in his bands, ibic pros* 
petityof roiUioQs unbocninages tocome. His roeatt% 
nnder aidiitom on hig^, the resoorees of his own breasti 
-with the raw recniiu and irregular supplies of di» 
tneted colonies. O crisis worthy of such a herol~— 
Followed .by her little bands, Iter prayea and her tears, 
iVashingtan ^poyaes ^ quajrrd or his country. As he 
moves on to the OMiflict,every heart palpitates, and every 
kneetremblef* Hie foe, alike valiant and veteran, pr^ 
mts no easy conquest, nof ought inviting but to those 
who had consecrated dieir biood to the public weal. 
Hm Omnipotent, who allots great enjoyment as the 
meed of great exertion, had ordained tnat America 
should be free ; but that she should learn to valae the 
blesong by the price of its acquisition. She shall go to 
a ** wealthy frfw^," but bar way is *^ through fire and 
tbro«igh water." Many a generaos cbief must Ueed, 
and many a gallant youth sink, atbis side, into the »»• • 
prised grave; tibe field must be heaped with slain; the 
purple torrent must roll, ere the angtj of peace dea* 
eena with his olive. It is here, amid deVastatioa, and 
horror, and death, Uiat Wathingten must n'aprbis lati* 
rds, and engravehis troplnet oti the shieldu^ imrao^ 
tabty. Shall Delaware and Princeton? Shall Mo» 
fiioqth and York I— But I may not iwrtieularize ; far 
less repeat the tale which Ixmes recite, wluch poets 
sing, and. Fame has published to a listening worldi 
Every scene of his action Mtu a scene of his tiiumptb 
Mow, he laved the republic by more than Fabian ea«K 
tioB ; Now, he avei^jed her by mote than Carihagrniaii 
fiei-eeoess* Whil& at every stroke, her forests and her 
UHs re^fohoed to her shout, '* The sword of the Lmi 
and of WiuiangtMii^^-'-'Sot was this the vain applause 
of partiaHty and enthusiasm. The blasted scbeines of 
Britain ; her broken and her captive hosts, pipelakned 
tbe terror ef Us arms. Skilled wew bor.^d^ aoA 



V«w Imv legioM: tiot bMierrand Ain lendoed ti^ 
• ecmquest more worthy of WiuNngtan, Time, he lOf- 
^feted, in his turn, reoube md even defeM. It wM 
both nataral and needPuk Unehequeied with levene^ 
his ttory would have reaemMed rather the-'fietiom or 
ronuoiee, than the tnithof mutative : Andhad heteen 
ndtfaer defeated nor repiilted, -we had never seen all the 
gi-ancfeur of his soul. He arrajpcd himself in fresh ho- 
nours by that whidi ruins even the neat-- Vieissitade* 
-He ooold not only sohdoe an enemyk hot, what is inft* 
nitely more, he could subdue nmfortune* With an 
equanimity wbidi-gave temperanoe to vietory, and 
chenfulness todisaster, he balanced the fortunes of the 
state. lo the &ee of liostiie prewesss In the midst of 



'mutiny and treasont Surrounded with ananishmen^ 

•irresolution, and despondence, WiuMngtm reraaiBea 

Crect, unmoved, invineiUe* If^iatever Ufc Ametiefi 

smght endure in maintaining her rights, she enihcd 

that she had nothing to fiear'Trom her eomraaader m 

chief. The evoit justified her most sanguine presages. 

That invisible Ittnd which gilded him at first, comi- 

-ntted to eiiasd and to guide mm throiqih thesueeenve 

'8t»|(^or therevcAution* Nurdidhe aooeuntitaweahp 

-ness-ta bend4be knee in homage to its supieniaey, 

aiW prayer for its dhrction. This was the armour of 

Wathinkton : This the salvation of his >eouiitry. 

The mme^of her seduction at kngth abandon e d ; her 
war of lioerty Twought, in the estahKshment of tndo> 
pendenoe, to that bonourabte oonelusion for whidi it 
.had been undertaken ; the hour asrived when he was 
to resign the trust which he had accepted with diiB* 
deaoe* To a mind less pure and elevated, the aluatioii 
vS America would have furniiAed ^ pretext, as well 
as the means, of military usnipalioiu Talents equal 
to darins oiterprize ; tlie derangement of puhhc afr 
ihirs ; unbounded popularity ; and the devotion of a 
>«u6erin^ army, -would have been to every other a 
strong, and to almost any other, an irrenstiUe tempi 
■tatioo* In ff^atfungton they did not produce even the 
pain of ael£denial, They added the test proof of hia 
disinterestedness ; and imposed on his country the last 
.obligation to nadtude* Impenetrable t^ eorruptiuf 
in^ueiiee ; deaf to honest but erring soHcitatiim ; irre- 
concileable with every disloyal sentinient. he uiged the 
oeoesaity, and set the eaample,of tenog down in peaee» 
j^ms assumed for the cooonon deieneck But tosepot> 
catei'xoiik the vauqftn^mt «f hk dioftt aivl iiU glory » 



InvfttboB far ««fr, athonmnd •BDnUons 

JU« littit, and Allibe aoldieriaeltediMdieiBaiu 

wllo has Ao tandemei^ fafts oo magnanimity. 




•mifeii eoiiU vampiidi, and Wathington «ouId vMBi> 
Never vrat aSe^tium mote cordially reciproeated. T|p 
Hiatndhand; the aiknt aaguisbj the apomaneoustev 
friolcKns down the Marred obeek: the vUtful iool^ 9^ 
•te iMnd, a!«eT tha warrior who diouid' nev^r ami 
point their way tOvTiefiOT-^fomi a flO»e for aaMnvs 
pahuev, and far ■atiueHi htoA 

Rot w« must not loae, in our senrilality, the lememr 
hranee of his penetntnn, las mMdenoe, his regard of 
pid4ie honour, and ot pHhlio faith. Ahhorrine-oat- 
nge ; jealous Ibr tibe rqiutatiao, and dreading the <•- 
•esMo, of even a gallant anay, flushed with eooqu^ 
•piaMjpted hf inoendiaiies, and sheHered by a annblanCB 
«f iwht, his hut act ot^ authority is to dimiss them to 
theirhomies withodt entering fin^ «aiatal« Accomiia* 
nied with a hwdfultif traops, he refinrs to the council 
of the States, md, Aaang^ them, siirtenders to Us 
eountry the sword whif^'he had drawn in her defvnoa* 
Singuur pheMvnenoa ! ffiufungtan heoomes a private 
sdrizm. He exduuiges suprone oomatand for w tia»> 
^Hlity of domestic Ulia. Ooj iDOomparaUe man { to 
snomno less the ciric virtues, tluui the splendid at- 
dnevements of die field : |Qo, rich ia the •eonseioasiiess 
^tfay hirii deserts: Go, 'with the admiratioa of the 
world, with die plaudit of milliora, and the orisons of 
millions more for dkj temporal and thine eternal bKss! 

llie giory of watlungton seemed now corapkeifr 
"While the anivcsaal voaoe proclaimed that he might do- 
«Kne, wjth honour, every niture burden, it was a wish 
lind an opinjon, almost as miiversa], that he would nak 
jeopardize the fhme whieh he had so noblv woik Had 
penonal eonriderations swayed his iuilnd this would 
nave been his own decision, fiat, ontuMned inthepld* 
iosophiim of the age, he had not kamed to vemnat 
the maxims of whdora from the ioiunctions of dutr. 
His soal was not debased by that rooia] oowatdioe yMiS^ 
fears to risk Bopofairity fer the genenal good Having 
assisted in the formatMMi of an effieiait goiveniraeBt 
which he bad refused to dktateor en&itse at the mouth 
of his eanon, he was ready to contribute the weight of 
Mschaiacter to iumrc its effeou And his eoumry ro> 
lolcwl in an opportvnity of fectifying, that, nuieh asahe 
loved and iNstiAiMheiat lie iMtoved^ttkd 



8aM,lirka>iimitiMa»ffiiffiige>ilto|tiot«r 

Ike ftate^ he appnaebee iheiw^l kelm, and gnwphig 
il With eqiial fininen urf case, dcanoiMtiatei tkat Jbimt 
sf power cattte no endmmttment to hinu 

'In w myvel an escperiment, at a nation fnnnhie^a j^ 
fttnonent tot heaelf under no impulse hot that of raa> 
aon [ adoptinif h throii|;b no foioe not ifae foree of ooiw 
fiction ; and yuttinff it iiHo operation withotit bloodp 
ihed or ▼iokswe, it was aU importent that her fink 
nagialaate ^jheuyA poMeas her nnhoiaided good>wj|^ 
Those ekments of discard whieh lurked in tfaedivent^ 
of local interett; in the oeUirian of poKtieal thswies ; 
in the irritations of party ; in the disappointied or gnt^ 
lied ambition of iid[ividiials; and wliicK notwiih&ind* 
inr hcv pfvaeeful trsxirition, thnvtened the haroMnir 
^rAmenea^ it was fiv Wathiagtan ahme to contmni 
aaid -repress. His tried integrity, his ardent p a trio ti s m, 
weve instead of a w>ktme of aguments for the exoellcnot 
«f that system whiah he approved and siq»pacte4 
Amongrthe limple and honest, whom no artinoe waa 
OBoiMra toensnare, there were thousands who knew 
littk of the phikMoohs or govenunent, and less of the 
trice machiiiery or the oonstitutian ; hut they knew 
ihat ^Ctfirrwtsn was wise and good ; <diey knew it was 
Impossible that 7^ AmniU betray them ; and by this they 
were rescued iwm the fangs of faction. Ages will not 
temish so instructive a comment on that casdinal viiv 
tne lof repuhhcans^ eonfidenoe in the men of their 
ahmce; nor a more sahitary antidote against the ^e»> 
tilential principle,' that -the tool of t repuUio is jei^ 
laMy> At the eommencerocnt of her ftidcral gowm* 
ment, mistrust would have rt^ned America; in ooddp 
ienee^ she found her safety. 

The xe4ip{ieaninee of ffeuhhigtm as a statesmM, e» 
cited the can.|ectare of the oM worM, and tbeaniety 
dt the new. His martial fame had fixed a criterion^ 
fcowevcr inaccurate, of his eivi) administration.' MBit* 
«U7 genios does neither eonftr nor imply political 
nfaiiityi. Whatever meiit may be attached to thefaculty 
of arranging the prineiples, and prosecuting the detaili, 
of no axsny, it most be conceded tlmt vaster conpre* 
hensioiK belong to the statesman. Ignorance, vsmty, 
the hyve of vuiAn, and the k»ve of mischief, aflllctiH| 
to sneer nt the *' mystery of govcnimeDt,'* ha^-e indeesi 
taa^t, Uuit common sense and common iranesty ave 
hb only requisitn. Ilie nature ot' thhigs and the ex* 
V«ScB«e4r€V8Cy ffl o pfc, in every age, ttMh«dill^ 
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the 'fmunBi* But V» compewm diniijr, and fimif 

'" teaucea hy il 



, are 6qual to the peril. Unteduced hy fiaud ; un 

taxjffled by threat; umwed by clamoar ; be holds en 
Ut (CeKljr way, and again be saves his eouotry. With 
fen decision on the part of Watidnzton^ a generoDs but 
Boistalcenjurdour would have plonged her into the whirl* 
pool, and left her till this hoar the sport of the c<n^ 
tODding elements. Americans.' bow totbat magnaoi- 
BMus poiiey^ vhiehpniected Toiir dearest interests at 
the'^hi^ard of incttrmg vour displeasure. It was thus 
that Waahington provea himself^ not in the cant of the 
day, tMt in the procurement of substantial good/ in 
gtepping between them and perdition, the servant of the 

"nie historian 'of this period will have to record a 
revolt raised by infatuation, against the bw of the land. 
He wiU have to record the necessity which compelled 
even Wasfut^on to suppress it by the sword. Bat he 
will have to reooid also bis gentleness and his lenitv. 
]>eeds of severity were his saa tribute to justice: deeu 
«f hamanity, die native suggestions of bis heart. 

JBil^t yearsof glorious administration created a daim 
•D the indulgence of his countir, wfa^ none, couht 
tluok of disputing, but which all lamented should be 
oreed. The ends which rendered his services indispen* 
dme, being mosthr attained^ he demands his restun- 
tion ta private liie. Rerigmng to an abk successor the 
itigns which be had euided witn characteristic felicity, 
he cnee more bids adieu to public honours. Letnothia 
notices be mistaken or forgotten. It was for him to set 
as great examples in the relinquishment, as in die 
acceptance, os power. No mortified ambiti<Mi; no 
haupity-ifiq^sts; no expectation of hiriier office, 
prompted his retreat. He knew that foreign nationa 
•ODsidered bis liib as the bond, and his influence as the 
vital spirit of our uniosi. He knew thatliis own lustre 
threw a shade over othei's, not more iujurious to them. 
Aan to his country* He wi^ed to disfiel the enchant- 
ment of his own name : be wished to relit:ve the appre- 
hensions of America, by, making her sensible birher 
riches in other patriots ; to be a ^lectator of her pros- 
perity under dieir management ; and to oonvince heiw 
teir, and to convince the world, that she depended leni 
OD him, than either her enemies or her friends believed. 
•-And thereforc he withdrew. 

Having lavished all her honours, his country had no* 
ihiug lOQi-e to bestow ujxin him except her blessing* 
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aad his Mlntt, the ccndiKuea vbdam of all hie ttmm 
ttrnti ^toemtioti «id experleDee, iKii^Tnv toi6s om* 
Mtnots id's maAuiil wtinhy of tfaem to«itudy, aal of 
fdra to tsompo*^ And 'now, when tliey ooulcl hope m 
enjoy only the aatisfitetioii of itiU peueniiigr, hbOi i3m 
pteaiure of receUDting fek acts, and the tMenratof pBM» 
tiling bis lestons, diey aeeompaay his Mturemi^ MiUb 
Aeir asptntions, that his evening may he as setaM^ M 
his mondng had been fhir, had his nowi ce^lendent. 

That he should ever i^fahi eodoie the aofitiitudes of 
afilQe, ^ma raHier to be deprecated than deriicd. Be* 
oause it must b« a crisis sai^httlY pacteaaMu^ whidi 
could justify another invasion or m? repose* . ¥nm 
gndbi a necessity we fbndly pvonuaed oan^««s esBcmp- 
tion. Flattering, fhlkeioas security I The sadden whini 
winid springs out of a cainu The .^cfrolutions of • da^ 
procfaiiin that an empite was* Howevei^ remoie tiw 
MMition of AmeriM; however neaceful her ehamelari 
Mwever caatious and leiiaitable her poKcrr ; die «M 
not to go unmolested by the gigantie fiend of Oaltted** 
Ittihation. That she was- nee and happy, was trtae 
and proToeation enough. He fiistened on her his. rnofc 
derous eye ;. he was pcepariog fbr- ^lat deadfy emfaeaee^ 
in whieh nations su|nne and creduloias had abeady pa> 
pshed. Reduced to theidtemative ct sweUfaig die sa- 
tak>uge of his victims, or arguing her cause with Ae 
hay«tet and th^ ballf sbo bursts tbeiU>fated boods whidi 
had linked her to his desdbies, and assumes the tant 
And attitude of defianee. The gauntlet is cast. Tit 
press en is perilous: to letTeat destruction; !9he knlEi 
wistfully round, and calls for IKfuMi^em. TheweU* 
icnown toice, that toioe which he |»d eier aeeountcd 
a hiw, pierce the retieets of Vemiaa^ and tinitts bSt$ 
bosom. Domestic enjoyments lose' thetf chum ; repMS 
becomes to him ingforioav; eviery saeiifioe is eheapi 
and every exertion easy, when his beloved ooootiy m* 
quiies his aid. With all the idacrity uf yoi^ he fliel 
to hiar succour. The helmet vit war panaes his aSlvtf 
locks. His sword, whicbrdishonour had never tarnished, 
nor corruption poisoned, he once more undieaths. ana 
prepares toKceiveon its point the insolenee cv that 
lioe whose inMgne he had f<aied by his wisdom.. 

It must ever be d^Beuit to eompaie the merits of 
JVas/ungton*9 characters, because he always Mweared 
gtestest in that which be hist sustained. Tetirtbeieia 
a'pidcreoec^ H must be aaigoed to the X^CtttcMM 



y/fswotamx. ni 



(Batfni«f4teAiiiiiM«)f AsmIcs*. MbtbMMiailMr 
dmlei of that •tatton *w»e more andtioiir tkaii tfaMft 
vikidi* he Ind oflen fioArnwd^ Imc beewne it bmi* 
fidlv dtsplftreil his nrngnnnitnityt VW^ others b» 
conieimt bj^ elevatkn, muMngtm beoomes greater 
breoadeacefksioo* Maiehlen patridt ! to sloop, on pab- 




isUMiiannent : we ukuH thbt we aro Anericuu. We 
Aqrurenrerrthtn? great, and gwdi and haopyir-But 
wtoice this sadden honror ? what means that ery of 
aeony ? Ohl 'tis the shriek of America ! The fairy 
i^Aon isfledt »^a«*ingf#ftis— — noraoie!— 

**How are the mighty iaiOko, and the weapons ef 

war perished P , . * . 

^ Daogliten of Ameiiea, wllo erst prqMred the festal 

liower and the iaarel-wrra.the, phuit mw the cypres*- 

nove^ and wuer it with temrs. 

**Wxiw are the mighty fstQe^ atnd the weaponsof 
war perished l^ . 

. ' The death of fl^%uMn«f«ft, Amer$ean^ has revealea 
i^escaaat at oat loss, n has given us the final proof- 
^t we never mistook him. Take his aifecting test»> 
n«)t, and read the secrets of his soul. Read all the 
tfower of domestic virtne. Read his sttm^ love of le^ 
ters and of liberty. Read his fidelity to Republican 
nrincfple, and lias jealoosy ot' national eharaeter. Read 
St devotedness to you in hts military bequests to near 
Rlations» " These swOTds," they are the words of 
n^a^ngtm, ** dieae swoids are accompanied with an 
injiioetion not to uniheath them for the purpose of 
sbed^TWrblood, except it be for sdf*defenoe, or in de« 
fboee 01 tbdr eoimtry and its rights ; and in the latter 
oaae, to heep them unsheathed, and prefer fallinir with 
gbem in their hands to the relitiqaidnnent thereof.** 

In Us acts, Americans, you Imve seen the man. In 
Ae complicated excellence of Ghflracter,he stands alone* 
Lrt no rature Pltttareh attempt the iniquity of parallel* 
Let no soUUer ci fortune;- let no usurpmg conqueror; 
1^ not Aiejiander or Csesar ; let not Cromwell or Bona- 
parte ; let none among tlie dead or the living, appear 
va the same picture with fyhsf^gton : or let than ap- 
pear as the shade to his light. 

On this subject, my countrymen, it is fi>r odiers to 
Mteeulafee, but it is for us to red* Yet in proportion to 
tb9 08fttisj of the stroke, ooght to be our thaokf^lveii 
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llMttkwKiaot inflicted aooiKr. Throvikft taig«ai|» 
of jOM has God fxeaerre^ oar Wiuhingtmt • piAfie 
Memof : and now dnt iie has removed faim fee ever, 
•hall we preMuae to qay, U^hatjbut thmi f Ntver did 
the tomb pteaeh iDOKpoweruiUy the dependence of 
all tilings 00 the wiU of the &to^ High* The greatest 
of moitab crumUe into dust, the moment he cooi-. 
mands, Return, ye etuUhren, ^ men, WaMngjtm wu 
but the instniiaeot of a henii;iuint God. He sickeoi, 
he dies, that we may kam net to trxtst in men, nor to 
make Jbah wf' arm. But thou^ tVaehtngjton is dead : 
Jehovah lives. God of our &tbecs ! be our God, and 
die God (^ our duldxen ! Thou art our refbge and our 
hope; the pillar ot' our strength; the wall of our de 
fence, woA our unfading etorvl 

Americans ! This God who raised ap Wiuhingtcn^ 
snd gave you liberty, exaet&irom yon the duty of ehe* 
risliing it Sntk a zeal acooiding to knowledge. Never 
sully, ny a|>atfay or by oatrage, your &ir inner itsmcew 
Risk not, tor one moment, on visionary theories, the 
solid blessings of your lot. To you,' particularly, O. 
youth of America I applies the solenui charae. In all 
the perils of your coimtry, leraember WdsUngtm, 
The freulom of reason and of right, has been handed 
down to you on the ptnnt of the heroes sword. Guard, 
with veneration, the sacied deposit* The curse of ages 
will JBfA upon vou, O youth ox America !^ if ever you 
surrender, to foreign ambiticHi, or domeytic tawlessness. 
the precious liberues &r whidi Wa^UngUin fbught, and 
your fathers bled. 

I caiuiot part with you, fellow^itizens, without urg- 
ing Uie long rememteance of our .presscnt asat:mUy. 
This day we wipe away the reproach of repuhUcs, 
that th^ know not lu>w to be gratefU* In your 
treatment of living patriots, recal ^-our kive and your 
regret of JVathingtnu Let not future inconsisttawy 
c-.harg^ tliis day \Wth bjy'pocrisy. Happy America, it 
she gives an instance ot universal principle in her sor 
rows for the man '* first in u'ar, first in peace, and fii^t 
In the aSecci(»u of his country.** 



}fi^ T&BUrB(H|^ 



THP JlS^fTS ABDRESSi 

UandyU the pruUkut fTMe UniUdStala ^ Jmcrka, 
17, ITWW 



fEBJOTdie dddfenef the steNk of Abniiinitti 
mpluMli |wi» vkh ^ moit tmdiai sSeetioD fload «» 
tmmlSarjiimpvuBn and merit— «id to joui win aof 
filkw etazcu* in weleoming yoa ID Newport. 

"Wktk pkMure we veflect on tboie dayt— tkow days of 
difflcokY and daofnr, vbin the God^ brael, wbo da- 
Kwnd DKvid IhMn tile peril of the nrord, abielded vBw 
head ia the dnyoT battle: and we Rgaiee to think, that 
thaHrae^Mt who nated fn the bowaft of the grteUy 
hahmd Sanid. enridiog him to preade over tiie pnv 
■hnin of the BabytowA eropine, mts, aad ever wift 
TC%iipQttyBa. emhUng yoa tadiaefaacs^theacdiHw 
dudet «r rAi^ JMiuWraieui these statet. 

Deprived, aiweiheKto6i« have heeo, of the iiMala* 
aUe rig^ of free eitiaent» we now, with a deep icnia 
aC fiamiide to the Alnadity J)i4^eMr of all evcB^ 
^HA^gpmtvmaaitene^l^lJbernt^ettff^tkep^/ier' 
m sDfcnrakeBt whieh ta bintiy fbea no t a nrtw i>» i» 
iitiiwmi i u na ■■■■unwnr h«t eenevootty affotida ta 
liXUboctarof eoaeeiexiee and immanitiet of eitiae» 
Aim dwminc every one, ef whatever natiMi, tcmgaa 
«r iuigBagete^Bal pacuaf the eceat goremmeaial ma* 
chine. Tfcn a amphs and eamrive fcdcnU uidon, 
whoie haot it phihatthapy, mutaaloonfidenee, and pubt 
Mf liittievweeaBaat baa acknowkdge tobedtewoik 
d^ the Gnat Gad. who ruiefh in the nmics of heafo^ 
and anMng the inhabitants af the carthi doing wh a ta e 
•Mreeemedi tnhim auoik 

Sor ail the UeaingB of eivU and teligioui lilMrtsr, 
tihieb we d^jaj wider an c^oal and benien adnrinjitia" 
tian, we deme to kimI up our thanks to the Ancient of 
dbiys, the great Fleserver of men— beseecbinr Um^ 
Aat the angel, wiw> eonductrd our foiefathers ttroucb 
Aa wihferoess, into the promiMd hmd, may naeioady 
aunduet you tfaiough all the difficulties and daMjeit 
«f this mortal life— And when, like Joshua, fbfl of 
days and |ull of bonoor, yoa are gathered to yonr 
mamh any yoa ba admitiBd into the hesTenly pa* 



U fiflibe of tke wtticr «# ttft^ Mi tiM tnt 
•f iWBOftelitr. 
Done Mid agaedbf Older oCAe Udbt w coDgi«|{» 
in Newport, Bkode-Iafeiid. 
(Signed MOSS&SBJXAS^nrankiu 



CATHOLICS' ADPREfiSb 

JdOntt tftkermMeoHuIki p Geaigc Wadu ng f i , 

<gtht UftittiStttti* 



SUt, 

WE tare been loop iiBp ti e m to teirify our joy 
and unboaiided eonfldenee on yourbeiMr eoU«d, by an 
tmooimous vote, to the fint ttrtioo or a tmaatef, im 
vKoh that anammity coald doc bave beoi ablaiwwl 
wMmmic die previowi merit of unexampled flcrvioef, of 
«m»ne0t wudoMB, and imblemiahed viitiie» Our cei> 
grandatifln* have not reaehed yoQ flooner, beeaaae oar 
•eattered ntuatieo iH«vented our eommimication and 
dtt eoHeetulg of Aose tentanentt uriiidi warned evoy 
bieast* But the delav has funoibed us -with the onpoi^ 
fanityt not merriy of iH*esagine the faoppioess to bee» 
peeted aoder your adKnoftratiOD, but ta be«riBjS testi- 
mony, to that wbieh we eanerioice afaeacK. It is your 
pecubar talent, in war and in peace, to anird security 
t» tbosci who commit Aeir prote^ioB into your bands, 
in war, you shield them frum die ravages of aimctl 
bostUity : in peace, yon establish public muiquiiity, by 
tbe justice and modnadon, not las than by the vigour, 
of your govemancpt. Bj example, as well as I7 vigi* 
iHMe, you extead die innueiicc of laws on die mannerc 
•f our Mkns cidaens» Yon e ncou rage respect Cor rcil* 
gioB ; and inculcate, by vrords and acdons, that prinp 
ciple, OD wbidi the wcifiueof nadonoso rocmdepandL 
that a sQuerintending ftondence gnveras die events ov 
tb^ WjVH, and wattes overthe conduct^ mei^ Ticur 
exalted maiims, and unwearied attendon to tbe moral 
and ^ysical improvement of our counliy,bave produced 
abneady die happiest cfteets. Under your administn- 
don, America IS animaled with seal ibr tbe attainmeMC 
and eBCBuragennot of nseAd blefature : she improves 
ber agriooltuK ; extends her eooimerce; and acquirec 
with ureigft nations a dignity unknown to her befiire* 
Vram dieie bappr events, in MtbkSk none can fed a 
■» OMM oaimve% we derive addidooil 
IS 



pteftstne, by ncoOeetiiii^tlMtt yoQ, 3ir, Imiw ben ibe 
principal instroment toeffict aojmind ft ehanse in oar 
political ritaatioik This prospect of mtiooaf pnwpe- 
rity n peculiarly pleasing to us, oo anollier aceouot; 
hecausB, whilst our country preserves her fi^eedom and 
independence, wc shall have a weU^bonded title to 
claim from her justice the equal rights tf dtteaufufi, 
at the price of our hlwtd spHt under ywr eyes, andif our 
tmnmon exertionifor her defence^ under your auspkiatta 
condtia—nAu rendered more dear to us by the remem* 
brance of former hardships. When we .pray for the 
preservation o€ them, where they have heen granted— 
and expect the fbll extension of them from the justice 
of tliose slates, which still restrict them*-— when we so* 
licit the protection of heaven over our common country, 
we neither -omit, nor can ofnit recommeqding your pre- 
servation to the singular care of divine providcaiee ; be> 
cause we conceive that no huipan means are so availa- 
ble to prwnote the weUare of the Uni^ States, as ti^ 
prolongation of your health and liff, in which are in* 
elufled the energy of your exampl^ the wisdom of your 
ttouitcils, and the persuasive eloquance of your virtues* 

JOHN CARROLLjtzn behalf of the rtpnan cat/Sli: 
CHARLES CAKROhL, ^arotUmn in behalf 
DANIEL CARROLL, I of then. 

POMINICK LYNCH, ftnan co- 

THOMAS FITZSIMONS. J thoSc £» 

*t- Hew (izW JrchUihop over thd cathoUc church in 

Attierim* . • : 

NOTE. 
■ * The restietions here alluded to, are in the fbllowii^ 
clauses, which, for. the iuformatioD of our readers, we 
have extracted { 

. *' "Sin Protestant inhabitant of this colony shall be d^ 
nied the ei\)oynient of any civil right, mtrdy on ac- 
count of his religious principles : but all persons, po» 
sessuig a belidf in the laith (^ any protestmu sect, who 
shall dtduean themselves peaceably under the gpvem- 
nieut, as hereby established, shall be capable oi being 
(riticted into any office <||f pratit and trust, &c« 

Constitution of New Jersey, seet. 19. 
"-Nopersttti who sludl deny the truth of the Protes- 
tant i-ehgiou, ^all be ca|uU>le of holding any office or 
piace of trust or profit in the civil department withia 
^s state."— —Coustitution of North Carolina, sect* 39, 
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ANSWER. 

To the rdmanaahriiei in tf^UnHed suae* of AmerkMu 

CenOemen, 

VBILB I now leeeive whfa mndi ati i ft e 
tioo your eongntubtions on my being ealkd, hj m 
%iiiainindiu Tote, to die first ittttion in my e o anc r y— I 
titamot but didy notice your politBDe«' in oflering «n 
ttpolosy ft>r tbe nniToidable oelsy. Ai that ddsy hat 
l^ven you an opportunity of reali»nff, instead of ao^ 
«S|iating, tlie beneftts of tbe cenenl goveinment-yoii 
wiU do me the juitioe to b^ere, that your tettimooy 
Of the inereaae or the public prosperity, enhance! Ute 
pleasure, which I should otherwise have experieaeed 
from your affectionate addressb 
- I feelthatmyeondDeLinwarandinpeaee)basiBet 
with more general appraibatiaB than oooid ha^e nasoo- 
sbly been expected : and I find myself disposed t«( eon- 
sider that fortunate circumstance, in a great d^ice 
remkane fnKn the able support, and extraorainary op 
door, or my fellow eidzens of all denonunatians. ^ 

Tne prospect of national prosperity now beftire us, is 
truly uvmatiqg; and oug^t to excite tbe exenioas of 
•U good men, to establisb and secure the hapirinen of 
their coimtxy. in tbe petmanent duration of itsfi«edonk 
and indej^endenoe. America, under the smiles of dt< 
vine Ftovidenc^^the protection of a good government 
— «Dd die cuttiVatian of mamms, moials, and tn'^ty-^ 
cannot fiul of attaining mi uncommon d^;ree of emi- 
nenoe, in litemture, commerce, anicultuiie, improve 
teentsat home^ and re^eetability abroad. 

As mankind beeome more liberal, they win be mora 
apt to allow, that 00 tho$e who conduct thenadvu at 
utMrthy member* of the emmnmity tare equaUy ehttkd (» 
the protection rf dvU government, 1 nope ever to see 
America among the foremast nations in examples of 
jostiee and libmiMty. And I piesame that your fd- 

^ No person diall be eUji^ble to a leat in the senate, 
unless he be 4xf the protestant religioo." 

CoQsdtution of South Can^na, sect. 13. 
** No person shall be eligibto to sit in the bouse of re* 
presentativest onless he be of the j»roteaUuit rdig^oik**-* 
Idem, 13* 

13 



in . 

low citizens irAll not forget the patriotic part vhitA 
youtoekin the accomfilishment of their revolution^ and 
the estaWiihment of tnefr gooe r t mt ent—ac the imprntant 
assbtanoe which tliey reedved from a natkn in whidi 
tlie roreao eeaito^ fahh j» ^wfcu ei* 

I thank you, gentlemen, i'or yaor kind concern fir 
me. While my life and my health sb^Jl eooiUmie, im 
«l)Mever Mttmtien I oMy he, it shaU lie oiy ocMistant 
CTideavoar to jottfy the fiHreorable a ei i tiB w inU t wUrfi 
yonr ane pieased to express of my oondutt* ^ 4ad may 
ihe members of yoor moiety in Ametiea, a&iiaatti 



aione by the pure spitk of ehristisBky, and -stitt 
dacting thenuelvet as the faithful w%BCts of -aur free 
jft^ v ei w u en t, enjoy eren- temporal miA smitiHii 1^ 
Chy. Ol&O&GE WASHDiGTON. 

Vmer frwn fUs ExeeOenaf Cenend »kMnglM to tJk 
Gmxrnv of Firgima, 4Bdti&ng~tke acBeptanBe off^ 

- tftuarea in the <ompavdesfer openif^ the mav^a&en m 
the James ami Pottnnoc vtaerty le&h had been vettoa 
in him hy act of the Legiolatitre of that Cb $wnmum k h, 
as a omeUl €Kkrmi^edgmeM tf hie meries and oervieetk 

YOUR cscoeUeney having been pleased to tmnnilc 
mea wpy of tlie aet«ppiopriatii^ to my benefit cet* 
tain diafes in the oempanie« IRnr opening the navigatioa 
of Jiames and Fotoraac riren, I take Uie iibaty of re* 
taming to die assembly, ^R)ngb your Iwadi, «ie pn> 
found and grateful aoknowkdgmeuts, inspired by so 
signal a mane of their beni(ie«i)t imeiifCious-towanls n». 
I beg[ you, -sir, toanfOre Aem, chat I am filtod on^Uft 
occasion with every sentim^ -mbnth ean Mow ftma a 
keart warm "with love <br my O0untrv^-«enflii4e to every 
token of its approbation and -affeetioiir^Bd soKcltoQa 
to testiff, in every instance, a fespectfal sabmi^iQn to 
its \vishes. ¥i^th these sentiments in my besom, I need 
not dwell mi the anxiety I feel, in being ofaiig^ in this 
ihstance, to decline a favour, which is iiefidend- no less 
flattering by the manner in which it is convened, than 
it isaffi^etiorrtte.in itself. In es^laMng this daliga> 
tion, I {Ktss over a comparison of ray endaMOars ia 
die public service, with ^ many honourable testimo- 
nies of approbation, wliich have already so finr ovaMated 
and oveivpaid them— *ree}ting one oonsidexatkn «Dly» 
which iupenedcs the necessity of recaaog 40 ev«cy 



«<ter. \flicii X ^ivM Ikit called to ^ stMSsil ivM 
wMdi I ^Ms iHrnonred durbu; ilie tele eoRlKct-fl>r aor 
i fttt rt ic a to ihedUBteiCewhidillMKliowapyfeMfltti 
t» ft^ in Aceepiiar it, I thougiK k >>7_^y^j^* 
j^vn nuhUiM to wut tny honds tufnmt entry pecuniar jt 
nemnptttoe. To this i«80liiliAi I hmve invioMily afr- 
luered : and ttom this resolutiaD (if I had the inciiiUH 
tion), I do Bet eoMkier m^f at Uherty w d^iiart. 
IfFfcilst I iqieM, thepeftfre, niy fhrvent aeknofwledge* 
nonts ta the leg:iflatnre finr thefenrefy Idntf leiitiinaili 
and iMrtencioiu in my tKwvxr, «nd at toe mane ifoie beg 
tfacro to be peiwiflded dhat aienaerohcmceef thit nngv* 
hueptoaf ok theiir g«etftieH (CMFavds m&wiA umu craw 
to tSMtbh TeCttras cif the wanoeit afltetisn and amti- 
mde— I miMft iicay^hat thdk- aet, to far as it lot iw itt« 
efbjeet my penontl emoiumem may not have Us efltoU 
Bat if it should please the senetal assembly to perrak 
me to turn the destinatioii cf the fund vested in me^ 
frdm my ^lifate emolmnent to obyeets ef a pablic aft* 
tioe, it will be ra^-«t»dy, in seleetinr these, to pt«fe 
ttc wneeiity of my y awude, by f gxfen Bf snch as mg^ 
appear most vubstivieBt t6 the einiKfaleiia and pattiMia 
Tkws of the Iq^ture. 

lam, fce. 

GEcmGB wAamB&ntf* 



T^kU E/ucdKOKy €l«oise Washiiwean, essfctfre^ t»L* IX 

prestdenf of the Utrikd'Stalet w America, commando' 

in chief tf the artny and nam tAeretf^&c, Theaddregi 

^ the trtutees and faculty ofth^tmiocrnty ofm iUte 

>■ of t*€mh9ylvar&h 

PERMIT, Sir, the univenity of ^ie«tate of PeSfr 
C3/tvaBlB, to join in the general jey, eeoasioned by jxrar 
a c ces si on totae fint'offieein the fcderai empire. It it 
by 'tins honour, (the highest tbat America can bestow) 
that a grateful people express the aflfection 'which your 
eminent services have eatited hn their bosoms. It i« 
Hm that has given them but one voioe in their delegn- 
tion of this importnm trtf&t^tind diat unites the homage 
of tbelieart with the ^ty of the cithsen. To be the 
iyst mngistnce of a great empire is a station tbat many 
have attained : bcrt toaeqoire it by the unanimous voted 
«f « liwe-9eef4ris«B e*«Dt,ia<hehi9C0t7 of the world. 
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ta nm MtlKMe Ulmtrioaft viftuet of which it is the joit , 
vewardk We Rjoiee » aa event «o iiu^ici«iM to 4Nir 
country: and we eonfidenthr hope thai yowendeairaiwi 
to eartend the blenings or Rood govcnanent will hf 
crowned with a success at mlliant as that whidi^r 
tiaj^uished your exenioais in the defoaee of our Ire^ 
dual. 

Am gmurdbans of this mrivenity (whidi boasti ^ 
tionour of enrolling the name of your exeeUen^ amoDf 
tbcse of her sons) we anticipate the eocoangemeDt 
nhich such instttutioos.irill receive under your adnonir 
stratioQi The influence of sound katning on religkn 
and manners, otf govenuneni, liberty, and laws, wJJI 
make it a favourite object in every eiviUxed society : 
aiu) the sciences, having experienced your prutKCtion 
ainidst the convulsions vt war, reasonably expect a di»- 
tinc:oisbed patronage in the calm of peace. 

We devoutly pray the Almighty Ruler of tibe mii- 
verse, that you may long eojoy the felicity of that 
coiuotry wliich }'ou nave rescued from tyranny, and es- 
ublisbied in the blessings of freedom and inde^pendencei 
and that finally you nisiy meet the reward which awaits 
iius good and tttitbful serrjints. 

THOMAS M'KEAJI, PrcniknU 



ANSWER. 

7« the tfHOtet and faculty ^ tht imivtrdiy ^ the stctM of 

Penmyhwtku 

CffUlemenf 

I ACCEPT, ^vith peculiar pleasure, the aS* 
Uresi of the urjiversity of the state of Fennsylvaxiia, 
upon my appointment to the first office of the unioo. 

Notwithstanding I had most seriously determined ne* 
▼er more to take any part in transactions of a public 
nature^ yet a conviction of duty would not sidTer me, on 
the present occasion, to refuse a compliance with the 
unanimous call of my couuti-y ; nor could I remain inaeu" 
sihlu' to the honour tnat was coufcrred upon me fay this 
IVesb and distinguished proof of its approfantikju. 

Probably my Tellow citizens aptieipare too many and 
too great advantage from the appointment. It wiU, 
iiowc'ven be an object, indeed, near to my heart, to ve- 
rily,, ai fm: «9 may be ia my power, those l^?ounhle 
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pMiW i ' l i inenti, bv eu fc uwu i ifl g to leeure the lUierty 
« Slid promctemMppiiKM of flwAnwrican people* 

run not a little flattered by he&ag considered bv the 
pfttitms of fiteratore at one in their nnnaber. Fully ap- 
prized of ihe indoenoe which wund learoing hu oq 
lefigiim and mannert, on government, liberty, and 
faws, I flhaU only lament my want of aWlity to make 
k still more exteuriye. I oonceive iK^ies, however, that 
vve aie at the eve of a vorv enUg^rtened era. The same 
imreraittii^ eseitioos, whieh, under all the blasting 
storms of "Wtr^ eatiaed the arts and acienees to fkmnsit 
in America, will doubtless l»ing them nearer to maiM- 
ilty, when they shall have been suffldentiy invigorated 
Inr the milder rays of peace. 

I return yon ray hearty thanks for your devout intep> 
eesnon at toe throne of grace for my felicity both here 
and hereaftor* ' May yon also, gentlemen, after having 
been the happy instrum^its or diifusing tlie IdessiiKs 
of liteniture and the comforts of religion, receive toe 
iastcomnenMitionibr yoar virtuous deeds. 
■^ / '^ GEORGE WASHINGTX>}f. 



ADDBESSb 

MStrtn «f tV fmnor, caforattorii end citbatm •/ JOex* 
andria, to ^pnmcnt^the United Stata, 

ToGSIQSGE trASMINCTOVyttqu 

Fretident of tJ€ United Stalu,6fh 

SUL 

AGAIN your eoraitry commands your care. Obe- 
dient to its wkhes, unmindful of your ease, we see yon 
again refim^ahing the bliss of retirement } and this 
too, at a penod of nfe, when nature-itself aeems to au* 
thorize a Reference rf repose I 

Not to extol your glory as a siMIer, not to pourKHrtn 
mir gratitude for past serrices— not to acknowledge the 
jnstloe cf the unexampled honour whicb has bteo e<M>- 
fened npon yoa, by the spontaneons and unanimoas 
'«afA«ge of three ndlHons of ireemen, in yonr electipo 
to the supreme niagiitraey-mor to admire the patri^" 
tism which directs your conduct, do your neighbours 
OBid fitiends now address you— themes les* splendid but 
snore cod«Mioig, inmRss oar niinds* The first and best 
I* 
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of cttiaeBKiinM leave n»-«oari^ amst kMe_ 
iHonept-'OiyywiUtlheir moAJ '■<wag[kMltMtcitM 
pfOTcr-^Nir eoMOKree its ft k nd ' ow 'tnfiuit aaai^ 
iti protector— oar poor their bf«efi i et pi « m rf tlfee ...«- 
nor umfpKiaB of ifae Ammbm {sd event snkle viA 
the moftesteMm vtUtoy, aireaity, ligr yow wmaktod 
eavrdam, Iwougltt into pftrtlia> Me) its iaaiimflrwA 
prainoter. 

Farewell I--Ge! mdmike^ gmtefol piiwiV' Immiy 
apeoale, who will he doulihr gnteliil, when they W 
tempbte this recent siMifioeibr their inmsst. 

T>» that Being, «h« nakedi mhI omabeth at hit 
will, we csmroend ^on— and, after fhe anomplishnwHC 
of the arduous buaness to wfai^ you -are caked, mf 
he restore to magam, Uk bestaraMi, and the nest 
heloTed fellow dtiaseni 

IQ behalf of the people of Aiexaadria. 

&£K]fIS RAMSAY. 
J^ra 16, 1789. 

ANSWER. 

To the nuttj^r, c^rpmtiont mdtUttau of JOexandritu 

'CtnUemenf 

ALTHOUGH I ooglrtiMt ts eoneeal, yet I 
canint describe the painful emotions whidi Iiett hi 
being called upQi> to deteisnine whether I wonhlaoonc 
or refuse the presidency of the United States. 1ik 
«— ai m i e y in oe choice, ilie ophiion of my JHei^ 
communicated from different parts df Eon^e, as well 
as dT America, tlie apparent \frish of those who wen 
not entirel)' satisfied with the eonsthutiao iir its present 
fomi--and an mxlcnt desire on my own pait to be iBstnv 
mental in eonneeting the good will of my eountnmeM 
Cowards each othep>-4iave mdueul an acei^tuieeu Those 
who know nve best (and you, my fellow eitiaexM, wc^ 
from your situation, ~ui tlint motther) knowb^ter liian 
any ouien, my love of retirement is so great, that na 
earthy eonsidenttion, short of a conrietiaR of duty, 
«oulahave preraikd upon me to depart frcm uy i«so- 
lution '* never more to take any share in transactamt of 
a public naturew** Ibr, at my iq;e, and in mycitcaab 
stances, what prospects or advantages could i propose 
to myself from embarking again ah Ibe tempestuous 
and uncertain ocean of pcubtie life * 
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Idor'niR MmyMif iMdar thp neoevitjr of makiiig 
'paltiliit JwlanHionij Sa order to eoimnee you, g/smHO' 
waoh of my iiiilni'Miil to yoonehres* and regsoA fir 
ywMT wft iwti ihf irfioie tepqgof my life hat been open 
to yowr iMjiartiuM ; md «y pMl Mtiooa, iwut be tbe 
pto^pB of By fvrtm* eeoliiet* 

Ib tte neu thw, I daok jma moit ainoerdy forttie 
M of iiiwIniM eentttoei in your valedielary 
It is tnie, jiut after ha-nng bade adie« to mj 
eouKsiam, tUttender proof of your ftiend- 
aUpis bat too well caleidatod, Mil finlfeer to awaken 
my aaaiibaitytaMl iiiii H a i i my wffet at partiag from 
tbe eaioymcstof private life. 

An tbat now wmegn* for me, is to eoromit m^UT 
and you to tbe pratoctioa of ttwt bcnefieent Being, 
vbo, oo a focToer ooeaaon, hath bappily farongtit us to* 
getber, after a long and distressini: sepocaiiun— aeriiape 
the came giacioui Providenoe will again indolge me. 
Uonttenbte semai&ons must then be left to moie ex- 
prassiwe«lence ; while fitn an aduns heart, I hidjoa 
all, my aifeetioaciefriendsk and kind neighbours, ua» 
weUl 

OZOBGfi WASHXNaTON. 



ADDRESS. 

AddrtMofthedtiKms rf Btiamn-e t9 the PtnidcUi tf 
the Uniua^titet of Amciiau 

SIB, 

WE feel the honoor yoo have tMsday oonfemod an 
the town of Bahiaore, oy thvouring it with your pre> 
j«noe, infinitefy beiehteaed and enhanoed by the clesi> 
rabie event wnioh has prodoeed it. Happy to bdioU 
yoor e1evatioB» permit us to reassiae you.of our purest 
love and aflbetioo. 

In considextaig theooeasion that has <mee more drawn 
yoo from seenes of dcmiestic ease and private tianqui- 
lity, our thoughts naturally torn on the ntoatioB of our 
eoootry previous to the expedient of the late general 
convention. When yoabecme a member^ tint body, 
whidi ftamed our new and exodlait eonstitiitioo, yoa 
dissipatol the fears c€ eood men who dximdrd the dis* 
union of the states, ana the loss ctf our liberties in the 
death of our enfeebled and expiring eanfedemtion : and 
now, Sir, by tooepting tba high authorititi of president 
X Q 
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•f the Uuited Staiei of Anciki, rtm tmA ni to ex- 
pect everv blessing^ tint can reMtt A«m ^ wimt re* 
(.'omiDi-ndadom to eoniTeifi and die moft prudent anl 
judldous exercite of tocie midiorities; Umm n^tenag 
us in the one ioBlanee, fiom the moat gioomy appre* 
beusions, as when, in a diflereot eapadty, you imr o td 
the Delaware; and, in the other, opening to oar view, 
the most animatiii^ prospects, ai whea yoa captnea 
ConiwaUis* 

But, it is flnm die whole tenor of yoor Ufe, and Toor 
uttifomi and upright political principles and conduet, 
that we derive die fullest assandwcL that onr hopes will 
be realized. Believing;, that a faimful pedfonnanoe of 
public engagements is essential to the prosperity of a 
{leople, and their impliat relianoe on the promise of 
govcmmtnt, to its stability, we recollect with Measure 
vjuur weil known sentiiiients on this subject, and have 
no doubt, bQt the other fanaiehesofoangrest will ooo- 
eur with you in pladng public credit on the roost solid 
foundatioo. We have also every reason to eondnde, . 
that under the adnnuistmtion of a fVatMagtm, the use> 
ful and ingenious arts of peace, the agriculture, coo^ 
nuTce, and manuftctuies of the United States, vrill be 
duly favoured and improved, as beine far more certain 
sources of national w^th than the richest mines^ and 
surer mcuis to promote the &licit^ of a people, than 
*the roost successful wars. Tbus, Sir, we behold a new 
em springing out of om* independence ; and a field 
displayed, where yom- talents for governing will not be 
•bscured by the spieuduur c^ the greatest military ex- 
ploits. We behokl, too, an extia<Mninary thing in die . 
annals of niankiiid, a free ^nd enlightened people, 
choosing, by a free election, without one dissenting 
voice, the late commander in chief of their armies, to 
watch over and guard tlieir civil rights and privileges. 

We sincerely pray that you raaylong emoy y our ps^ 
sent h^lth, and the citizens of me United States aum 
frequent opportuuitios to testify their veneration of 
your virtues, by continuing you, through many suo 
cessive elections, in the first station <n hunum h»> 
noiir and dignity. In diese expressions of our al- 
fectkm and attachment, we are sensible we do not 
speak the wishes a town only, but the Vaited feel- 
ings of a whole people* 



In behair of ibe the eftizeni of Bahiittave, we bxre 
ibe booour to be, Sic. 

JAMES STHENRT, 
NICTHOLAS ROGERS, 
JOSHUA BARNEYJ 
PAUL BEKTALOU, 
J. SWAN, 
JOHN BAMKSON. 
R« SMITH, 
O. H. WILLIAMSi 
- TO. SMITH, 

WILUAM CLBMS^ 
ISAAC GRIST. 



ANSWER. 

Gentlemen, 

THE tokens of regard and affection whicb 
I hate (^ten reedved from the dtizeDs of this town^ 
were always acceptable^ because I believed them ah 
irays sincere* Be pleased to receive my best adcnow- 
kd^iemoBts far the renewal of them on the present oc- 
casion* 

If the affectionate partiality of my fellow citizem 
has prompted them to ascribe greater efibcts to my eon* 
duct and character, than were justly due, I trust ^e 
indulgent sentiment on their part, will not produce 
any presumption on mine^ 

i cannot now, gentlemen, resist my feelings so much 
as to withhold the commomcation of my ideas, re^iec^ 
ing the actual situatian and prospect of our national 
amirs. It appears to me that littK more than comnioa 
setiseand common honestv in the transactions of the 
conimnnity at lazge, wouU be necessary to make us a 
great and nappy nation. For if the general govern- 
ment, latelr adopted, shall be arranged and admint»> 
tered in such a manner as to acquire the full confidence 
of the American people, I rincerely believe thev will 
bave greater advantages ftom their natural, moral, and 
political tireomstances, for public felicity, than any 
adbet people ever possesst d. 

In tne contemplation of diose advantages, now soon 
to be realized, I have neonciled myadf to the sacrifice 
of vy fiNBdcK widiei, so fiur aito enter again upon the 
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doSet ineideiit to the part whicli I am eallei to pcf^ 
Ibcm, and I fed my incampetenoe. ivithoiit the aiiigo* 
lar aanitance of Providenee to^Hsimaige them in a a* 
tisfactory manner. Bat hafiqr nadextaken the tadc, 
lh>m a KBtt'of daty. no leaf or eneoiiiiteriDg difflod- 
tiek and no dread cSrioaiKpciMilaiity thaU ever deier 
zne from pnnninK what I oonodve to tie the true inte' 

,t«.rfm,««»Wy. ^lEOROK WASaiNStX)!., 
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SERMON. 

Oy TSE BSJTB 

V 

OF 

OBXEBJIL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON : 

BT 

MAJOR THOMjiS MORRELL^ 

DEUVEKED IN THE CITY ^F BALTOfORB 
ON THE S9d DAT OF FEBBUAET, 1800. 

Paalm Ixxxix^ 48. 

What man U he that Uveth and than tut tee death f 

IT bM been the eoscom in every chdHxed natioii, 
to perpetuate die mem ory of iflmtrioot men by monu- 
mental insciijitiQiM ; or in ibe fantoric page to record 
tbeir worth, and to hold op to view their pecoUar yji^ 
toei, not only fur the adoiHiitioa, but fir the imitatioa 
i^meeeedingi^ies: And to promote the nme ]aiid»^ 
bk porpoics, ftmeral wnnom, and omtkms have, fiir 
Kveral faundmi yeari, been deSvered in lEwtupe* 
And I am poemaded, that seareeiy a eaiwregation in 
America. mtHj a pnadier in theTJnieed States would 
have omitted tint last tribute of respeet, to the wordiy 
character whoie death we this day deplore^ if, the go- 
vernment had n«( veeomiBended it* hetiSbt wlenm 
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flHien] pneearioM in oar duties, and vilkM— Xiet dK 
cie|^ and the oottoiuL that nave already been mit* 
ten and delivered— I.et toe tokens of mournbig ao sene* 

nwQOi througfaout our nation—Let thae avouch die 
of my seutiment, that; tFoMngton, the great, 
the virtuoui Wtuhbv^on^ as he lived alnvat oniversalhr 
adroiied and loved, so he died univermUy hunented. 
Our assembling in tnis churdi this raomin^ is a partial 
evidence, that we are of die number who coneeive hb 
deadi to be a loss to our country. But let vu remem- 
ber that Washii^itoD is not alone to (Se; that, we shaO 
toon follow him into the r^;ioli of eteniity, and tihat 
the great business of our life is to bepreptund tbr our 
death. To assist my hearers in seeking this ^^^larar 
tion, and to recount the virtues of our illnstnoos pa- 
triot, our hero and our fiiend, are the designs I have 
in view in this discourse ; and in order to execute these 
important purposes, I shall in die 

rlrst place, briefly consider the origin-'die nature— 
and the efl^cts of death ; and Seoondly, illustrate the 
happy consequences of beinc: prepared for this awful 
hour jT and under dds head mail introduce the *dtuam> 
terof our departed and beloved GeneraU— In pursuance 
of this method, I begin with considering the origin, 
-nature and effects of cwath. first, its orkpn. Here we 
are entirely indebted for information the sacred oat- 
cles ; we might enquire, but enquire in vain at any 
other source to know, whether man was made orighk* 
ally mortal, or, became so bF >^ casualty. Bevetaf 
tion assures us^ Rom. v, 12, *'\nierefi»e as by one 
man sin entertd into the worjd,and deaft hj^ sin ; and n 
death passed upon all men, for that all l»ve smned." Oar 
first progenitor having tasted the interdided fruit, be- 
came instantly liable to the threatened penalty. ** In 
the day that thou eatest thereof tlwu shalt surdy dSUb^* 
Gen.xLl7. On that day his sool died to God. i. e, he 
tost that knowledge of, ajdd love to God, he so em^ 

* The hutork and eharocteriatk parts ^tM» aermm 
are derived from the most respective authmtks; or given 
on my own knowledge. The publkakons Ji-om roNch I 
have made extracts^ are Dr» Morsels Getgra^j^ ; apiece 
omd to be xoritten by a senator tf the Urdtea States^ and 
published in the nempafiers qft/us cUy ; and Genehd 1^4 
oration; Sometimes 1 have emitted rohole S^ntneces in the 
mutations, in order to include in as Jew words aspooa^ 
oiCf the grm variety o^ matter necetarUy iatrviu^ 
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OflNiy poMtneA ImAvc Ml mungvuiiODf ibo fait body 
fritk time of bis postaity bectme inevitably nibje«t i» 

Secondly Themtoie of deftth ; desth is the diudotka 
of tbe union subsisting: between our bodies and our aoab i 
on this unioo the anuiHil life depends. This onion it is 
im|NMsab)e in our present state to understand, or di^ 
4enbe( it is oneof tne mysteries thai in eternity only 
we sbaJl be able to comprehend. This anion is diaaolvefl 
by the euumand, or permissioa4)f God, when he «uni» 
mom our spirit henee. He gnTe «• life, and when he 
pleases he cBvests osof it In vain we tiy with all our 
ef&rts to retain the spirit of dcmrtins friends; ow 
firayezs, and tears are of no avau ; they faulter<-lbe7 
sink— (hey di& 

** When by the bed of langidshinem we sii, 

"Oty o'er oar dving friends, inan^sh hang, 

** Wipe the con dew, or stay the sinking head, 

**Ntunber tbtir raoments* and in ev^ ckick, 

** Start at the vtnoe of an eteraittr ; 

'* See the dim lamp of Kfe jost feebly lift 

** An agtinising beam, at as to gaze, 

" Then sink again, and qoiver imp d««ifa." 

Tmngk 

Thirdly, The effects of death. 1st, It is the termina- 
' tion of our present csistence ; the final period of our 
. .ioys and khtows eoooemiag the things of this life. 
The stm shall rise with its accustomed lustre^ and spread 
its beaming light, and gesiial warmth throughout the 
earth : but not to diem who are in the eold and dreai^ 
mansions of the grave. The busy scenes of life no 
mofci attract the sight, nor the love of riches, fame or 
pkasure, arrest the midnight hour of sleep. See, the 
corpse aU pale and wan !— u*s active strength is gone l^ 
It's vigour prostmte I—It's hands forgot to move, the 
pliant fiogers stiif and ecrid 1 Oiice we surveyed our 
friend ; we saw, admired and loved— Onee we viewed 
our rising offspring, and as they played and prattled 
our hearts beat fondness. But, tney are dead! Not 
many days since we met the eye o£ our friend— Our love, 
with Joy and pleasure ; but its ckned ibrever, no more 
to convey in silent language, the soft, the tender move* 
ments of the heart. Tbe tongue, that busy member so 
proue to plea»e-<o hurt— to wound, moves now no more 
in scaodal <tf ia'pniui DeishI death! displays his 
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Death renden all distinctions void. If we yiefsr Hw 
iMKMitories of our lifeless bodies: ^m shall wot penon$- 
w every age aadcharaeier, of everj nokand oondKtlan 
in life; the young uid the oM, dK poor mid the rich, 
the gay ond the grave, toll ndngfioc pramiacaomly their 
duflC ttgefher in their parent earai. IlKve the poor 
flppressed slive lays down at last the hocAm of hi« tail> 
some fife, and neh his emel-oervitode no -more; no 
Bore to be raised fttira needftil sinmher on his bed dT 
tartb, nor drivten from his scanty meal to the hard hn 
bomv of the day. There Kexh the i^ed paient of* ni- 
teevoQs ofl^nog who rank into rest amidst the tears of 
bis progeny. Here is entombed the sadling wfiut: 
Ae nowei* nipped as it hqgan to blow. The parents 
im>nder wby^i^whlHi toe«n sb nMdnd, and aae lieady to 
•ay (although imprapeily) *' All these thingHtfeagauut 
ue.* TlMs one generaticn eometh, and paneth away. 
Mother riaeih, and is nomoaeseen. Wemay sav tfaeM^ 
ftre at the tomb of the moBaidi,as well as uie dave^ 

** A hem of dost alone lemaint of thee, 
*^*Tb ah thou art, «ml «U the pBoud diall beii'' 

Oh! tnUHitoryand fleeting lifei When wiD the sons 
of men learn to tliiiik of tiiee as ihey ought I When 
win they every day, nay every kmtr teeoUect, that no- 
^ng ean shitM them itom ae Sttokeoi deaxh? " That 
tiwve is no eteape in that wari^ if eonsuramate beauty 
conki have saved fUmn depith, Absalom, nor Heten would 
never have died. If valour coold have ab^ped his caf 
ffeer, Aleannder irould he now ttaversing the earth* If 
philosophic Wisdom, leamii^or judgtineat, eoohl have 
aafed mortals from bis icy arras, a Newton, a CritdH 
ton, and a Loeke would still have been firing. If 
nie^ and uselVitness could have sawNl our enstaaoe 
bene, a Usher, and a Baxter; aWfaitefield, and a Wes* 
ley would be daily displaying theur holy and heaiveniy 
Md, in buildii^ up theehuveh of God ; and if love of 
his eoontry, disinteKsiedness, gentleness, humanity, 
valour, and patribtitm could have doded the insatiate 
Bwnster's gnup» oar l^iufdngttn would not have been 
laid in tiie ^ent tomb. But the unehangealde decree 
of heaven is ** DuH thou mti <md unto mat */ialt thtu 
tctumf* And w« may eo^uire t« the language of oar 



«Btt^ nha n — ii he tlmtllwclh, mA *dl m iccicMli? 
Itat onr enquiry wiH be fhMen and vain, 
. AaodMr etfeccof dcfttb w MiM none awfal. It n ffie 
gne that«f«M into etemky^It leadf m to God ; to 
MfKtve a reward or a fniiri AmeiM, at ovr ivories iMve 
tMB ; to iMWr oar impaitlal, fnvviocaMe doom. Mb 
tfne now for nfienteiioe » no proodiet of aceeplanoe, 
or pofdoD tO'cneoumge a* ; no letaians to direee ns to 
dK nnner^i friend ; -ap rriendt to ooumH and to ptay 
fbr ut ; cor Mate is inalleniMy, uMiangeably raed* 
How n^cenanr then w it, that we NOW endeavoM to 
wat6m a aoioiMe jareparation fyr the solemn moment? 
Tho kappy conaeqncnoea attending sodi a vnfBttfSon, 
I waain tne $eeot$d |»laoe to pomt out. Here we mai^ 
Jfnt encmire what tma pveparntion is ? And " 
• l4f. We Ittve alt sinned against our maker. If we say 
we iuve net nrmed^ we make bira a Har, and fab woni 
is not in ns. 1 John lebap. lOv. Weare^fuifty iherefanB 
bsffore Ood ; and if the holy law wfaieh -we have vio- 
iMed is a righteoas law ; we are eonaeqnentiy jutHy 
eondetmied • and if so^ most he under- the displeasure 
af the BfOST HIOfL Tliis guiR therefore mtuf bepor^ 
ddned, those sins tmut be foi^^ven, or Ood will nvt re* 
eeive us to favour or to happtneas. Our girik ean on^ 
be tcmeved, and pardon bestowed, tbrouih a deep eoti> 
j eio uic s s oi our lost and sinAfl state ; wrought in onr 
flouk by the Boly Spirit, ex<Mng us to eonit'ss-Ho 
Boiim ibr^ and to fonakeoor dns ; and by fcioking to, 
and beiienng in that glorious Saviour who ^ed for our 
Ofl fenoe i. A eioud of seriptmes prove these important 
truths. I dull reWer ytm only to Matt. r. 4. Luke 
yiii.3. Johnxvi.8,&iii.l6. Proverbs xxviii. 13. 
■ Scf^ We are unh^, and toasequently unfit tor die 
Mmpany and emplO)'mem of heaven, it would be an 
insult to those who have Bibles m their possesskm, or 
MK.ndtotfaeexereisi'scif dieir own mim^ tb suppose 
Aero ignorant of this essential tnith. If any doum it, 
lee them read PMm siv.9, 3 Sc li.5. Rom.vi. l6to2S* 
lbai.t.6. lofaet, all the «diortations to pmity and 
bobMesB. with wbieh dK scr^tture abounds, neeesiarily 
pciesuppose that we are mihoiy. 1 hen it cteaiiy foUows. 
we fkuit be made holy, most have a dispontion suited 
to tl«e natine of heauai, ** For without Holiness no man 
tfuUl see Ae LarI," Heb.xii.l4. And as we cannot 
mniao oundvef tufty, it must be wrought rn w by the 
Mrwei' and isnaee of God. IIk suitable pvepantion 
ibt4e«k^ei>h;telie>vi(^/«eif ihrwighftutbtB the 
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merit snd rigfatecwMiCM of die Lord Jem; nxt to ht 
sanctified through the same medium, by the spirit of 
the living; God. That without this work of qxaee we 
can have no admittanoe to heaven, is undeoialMy pew 
ed from Acts xxviii. 1«. 1 Cor. vi. ll. Col. i. IS, 15, 22i 
Heb. xii. 14 ^ From this work of graee o^m^f nxxeedi 
a holy obedience to the fprecepts o^ the go^d. Oar 
redeemar hath given us this test to try our rdigioB*^ 
" He that hath my commandments and keepeththm, 
ht kit Hat loveth ME." That happiness atteadii^ 
such ajpreparation I am now to point out. And 

1^ Sueh gracious souk have an abiding eonfldenoe. 
of^Hf^favour of God. St. Paul says, **• Ire kmm that 
i9!^i earthly house of tiiis tabemade wa« dissolve^ 
"K. tffovr a biiildingof God, a bouse not madewitt 
haodl^-^rternal in the heavens." And he again infonns 
us, We are always confident^ &c. Sec* 2 Cor.v.i— jF— 6k 
How exQuisite the Joy tliat arises from this eonscioiisness 
of the favour of God) it is beyond the power of lan- 
guage to communicate ; called therefore hy mie who 
possessed it ior many years and who oouM have de> 
-scribed it, if any man could, *^ajoy unspeakable and 
full of glor}'.** Hiis sweet sensibility of our heavenly 
father'^ love, chases from (he mind the fear of death> 
aaiii.4. ''Though 1 walk through the valley of tl« 
siiadow of death / luill fear no evUr This ojms the 
terrors and draws the sting of death : ** Hus sting of 
death is sin, but thanks be to God i^rho g^vc^ as die 
victory through our Lord Jesua Christ.^ l Cor. %r» 56b 
Victory ! over its horrors that it cannot amaze ; yictocy I 
over its power that it cannot detam. 
Therefore, 

2ndly, In every saint when God calls him heme, 
there is a xviUingness to go. The grace and h>ve of God 
opens Utxrafp of life. Although his friend»~fai$ bo- 
som firiena— his rising progeny are entwined about faia 
heart, with the cottis of earthly afibction, so close and 
firm, that with the highest aids of reason they can nc 
ver be loosed. But when our Jesus shines into the soul 
with a ray of heavenly light and joy, his language It 
•' I desire to deport and to be with Clurist, which is far 
better" Some of the saints die in the full triumphs of 
faith ; while others e<iuaUy pious, wlio are gi^itly eraa* 
Ciated by lingering disease, feel sweet submission, and 
sail more gently with a peaceful stream into die haven 
of eternal rest. Some have had hard fighting with die 
adrernry oq dw confines of €tenatr« but h«ve ohM^t 



•jbt^iiedtiMfrvUitorTlKftre die eooflkt doied^ "My 
Kiftce M sufficient fer thee." And " I wUl wever kKve 
tbee, nor forsake thee," are tbe legacies left to ewfy 

saint* 

3dly. They rest from all their toils. "Blessed aie 
the dead tbst die in the Lord fnm heneeforth: Ye», 
oath the spirit, that they nmv rest fronv their labours : 
and their works do Ibllow them.'* Rev. xiv. 13, In 
0iis life their joys were intermingled with sorrows ; 
** But when the ransomed of the liord shall return to. 
•Zion, they shall obtain joy and gtedness, and *wt«w 
end tightng shall flee awav." bai< xxxv, 10. Their 
nief and soirows in this Ere arise from many en* es, 
not necessanr now to enumerate; but in that > -* 
which remouis <br tbe people of God,** everv U: . ^ 
striped from every e^t; there sorrow nere^. uvfloes; 
tliere all is calm, and joy and peace. 

Once more, , ,_ 

4tHy» To crown their joys they receive the approba* 
^00 dt their God. '' Well done good and faithf^il ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joys of toy Locd." The smiles 
«f their heavenly fatlier when introduced into his g^ 
rious ptesenoe, fill their enfaurged souls with extatie 
npture. BUt on this part rf the subject I shidlnbt en-, 
dravour to en^rge; our excunions ndgfat probably, 
safly the views of that land of rest, they endeavour to 
esalt. I shall only say. that beades the presence^ and 
manifested love of iheur Cod, and their Saviour, th^ 
cball roin^ widi prophets, patriarchs, and apostles, 
and M^ith all those great, jmous, and dlustnous spint^ 
- who throu^ faith and patience have abeady inbented 
the promises. Amidst this heavenly dMnr ; this bright 
ansemblage of the spirits of the just made perfect, we 
may hnxnbly hope our much toved Washingtm is gone 
to dwell among them ; to celebrate in celestial strains, 
the love that redeemed him, and the care which nra- 
teeted him in the greatest dangers, and at last condue- 
ted him to the blissful R>gionof toveaad praise; where 
natlier the sound, nor the alarm of war is ever heanl<- 
flHiere peace eternal dwells^'Where joy sera^is reigns. 

This day is dedicated by authority pubbdy to ot- 

Sress our sorrow (though with submission to heaven) for 
is removaL This day is peculiarly set apart to rehearse 
his matchless deeds— To recount his virtues, and declare 

"Swas bprn the ilth of February, 1732> (old ttilej 
at the poriab ot'v^av'/«^t«n,.^WiH>L'tteiMl.««>uikty,.in 




9U 

TTiii llii fii n flini iif B iiinnjl mrtl^n m|| 
|v«4 hb edttoatioft from a piivite tnlw — ' -~^ 

military lii^ ; and at the age of fifteen tvav i 
BMdritipman OD board a Briti^ man af war tl«»i 
AmerieaD eoart, but the i^tneooMpbis raotfi^-^ 
aed to bis eosasin^ in tbe tea Mnrviee, o 
fntaecwtkm of tibe pbm tebe abondoMd. 

" Fnvioas to tbi* tranuustioD wben he ^ma hm> Itt 
yeatt of age» hit fad»» died, and the ebaif:^ of lhe.% 
nay devolred on biaeMer brother: Tbi* brother bniy 
iSMBBUuid in the oolonial troops «nplaycd i^iiul t&t 
and on ha wvan ixom dwt 




atfned Mi new patrinMoial manrion, Mount Vt 
Jtoaawaf ilie adnind of that name from whom he 
jffioinTOd suuy civilitiei. and who eoromaoded 4e 
•quadron on tnat expeditioiu Bat be did not long «)f> 
Vive ; at In* decease the eldest son bjr die seeond' mv* 
ritfCe («dio wm oar fPladingtm) iphented this seat, asfi 
a ooiaideraUe laoded property* Before heaHaiwdtEi 
his twoatiedi year, he w«s made adtiotani^geiieial of tw 
militiain VitgiBiawiA thenmkef m^ior* M^iea ^ 
waabopit 91 years old^aaavakt ooeured whieh odM 
, forth bis abilitks into publio notke* In 1753, enonS 
meats weva icpoTted to have been made by tfaa Breja wl 
«n die tnatories of the British coknies tt» Oe Wbfe> 
mod. Major ffashin^m ^ras sent w^ full pot^eis m 
«ieertain we &c«i ; to treat wkb the say;a«e«i aaai'i^ 
.wna the Fc^ieh to desist £n» their am e s siu i m . bp 
teriqrmed the duties of this mission with singolar ii^ 
dttstry, intefiiBeooe and addicss; and his rejiort to g^ 
'vcmiHr I>idwidUKe discovered ^hnse talents an «BbK|ib 
•mkasb have nnee been unfolded to genent adrairatiflii? 
Ib 1755, be vasadvanced to the vuak of eofcmel,^ in ii^ 

Eivineaal txoi^ employ^ in eonjunetioa wj&.^ 
itishloroes, to drive we Fiem^ oon their eaaotdbf 
mentsoD oar frontien. We have all hea«l, ortoad.tff 
die obstiiNkle, and imfbrtanace Bnddock who eon* 
Boasded those fiwees. Be was totally dcieatrd, stids 
himself, bis whote fortes routed, British andilmeriaai 
Mood mingiinf aad flovwig in torreMs along the faaiiiG* 
of tbeMomnnbela.' '* It was here.our youthful /JKoi^ 
■ingfon inthe ^oomy horn* of Indian victory, saved ft 
Jds iiudgment and bis vaioar. the iemaittsoCa.llya^| 
army, pressed by the couquenng savaee foe.* It «■ 
an Om oocasioa that the Rev. Ab. Bsvie*, vdM was tS* 
" " '^ ■ af frinceiw aolk^ uttc«ai that 
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bb Mkm fidzena, "Bntwioed with knird lie How 
letunu to hb native home equally ibe ol^ect of eiteem 
and admiration : He Kves the dieme of the brave, dK 
counsel of the wise, the heneftetorof the poor, ani Ae 
Iricnd of mankind." 

ITie eonfederatkMi these states had formed in the 
hour of danger ma found after eleyen years tiial to 
he inadequate for a peac^l svstem ; indeed, it was a 
compound of necessity and jealousy which threatened 
danger only held together ; the danger heine over, it 
relaxed in all its parts, and was rapidly sitJanir to « 
dissolotioo. tlie neoessitY of a new system of govern* 
ment appeared to all— A convention was called— Ww/i- 
httm presided. A consitatiaB is f(Mrmed on die OMdel 
of human nefftction ; comhining in its vazions Iwanches 
vdaitever is exedlent in every other tana of govern* 
meat, and partaking of none of their d^eets.^— -ih 
this eoiostitution an eKecutive Magistrate m wanted to 
enforce its laws, when the nnammoos voice of our 
coimtry call him to be President of the United States. 
** Under his administration industry raised her drooping 
head— Agriculture resumed her pteiKh— nrtue smiled— 
kATiiing rejoiced— commerce flourisEed**-"'peace and 
plenty ; joy and gladness were seen and lK=«rd through- 
out our land ; but thorevolutions antf^ wars in f!urope 
reach in their efiect» our happy diores, and threaten 
our country** peaces He proclaims the laws of jwnoe ; 
vet wisely prOtaret for war. He lays the fbondatioD of 
nis policy inrae prind^eii of private justice and pub> 
lie faith ;" frwn these he deviates not 9 moment^and 
his country now feels and rejoices in ibeir good etiects. 
How well he pedbnned his part,how highly weesteem«d^ 
and approved his oonduct, are clearly evinced hjr the utii- 
Tenal call for him to fill the pnesidental chair again 
without one dissenting^^voice. ** Again he serves, and 
Main he maniiests that he is still the same wise and 
fiuthful guide." To recount all bis services, and. the 
difficulty ol* steering at the helm of government, amidst 
d^ convulsive wars imd jairing interests of the Euro 
nean natkms, would take op too moch time ; let it su& 
nee to say. ttiat wisdom, prudence and ;firmne*s went 
diicoverra on every occasion. His 0uty well perfonned 
he once mwe returns to domestic life. ** He scrv^ 
from a sense of duty^ and he retii^ from a voluntait 
«hoioe.*' But how uncertain is the state of human 9X» 
fidis. 'Whole we are cultivating peace with all die hos* 
tite powec*, a chmd gatbend in our bwizoa, and (be 
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ikjarm of direatened war again >vas heard thrang^nt 
our land. Our cities, our Tillages resound with mar- 
tial music ; embattled ranks of rolunteen profler their 
service to repel tlie foe—an army is raising, and fVash' 
ingtott^ the aged WasMngton is invited to command, 
"i^ien his country calls, bfe instantly obeys ; he accepted 
the charge, aud confidence clieers our anuous mitids« 
But, oh r he is gone— No more .' in case of war to lead 
our armies to victory ', to grace our councils with his 
pi-esence, and enlighten them by his wisdom. He is 
gpne ! to ^e silent mansions of the dead \ Yet he lives 
111 the hearts of the American people. He lives in the 

t estjepro and admiration of the world— And while suns 
shall rise and set ; while virtue remains on the earth, 

I ^ name of JVasMngton shall be pronounced with vene- 

iBtjOD* 

In collecting, and arranging materials foi this lumin- 
ous character, from the observations of others, and from 
my o:«VD knowledge : considerable difficulties have oc- 
cui«d in determining what parts to retain, or to omit* 
TheaU of Washingtm roaa worth rehearsing; but this 
-would have l«igthened my discourse bejond all reason- 
able bounds, aiw I fear that I have already tresspassed 
fffi your patKnce ; but as you will not probably hear 
another sermou on this interesting subject ; be pleased 
to permit me before 1 conclude, to point oat a few of 
th^ excellencies of his mind, exemplified in correspoa- 
dent actions. 

First, As a soldier and a commander he was intrepid 
and brare, he was cool and determined. Let tlie dan> 
gerons, bot successful attack he made at Trenton, in 
Sic dead of winter, in a dark and. gloomy night, with 
dispirited soldiers, evince his prowess and the vigour of 
his mind. " He fought iHe conquered Tlie morn- 
ing sun cheered the American world Our country 

rose on the event." Let his retiring not long after tliis 
victory, from the front of a numerous army, and while 
he retreated unperccivid from their front, he nnexpec« 
icdly fell upon their rear cantoned at Princeton, and 
captured the whole. Let these masterly manceuvres de- 
dai-e his superior knowl^ge in the art of war. ITiey 
wiU testify to succeeding ages, bis sagacity, his pru- 
dence, and his valour* Um^ Mand can -witxtess a 

Ktreat not surpassed in the ^ge of history ; an hostile 
army in his front, not two hundred yards distant, con- 
sisting of more than three times his numbei- ; a rapid 
river a fhli oule wide in hii rear ; the enemies shipping 
K 
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Kidy to mote in order to ent off hU mdy retreat ; not 
boats aiifficiAitto Uannort a fifth part <h his army at 
oDce, thit army unuaedf to diidpKne ; and conaequendy 
to nknee. Under all these dmdvantages almoit inft- 
poirible to he tormounted by any other general; he 
Draught off hit troom to the great wirurise of the ene- 
my, without hM of a ctiunfe man.— ^Let the tulls of 
Bmndywine— Let the fidds of Germantown— Let the 
fields of Momnoudi witoew Idi bravery, bis eooi and 
determined vakmr. How often have I sees him undJ» 
mayed in the greatest danger, s^vii^ his orders witli 
aalmness, while deaths flew thick around.* 

ituBy, He was a^nrently unmoved in the most ad- 
vene cireums t anc cs . Ah! my brethren had you teen 
our little army in the fall of *76 retreating throv^ die 
Jerseys, irfWr the cnemvlMKl made the garrison of fort 
Washington prisoners of war ; had yoo seen the small 
r»nains of mkwnny diminishing evecy day by the time 
of their adistments expiring ; scarcely amonnting to 
3000 men ; had vou bdidid these brave soltUers witmmt 
sufficient doathmg, shivering with cold ; bad yoo olv 
served many of them to be without shoes, and uie fro- 
zen groond marked with the Moot/that issued from their 
uncovered fieet, as thgr mardied along ; bad yon seen 
this little hand pressea fay a noroeroos wdl appointed 
armv, widia fiiimidable train of artillery, and a pro- 
^rtionate nmnber of dragpoiK ; had you seen the mili- 
tia at this early period of the war, (unused to sueh sad 
reverses) appearing like persons in the deepest amaze- 
ment, and RW of diera to be found embodied ;t had 
you seen the inhabitaDts who were 'friends to dieir 
country fbr eighty mjles in length, and from six to 
twelve miks in bieadth flying in all direotinns, to 9e> 
cure thdr moveable property, preserve their iamilie<!, 
and save their lives ; had yim seen all this consteraa- 

* The author QftHt^&scoune toot an officer in theearb' 
tinerOaiarmy^ in the ^oey line, and wao in every trtien 
in the revduUonary tcor, where tie iUudriou* "Wiashing^ 
ton peraonaltu connnaruiedi eaec^ the Sattle of Jfois> 
rmuth^asidtlieoiesct^TorkTvmu 

t J^^ the army had ratreated acrou the Ddaware, 
Cffiero/ Washingtra vhu reird'arced by a body of Penn- 
oylvania nUlitia, fireviotu to the attack at Trenton ; Oftd 
m the tame time the Jeney tniiitia cmMied in Him*cr*, 
andtkirmished with the enemy. 
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tiffii ; hsA you beard our intestine enemiet (when not 
overAWed by wperior numbers) exulting in the pros, 
pect-of hritUh conquest; had you heard the most saiw 
guine friends of their country s freedom giving up in a 
^moment of despair : that a& was lost; you might have 
read dismay on almost every countenance* All looked 
to IVashington. No sorrow seemed to set on his brow. 
He was serene and clear 9& tbe uncloudrd sun. He was 
indeed more than a host* His words, his example, his 
Goantenanoe, all jointly ecmtributed to inspire us with 
eonfidence and courf^se. To fimth Tthis part of his 
character / must say that he was Unequalled byauT of 
the heroes of antiquity; hv any general of modem 
times. They shrink from the oomparison*^'rhey pos> 
gesaed virtue, it is true, bat they were tarnished by their 
defects. Alexander was Imive like Washingtw^ but he 
was crud and u)tem]>erate. Csesar was intrepid, but 
he enslaved his country. Cromwell was wise and sac* 
cessful, hut he acted like a hypocrite, and aimed at the 
rt'gfll powers* Snwm-row is undoubtctl a great com- 
mander, but has he not boasted n^ his atcmcvement ? 
Buonaiwurte is full of martial fire, is an able and excel- 
lant general, but has he not like Cromwell destroyed 
the sacied ng^t of election? the grand palladium of 
liberty. Has De not undertaken to Tntmc a conititution 
fiw the French people, when they have not delegated to 
HIM this authority f Marlborough in the reign of 
Queen Aiine. in many things most reseipbles our IVask- 
Ington. He had, like our hero, a handsome person, and 
an elegant manner of address. He was wise in the f»- 
binet. he was brave in tlie field— he knew when to at- 
tack and when to be i>assive— he possessed great calm- 
ness in action, and was merciful in victory ; but Mau-I- 
borough, the famous Marlborough, vffk$ avaricious, Ke 
possessi-d liy the bounty of his country die highest ho- 
nours, and one of the greatest estates in England. Yit 
be delraudtd the soldiers by diminishing their allowance 
uf bread, and apphing their loss to his own use ; tl e 
cloth for the use of his soldiers was purchased by hfs 
agents and overcharged to iJie government ; these dii* 
graceful speculations caused a poet* of his time to m 
k-rize him in the following lines : 

*' Triumphant leaders at an arm^^s head, , ->, 

HeminVl round with glories, pf(/CT' cloth and bread, ^ 
As meanly plunder, as iSiey bravely fought; 
Kow save a nation, and now save a gi-oai." *P<ff» 
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vfhm tfgiiittent %ritli pnifeiwe, and the good of the 
service would poMiMy admit of it. 

He was temperate, and deeent in all his deportment. 
No iXHsy, indecent, (much less impious)* mirth was 
aliowed in his pieseiiee ; no excess nor hixary was peiv 
itaitted at his table ; he conducted himself on ei'ery oc- 
casion with uncommon propriay and decorum, and 
ev^inced to all, that he was not only the wise statesman, 
and the great commander, but that be was really a genp 
tleman. 

He was charitable and generous. His secretary in- 
formed me in New York, that during his residence in 
that city, he distributed to the common objects of dht 
wtn that resorted to his house for relief, upwards of a 
|;uinea every day ; besides what he gave occasicHially 
in larger amount to persons of worth, who had been 
reduced to poverty. Let Ms generous gifts to charity 
schools in his life time^Let the ample donations in his 
will, for similar purposes, and die advancement ot 
learning, declare that Wiashington was charitable and 
generousv— ffif Witt^ Ah ! let Au vfiU prove that be pos- 
sessed a benificent heart. "What sweet emotions of pht- 
lantrophy moved in his bmist while fie penAed that 
hfioven-im/Hred sentence ; Jill my negroes are to be free! 
Vfhax soft benevolence flowed through bis sotd, when 
he made provisions for the helpless infancy, and deeii- 
pld age that should be found among them ? tVhile I 
am reciting these ma^;nanimoos acts of WatMngton ; I 
catch some of his generous spirit, and am ready to exF 
claim, happy slaves 1 thrice na;ppy master ! and to raise 
my heart to the Great Eternal m devout supplication ; 
that he would be pleased to incline the hearts of tliose 
in similar circtimstances, to imitate so noble an cx' 
ample* 

He had a deep and sdemn reverence for God and reli- 
gion. During his residence hi Philadelphia, he gene- 
rally kept a BiUe open is a private apartment,T to which 

* In the fall of »76, he reproved a general officer at Ms 
tdbky for attempting to ridicule tfte ceremony af asking a 
blessing before tlay sat daum to dinner, wfdch ceremony 
General Washington very politely asked a gentleman to 
pcrtormj toho had been ifriktedto dine roUh hinu 

T The author of this discourse was stationed at Philadel- 
phia in 1794, as apreaclier in that church of which lie is a 
mimster; and received tfie above recited fact through a 
c/iannei vfhich leavci in bis mind no doubt qfUs atuhcn- 
ticity. 
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he xaed to resort; he froqueiuly attended mihliepniier, 
and preaching in the army ; aud as we had dhaplains 
of difii/rent denominatioos. he gave a proof that his 
inincl was not confined with xiarrow Ingotry, by attend- 
ing at convenient opportunies, the prayers at die difSb- 
rent brigades, and renments. mile he resided in 
New York and Philaddphia, he regularly attended di- 
Tine service in that chiireh of which be was a member* 
Let it be remembered to his praise, that he always at- 
tributed to the superintending pr<^7tdbice ^G<x/, tlie 
success of every measure both civil and military. The 
answers to all the numerous addresses presentea to him 
on his first elevation to the Pr^doitud chair— All his 
proclamations— all his public addresses to the army— to 
our citizens— to tbie world, all joiatlv conspire to tes- 
tify, that be acknowledged, voAfcU his dcpendance on 
die DEITY for assistance, and direction in the per* 
formance of eveiy duty to which he was called. In a 
word: although many nave been equallv brave as sol- 
diers—Equally patriotic as citizens; wnile sonteliave 
been equally charitable and generous, mild uid humane, 
while others have been equally wise, unambitious, or 
pious ; I have not known ; I have not heard of; I have 
not read of, one nvm in whom all these qualities and 
virtues have been concentrated as in our fVashing' 
ton* And to close our description of his dnracter 
in the woi-ds of another, "whether we view him 
in the field or in the cabinet ; the shade of retire- 
ment or chair of state, he is ever the same. Great and 
powerful in coinmaud. A hero in the day of battle. 
Ji victory mild and mei-cifuL In policy, uniting per- 
fection of system with rrandeor or design. Firm and 
unshaken in the face of dango-, and storms of adver* 
nty. Uniting and blending with all } gentleness and 
wmphcity of manners. With pure and bnght morality. 
^ Andtlius foiming a character as well cakUkited to 
inspire confidence ; command respect, and Benefit his 
country, as ever was exhibited by a mortal man !"— ^ « 
Then let love and gratitude enrol his name among tho 
wise, the honomble,Bnd the virtuous of every agew— And 
the people of America to the latest genei^tions, shall 
speak of IVashlngton with veneration aud delight, i He 
died on the I4th of December, 1799 ; had he lived to 
this day, he wotild have been 08 years old. He died with 
composuiie of mind, without any dread of death. We 
hope, we humbly hope, xvchave reason to hopehci^'gmc 
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To cqichide— We are not esOed to tbe conmumd of 
arn^es, or to fin tibe chair of state ; Imt we are called to- 
be good citizens ; let us then instate our departed 
WtBfdngtm, in obeying tbe laws of our oountry ; in 
pRunotme its welfare by every laudable means in onr 
power. Let us practice all the relative and social vir^ 
taes as be has done beibre us; let us be bumble and 
temperate, and mild and ocMidescending, and charita- 
ble and generous, let us fill up our sevenu stations with 
duty and dignity; with propriety and decency. We 
Are ealkd to be christians, let us then prize in our judgw 
tnents, and obey in our practice, tbe sacred troths, and 
boly precepts in the word of God. 

We are called this day by tbe provtdaoee of God ; by 
tbe death of Washmgf.^ i and tbe voice of thepreadier, 
to remember, THAT WE ARE TO DIE. 'That in a 
few years at most our bodies will be carried on men's: 
shoulders, and lodged in the cold and silent tmnb, and 
our souls shall wing their flight into a dreadful, or, a 
l^orktus eternity ; where we must lie down in unabat- 
ing sorrows, or, be raised to everting joys. Let us re- 
member that it is our dutv and our pnviWe ; our wisp 
dom and our interest, to oe prepared for those solemn 
scenes* " Let our fbith tliis day be to us as the evidence 
of thin^ not seen," and bring home to our. heaits an 
impressive view if our near approach to tlie world of 
spirits ; and while solonnity rests on our minds, let us 
raise our hearu to God in fervent wayer ; mat he 
wouki be pleased to enlighten our minds by tbe Holy 
«^nie,to a discovery of our wretched and guilty state; of 
the evil and maKpumt nature of nn: mkl excite in us an- 
swerable af&ctions to tins view of ourselves; that, we 
may detest every e\-il way, and turn to the Lord our 
God ; and under a deep consciousness of the jvH 
desert of our transgressions, that we may apply to, 
sUid believe in, the roeritorioiis mediation of tbe ado- 
Kble Jesus, for the remission of sins that are past* 
Xiid being thus brought JHto die fkTour of God, we 
ihay from love and gratitude, be " stedfast, unmove- 
ahle, always abounding in the work of the Lord ;*' 
that we may "increase in the knowledge and love 
of God ;" and through mercy and grace, attain a 
nteelneu to be partakers of the inbmtance of the 
Slants in li^ht, tnat when our spirits are disembodied, 
we .may jom those holy souls .who have )sti this 
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world before Qit'ia ad<ning, and iMRai$ifl^ the God 
of Qttr 8a{\i^Uoii. God gtaot it tor Ciuist^s sAke. 
AMEN. " 



CONpLUSIO^. 

TAKIKG Waahington all for tdi, we ^all banQy '* 
eT«r look upon bis like again. ^ r 



FINIS. 
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